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On  the  Plan  and  Extra&s  of  Deeds  publilhed  by 
the  Proprietors  (as  they  term  themfelves)  of  the 
Townftiip  of  Brunjwick. 


BEING 


A  Reply  to  their  Anfwer  to  faid  Remarks,  lately  publilhed, 
according  to  their  Vote  of  March  28.  1753. 
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Printed  in  the  Year  MDCCLIII. 


PIS  Reply  was  undertaken  in  A  pril  lajl  ( when 
the  Brunfwick  Proprietors  Anfwer  firjl  ap¬ 
pear’d  )  and  a  conf.derable  Progrefs  was  made 
therein  :  but  the  JRr  iter's  ill  State  of  Health  obliged 
him  to  difeontinue  it  for  near  three  Months. 

'Phis  Delay  has  given  the  [aid  Proprietors  the 
Opportunity  and  Satisfaction  of  boajling ,  that  their 
Anfwer  was  unanfwerable  :  but  we  think  the  con¬ 
trary  manifejl  in  what  follows  $  zvhich  we  fubmit 
to  the  Judgment  of  the  unprejudiced \ 
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lli|llil#HAT  a  good  Caufe  (lands  in  no  Need  of  indirect  Means  to  fupport 

it ;  and  that  ill  Language  in  managing  a  Controverfy  proceeds  from 
I  a  want  of  fomething  better  to  offer  $  is  an  Obfervation  that  may  be 

applied  very  aptly  to  the  Brunfwick  Proprietors  ;  for  they  have  ufed 
very  indired  Means  to  fupport  their  Caufe  :  and  in  their  Language 
taken  the  mod  indecent  Liberties^  But  the  Obfervation  furnifhes  them  with  fome 
Sort  of  Excufe,  that  their  Caufe  is  bad,  and  they  have  nothing  better  to  offer* 
1  his  is  the  bed  Excufe  that  can  be  made  for  them,  tho’  in  their  Preface  they  aim 
at  another  *,  where,  acknowledging  the  Indecency ,  Incivility ,  Acrimony ,  and  Un - 
courthnefs  of  their  Anfwer ,  they  fay,  by  way  of  Apology,  that  we  led  the  Way. 
But  this,  like  many  other  of  their  Affertions,  is  contrary  to  Truth,  indeed  in 
one  or  two  Paragraphs  of  our  Remarks,  the  Expreflion  was  a  little  pointed  ; 
which  was  occafioned  by  their  grofs  Rededions  on  the  Plymouth  Company  in  their 
Vote  accompanying  their  printed  Plan  and  Extrads  ;  in  which  they  charge  us 
with  deceiving  and  deluding  the  unwary  and  ignorant :  So  that  they  thcmfelves  were 
the  fird  Aggreffors,  and  therefore,  even  in  their  own  Judgment,  mud  dand  con¬ 
demned  for  the  Scunhty  and  abufive  Language,  which  their  Pamphlet  abounds 
with.  ~  One  Thing  indeed  we  blame  our  lelves  for,  which  is,  that  we  fhould  even 
feem  to  follow  their  low  Example. 

After  having  given  a  full  vent  to  their  Spleen,  which  poffibly  might  have  been 
of  ill  Confequence  to  them,  had  they  entirely  difltd  it  ;  they  begin  with  repeating 
wt  at  they  had  before  declared  in  their  fird  Performance,  that  it  was  not  only  them 
pretended,  but  real  Defign,  44  to  open  the  Eyes  ol  People,  and  to  undeceive 
44  thofe  who  had  been  deluded  by thzPlymouthCompany.”  And  to  effed  it, they  now 
fay  (for  it  kerns  they  are  confcious  that  all  they  had  hitherto  laid  had  not  effcded 
it)  44  That  the  Plymouth  Company  either  by  their  excels  of  Avarice  and  Ambition, 

44  or  by  the  Infolence  and  Violence  of  their  Natures,  or  perhaps  by  a  nicer  Con- 

45  tempt  of  their  Adverfaries,  vyere  put  upon  the  mod  flagrant  Adions,  diredly 

44  againd  Law  *,  and  fuch  as  will  one  Day  lay  them  open  to  the  Vengeance  due  ro 
44  fuch  Behaviour.  Thefe  are  notorious  Fads,  done  not  fecredy  but  openly _ 

taking  every  poffible  Advantage^  of  the  Inhabitants  of  Sagadahoc  and  Kenneoeck ~ 
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Rivers,  & c.  Some  they  threarned  to  turn  out  of  their  PoflelTions,  others  they 
Hattered  with  Promites  to  warrant  their  Lands  to  them  :  of  fame  they  procured 
“  Money  or  Securities  for  it,  to  quiet  them  in  their  PofTeflions  >  and  all  they 
ptomi  ed  to  indemnify  againfl  all  Perfons  whatever,  if  they  would  acknowlem* 
their  1  i.tle-  And  in  (horr,  that  the  moft  jhocking  Havock  and  Devaftalwn 
was  committed  on  the  People’s  Lands,  by  thofe  who  had  been  encouraged  by 
the  Pymcutb  Company."' — And  a  great  deal  more  of  the  like  Rant. 

But  the  Improbability  of  all  this  appears  by  what  they  have  faid  in  the  fame  Pa- 
4l  3raPh>  “  *  llat  llle  Proprietors  of  thole  Lands,  fpent  their  Time  and  Subltance 
upon  the  Plymouth  Company's  Agents  ;  and  happy  was  the  Man  who  could 
fooneft  ingratiate  himfelf  with  them— That  the  Bulk  of  the  People  in  thofeParts 
received  Law  from  the  faid  Company’s  Agents— and  that  they  greedily  imbibed 
,  whf ever  from  laid  Agents.”—  Is  this  the  Behaviour  of  Men,  who  have 

o.en  unearned  to  be  turned  out  of  their  Poflifiions,  who  have  had  Money  extorted 
trom  tnern,  wno  have  had  their  Lands  waited  and  destroyed,  who  have  had  every 
j soluble  Advantage  taken  againft  them  ?  Is  this  the  Behaviour  of  Men  towards 
thofe  who  have  been  the  Instruments  of  fuch  Cruelty  to  them  ;  the  Inftruments 
of  flic n  fhcumg  Havock  and  Devaftaiion  ?  The  bare  Queftion  carries  aW  with 
5ta  Refutation  ol  the  Scandal  ? — Sorry  we  are  for  their  own  Sakcs,  tha?  thefe 
Oenurmen  give  themfelves  fuch  a  Latitude  of  Speech,  that  they  indulge  fuch  a 
Lifponnon  to  ocandal,  tho’  at  the  fame  Time  we  cannot  help  Latwhin?  at  their 
inconuftency  —  The  Truth  is  ('and  it  is  eafily  colleded  from  their  Keprefentation 
of  the  Cafe  thus  placed  in  its  proper  Light)  that  the  People  at  the  Eaftward  had 
a  good  Opinion  of  the  Plymouth  Company’s  1  itle  ;  and  knowing  their  ownTenure 

precarious  ’til!  confirmed  hy  the  faid  Company,  voluntarily  applied  to  them  for 
a  Confirmation. 


“  being  node  fled  of  more  Papers  which  relate  to  the  Eaflern  Titles  than  perhaps 
aiy  oc h v_ r  Company,  refolved  ro  publifh  fomething  to  give  the  People  an  Idea 
of  the  Plymouth  Company  s  1  itle.  And  fo  go  on  giving  Reafons  why  theypub- 
1. (lied  then  i  lan  and  Lxuadls  from  the  4th  to  the  6th  Page  ;  wherein  are  only 
uvo  Things  obfervable.  The  firfl:  is  “  their  Opinion  that  the  Reafon  we  decry 
Indian  Deeds  fo  much,  is  from  a  Perfwafion  of  the  Inefficiency  of  our  own. 
14  If  we  had  any  Opinion  of  them,  they  afk,  why  we  did  not  produce  them,  be- 
44  fore  the  honourable  Committee  of  both  Houfes,  who  are  appointed  to  examine 

44  by  what  Title  any  of  the  Englifh  hold  Lands  of  the  Indians  abo vcRichmondP _ 

As  to  Indian  Deeds,  we  never  did  decry  them  in  the  Grofs  ;  tho’  we  have  always 
decried  theirs,  and  fuch  as  theirs,  and  always  fhall  *,  but  no  Body  but  the 
Brunfwn'k  Proprietors  can  think  that  a  Reafon  why  we  fhould  look  on  our  own  as. 
insufficient.  As  to  their  Irffinuation,  that  we  did  not  produce  cur  IndianDeeds  be¬ 
fore  the  honourable  Committee,  it  is  falfe ;  and  we  wifii  they  did  not  know  it  to. 
be  fo  at  the  Time  of  their  Writing. 
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The  lecond  Thing  obfervable  is,  “That  fome,  they  fay,  who  hold  under  their 
<c  Claim,  are  in  a  fair  Way  to  cflablifh  it  without  their  Afiiftance,  and  would 
“  have  done  it  e’re  now, if  the  Plymouth  Company  had  dared  to  have  come  to  aTr.al.” 

How  fair  a  Way  they  are  in  to  eftablifh  their  Title  we  don’t  know  *,  but  this 
we  know,  that  they  fail’d  in  their  firfl  Attempt  *,  and  we  have  Reafon  to  think 
their  future  Attempts  will  fucceed  no  better.  T  hey  might  have  flourifhed  upon 
this  Head,  and  afk’d,  why  we  abated  the  Writ  brought  againft  us,  and  did  not 
fuffer  the  Adtion  to  be  tried  upon  the  Merits  of  the  Cafe  ?  T  his  Queftion  has 
been  put  by  others,  and  for  their  Satisfaction  we  fay  in  Anfwer  :  That  if  the 
ACd ion  had  been  tried,  and  had  gone  againft  the  Plaintiffs,  it  would  not  have 
been  decifive,  for  being  unqualified,  and  having  no  Right  to  bring  the  Adtion,  its 
going  again  ft  them  could  be  no  Bar  to  their  renewing  or  bringing  again  the  fame 
Adtion,  when  they  were  qualified  :  Therefore  the  Plymouth  Company  abated  the 
Wr  r,  and  by  that  Means  laved  the  Expences  of  two  or  three  Courts,  whofe  Judg¬ 
ment  in  the  Cafe  would  not  have  been -decifive,  nor  anfwer’d  the  Purpofe  of  the 
Plymouth  Company even  tho’  it  had  been  in  their  Favour.  'Phis  was  the  Reafon 
why  the  Plymouth  Company  did  not  fuffer  the  Adtion  to  come  to  a  Trial,  and  not 
because  they  were  fearful  of  the  Confequences  of  a  Trial.  As  to  the  Adtion  now 
depending,  we  Doubt  not  the  Iffue  of  it  will  be  agreable  to  the  Expedttation  of 
the  Plymouth  Company.  “  We  covet  no  Perfon’s  Lands  ;  all  we  defire  is  to  hold 
‘k  our  own,  and  that  we  will  endeavour  to  do  againft  the  molt  daring  Attempts  of 
4i  the  boldeft  Invaders,  even  againft  the” - Hrunfwick  Proprietors. 

They  have  laid  nothing  to  the  Purpofe,  ’till  they  come  to  the  6th  Page  :  But 
before  we  reply,  we  (hall  endeavour  to  analyfe  their  Performance  (which  is  no  eafy 
Talk,  as  it  is  lo  diffufed  and  incoherent)  that  the  whole  of  what  they  have  at¬ 
tempted  may  appear  at  one  View. 

I.  They  endeavour  to  fhow  “  that  the  Plymouth  Company’s  Patent- Tradt  begins 
4£  at  the  Mouth  of  Cobbifeconte ,  and  extends  up  the  River  Kennebeck  to  the  Falls  at 
44  Negumkike  where  it  terminates.”  As  from  the  6th  to  the  13th  Page,  which  is 
by  Way  of  Anfwer  to  our  Remarks  on  their  firft  Extract. 

II.  They  acknowledge  the  Propriety  of  our  Remarks  on  their  2d  &  3d  Extradls, 
but  objedt  to  the  Validity  of  our  Indian  Deeds  :  As  in  the  13th  &  14th  Pages. 

Ill-  They  own  our  Remarks  on  their  4th  Extract  to  be  juft  :  but  make  fome 
little  Obfervations  on  the  Confideration  Money  of  our  Purchafe,  and  fome  great 
ones  on  that  of  their  own.  As  from  the  14th  to  the  16th  Page. 

IV.  They  own  alfo  that  our  Remarks  on  their  5th ^  Extract  are  juft,  but  ob¬ 
jedt  (as  above)  to  the  Validity  of  our  Indian  Deeds  :  As  in  the  1 6th  &  17th  Pages. 

V.  They  reply  to  our  Remarks  on  their  Plan,  and  to  the  Attellations  of 
Meflieurs  Temple  and  Johnfton.  As  from  the  1  8th  to  the  25th  Page. 

VI.  They  endeavour  to  afcertain  where  the  Falh  at  Negumkike  are,  as  from  the 
2  5rh  to  the  27th  Page. 

Vfl.  They  endeavour  to  prove  that  the  lower  Part  cf  Kennebeck  River,  viz.  that 
Part  which  lies  between  Merry-Meeting  and  the  Sea ,  is  called  Sagadahoc  River  *, 
as. from  the  27th  to  the  30th  Page.  And,. 
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c  I1”'  Jhe7  endeavour  t0  Prove  that  the  Laws  which  we  have  produced  re. 

nemtoSthe  phafeV 7m  'm  Y'™*'  CXCept  that  of  '3  th  of  III.Pare  imperti- 
T  n  furp°u  0r  wh,ch  we  Produced  them>  as  in  the  3oth  &  31  Pao-es 

reft  y  £  fhefrT"  n°re  n  |tUrSi  t0r  £he  6th  &  7th  Articles  t0  have  co™  di¬ 
in  the  Oder J  nli.C  a$  t  iey  hSVe  thought  otherwife,  we  ihail  reply  to  them 
in  the  Order  they  Hand  here.  They  endeavour  to  drew,  F  1 

and  c  .tends  tm  ttT^  beginS  at  theMouth  Cobbifeconte, 

In  O  de,  c><  5  the, Fal,S  at  N^kike,  where  it  terminates, 

partlv  from  hi  7  ^  the  aPP«rent  Obfcurity  in  the  Patent  ariles, 

..  S  li  p  ^  S  “?cumbred  with  many  Synonymies,  and  partly  from  feme 

••  “tiX  -* » "»■'  -k»  «4»  ” »“ 

terb'S  C°hehs'Snfe0hrlieS’  whe,ther.ai1  Incumbrance  to  the  Patent,  or  nor,  is  imma- 
,  .m’  h.S  f  be‘n9  e9ually  clear  with  or  without  them.— The  doubtful  fix', 
pi. .Lons  they  take  Nonce  of,  are  thofe  that  follow,  viz.  utmojl  Limits  —  which  — 
towards  the  wefiern  Ocean.  Their  Criticifm  on  the  two  former  is  not  only  £ 
u  J,  but  very  impertinent ;  for  they  were  not  led  to  it  by  any  Thin<r  in  our  Re- 
liiarks.  Being  fenfibie  of  the  Impertinence  of  it,  to  excufe  themfelves  (they  fay) 

«  Xtlnf  r°T  That  thfe  h3d  been  handed  about  a  Manufcript  call’d  The 
„  \be  Cafe  rela‘!ni  10  the  Kainebeck  Propriety,  from  which  they  have  taken 

,,1C  ff,V lnatlon,  °|  fnwfi  Limits,  and  the  Word  which  abovementioned. ”  The 
.  ute  of  the  Cafe  re. fer  d  to  was  drawn  at  the  Requeft  of  a  Gentleman  who  did  no- 

in^to  ^l^OGnbn  f  T' rC,T'9'’  £^0  ExPlanation  in  «  (which  was  accord- 
0  to  Opinion  of  the  Gentleman  who  drew  it)  whether  true  or  falfe  is  no 

more  th e  Plymouth  Company's  Explanation,  than  that  which  has  been  .riven’  by  the 

ZZ/W%U  VTV  S°  th,U  ;.he  Ch“ge  of  Imminence  ft, 11  rem°ains  againft 
:  m.  1  ne  only  Reafon,  we  bdi-ve  why  they  quoted  faid  State  was,  that  thev 
.m.g„t  have  an  Opportunity  ol  (hewing  their  Reading  about  the  Origin  of  Rivers7 

whicn  they  firft  trace  from  Springs  thro’ Brooks  and  Rivulets;  and  then  through 

f  CCS  and  Brooks  l)P  t0  Springs.  We  recommend  to  them  in  their  next  Pe°r- 

Ongi';eof 1 rK'™|S!  Spri"ES  ”sil"x'  *n<l  ,he“  ■»”'  *• 

Ev'1nl,eirSkl1,1  at  Cmicifm  appears  by  wh.t  they  have  faid  on  the  firft  doubtful 
—..preilicn  utmojl  Limits.  “  We  are  well  aware  (  fay  they  )  that  the  Plymouth 
Company  have  been  taught  that  the  Words  ulmofi  Limits  when  fpeakini  of  a 
•  lver>  P1*)30  lt4  remoteff  Part,  it's  Source  :  But  pray  tell  us  how  comes  it’s 
remoteft  I  art  to  mean  it’s  Source  ?  May  not  it’s  Mouth  confider’d  as  Relative 

cor!  N  S°irCe’  ,bepW!th  CqUal  ProPnety  callcd  it>s  rfmoteft  Part  ;  as  it’s  Source 
onfiuered  with  Relation  to  it  s  Mouth  be  called  it’s  remoteft  Part  ?  Certai  .lv 

u  may.  .  We  mention  this  to  fhow,  that  this  concludes  as  ftrongly  ao-ainlt  their- 
ouppofition  as  for  it;  and  therefore  there  is  nothing  at  all  in  it”  ° 
ti  iiaving  thus  clearly  fhewn  that  the  Words  utmojl  Limits  when  ’  fpeaW  of  a 
iviver  may  mean  not  only  it’s  Mouth,  but  Source  alfo  ;  they  offer  a  Reai,°n  why 
the  fame  Words  muft mean  a  River’s  Mouth,  and  not  it's  Source  What  can  be 
more  C0VMmt  than  th*  -  And  the  Reafon  is,  “  becaufe  the  Mouth  of  a  River  is 

“  always 
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always  more  obvious  than  it’s  Source.” —  Suppofe  we  fhould  fay,  on  the  con¬ 
trary,  that  the  utmoft  Limits  or  remoteft  Part  of  a  River  means  it’s  Source  orHead 
and  give  this  as  a  Reafon,  44  becauje  the  Month  of  a  River  is  more  obvious ,  or  is 
generally  better  known  than  it's  Source  ;  we  apprehend  the  Reafon  would  be  o-0od, 
for  the  utmoft  Limits  or  the  remoteft  Part  of  a  River  is  generally  understood  as 
Relative  to  that  Part  moft  obvious  or  belt  known,  which  in  the  Cafe  before  us  is 
acknowledged  to  be  the  Mouth  of  the  River  :  So  that  the  Reafon  they  offer  con¬ 
cludes  diredly  againlt  them.  A  notabJeColledlion  this  of  Inconfiftence  and  Con¬ 
tradiction  !  Then  they  go  on  to  give  a  Reafon  why  the  Mouth  of  a  River  is  always 
mere  obvious  than  its  Source  •,  44  for  the  Source  is  very  often  concealed,  becaufe 
44  generally  fpeaking  Rivers  originate  from  Springs,  and  a  Multitude  of  thefe  ur.it- 
44  ing  form  themfelves  into  Brooks,  thefe  Brooks  into  Rivulets,  and  thefe  laft  into 
44  a  River  ;  or  thus  follow  the  Courfe  of  a  River  from  it’s  Mouth  upwards,  and  it 
•4  divides  itfelf  into  Rivulets,  purfue  thefe,  and  they  branch  out  into  Brooks,  and 
44  thefe  again,  and  you’l  find  they  refolve  themfelves  into  Springs.”  To  this  Ac¬ 
count  we  would  add,  that  Springs  are  fupplied  by  condenced  Vapours  ;  and  the 
Source  of  thefe  is  the  Ocean  :  from  whence  we  will  bring  anArgument  in  our  own 
Favour,  which  every  Body  but  the  Brunfwick  Proprietors  will  have  a  Right  to 
laugh  at  ;  but  they  with  no  Mode  fly  can.  viz.  The- utmoft  Limits  of  a  River 
mean  it’s  Source  •,  it’s  Source  turns  out  to  be  the  Ocean  :  Therefore  utmoft  Limits 
in  our  Patent  mean  the  Ocean. —  And  thus  we  have  the  Ocean  for  one  of  our 
Boundaries.  This  Argument  is  ad  Hominem ,  or  upon  their  own  Principles,  and 
is  nothing  more  than  a  wretched  Quibble  upon  the  Word  Source ,  which  they  ought 
to  be  afhamed  of.  Upon  the  whole  therefore,  44  it  follows,  that  it  is  much  more 
44  probable  to  fuppofe  that  utmoft  Limits  when  fpeaking  of  a  River,  mu  ft  mean 
44  not  it's  Mouth ,  but  it's  Source"  or  Head; 

The  next  doubtful  Exprefiion  they  take  Notice  of  is  the  Word  which  imme¬ 
diately  following  Cobbijeconte.  That  the  Reader  may  fee  its  Connexion,  we  will 
recite  the  Defcription  of  the  Patent  Trad,  viz.  44  All  that  Trad  ol  Land  or  Part 
44  of  New- England,  which  lieth  within  or  between  and  extendeth  itfelf  from  the 
44  utmoft  Limits  of  Cobbifeconte  which  adjoineth  the  River  Kennebeck  towards  the 
41  Weftern  Ocean,  and  a  Place  called  the  Falls  at  Negumkike ,  and  the  Space  of 
44  fifteen  Englifh  Miles  on  each  Side  of  the  laid  River  Kennebeck ,  and  all  the  faid 
41  River fKennebeck  which  lies  within  the  faid  Limits  &  Bounds,  and  all  Lands, &c* 
44  within  the  faid  Limits  and  Bounds  or  either  of  them,  together  with  free  Ingrefs, 
14  Egrefs  and  Regrefs,  with  Ships,  Boats,  &c.  from  the  Sea  commonly  called  the 
u  Weftern  Ocean  to  the  faid  River  Kennebeck ,  and  from  the  laid  River  to  the  laid 
u  Weftern  Ocean.”v  • 

44  The  Word  which  (fay  they)  immediately  follows  Cobbifeconte ,  in  this  Man¬ 
ner  44  the  utmoft  Limits  of  Cobbifeconte  which" —  Nothing  can  be  more  plain  than 
14  that  this  Word  is  a  relative  Term,  and  mud  refer  to  fome  Antecedent ;  but 
14  they  have  been  inftrufled  that  it  refers  to  the  fraft  of  Land  and  not  to  Cobbifeconte 
14  as  it’s  Antecedent.  We  are  afhamed  to  defeend  to  fuch  Puerilities ,  and  nothing 
l<  could  conftrain  us  to  it  but  the  Plymouth  Company's  being  fo  puerile  *  a  School - 
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Boy  but  juft  enter’d  into  bis  Accidence,  would  be  foundly  and  de fervidly  whipped* 
tc  fhould  he  blunder  at  this  Rate.”  _  ^ 

Be  it  known  to  thefe  Pedagogues  (for  they  talk  likefuchj  that  the  Plymouth  Com¬ 
pany  have  given  no  fuch  Explanation  of  theWord  which ,  whatever  their  Inftrudor 
may  have  done.  Upon  him  therefore  their  Charge  of  Puerilities  &  Blundering 
which  dncrve  a  found  Whipping,  refts.  One  would  not  exped  that  thofc  who 

chirge  others  with  Blundering,  fhould  themfelves  blunder  at  this  Rate. _ With 

Helped  to  our  Inllrudor  (as  they  are  pleas’d  to  call  him)  he  is  a  Gentleman  of 

Reputation  and  Ability,  that  every  one  who  knows  him  either  Perfonally  or 
hY  Report,  would  vote  them  a  found  Whipping  for  their  unmannerly  Reftedion 
upon^him  :  for  upon  him  only  it  refts. — He  had  very  good  Reafon  tofuppofe  that 
the  Y<trm*which  refer’d  to  the  Trail  of  Land  and  not  to  Cobbifeconte- River  ;  for 
the  Worcls  conneded  with  it  are  more  properly  applicable  to  Land  than  to  a  Ri¬ 
ver,  e (penally  the  Ends  of  a  River,  viz.  “  which  adjoineth  the  River  Kennebeck.” 
It  would  be  quite  an  unufual  Expreffion  to  fay  (for  Example)  “  the  Mouth  of  the 
River  Cobbifeconte  which  adjoineth  the  River  Kennebeck  But  it  is  ufual  and 
extremely  proper  to  lay  44  a  Pratt  of  Land  which  adjoineth .” —  Here  is  nothin" 
Puerile  in  this  ;  and  the  Brunfwick  Proprietors ,  if  they  had  not  been  meer  Schooh 
Boys  ftho*  they  affume  the  Charader  of  School-Mafters)  might  have  feen  it. 

1'he  next  Words  (fay  they)  which  offer  themfelves  are  thefe,  namely  {Towards 
the  Western  Ocean)  which  we  will  endeavour  to  explain  and  afcertain  the  Senfe 
of,  and  that  with  ail  poffible  Concifenefs 

In  cyder  to  be  concife  they  recite  feveral  long  Grants  in  which  the  Word  towards 
is  feveral  Times  mentioned,  as  towards  the  North  ;  — -  towards  the  Eajl  &c.  and 
with  great  Acucenefs  colled  from  them  that  “  towards  the  North,  fignifies  North¬ 
wards  *,  toward j  the  Eaft ,  Eaflwards ,”  and  therefore  that  44  towards  the  Wejlern 
Ocean  (mentioned  in  the  Plymouth  Patent  fignifies  Weftern-Ocean-ward.”  Eor  (fay 
they)  4i  the  Diction  or  Mode  of  Expreffion  in  the  Grant  to  Beauchamp  &  Lever  eft 
44  is  the  fame  with  that  in  the  Grant  or  Patent  for  the  old  Colony  •,  and  fmce  it 
efign  to  grant  them  to  the  Sea,  they  {the  Council  at  Plymouth)  bound 
44  them  upon  it  towards  the  Eaft,  or  Eaftwardly  :  In  like  Manner  in  the  Grant  to 
44  the  old  Colony  of  Plymouth,  of  the  laid  Colony,  towards  the  North  fignifies 
44  Northwardly  ;  and  fmce  their  profeffed  Defign  was  to  bound  faid  Colony  upon 
44  the  Sea  ox  Western  Ocean,  they  are  not  at  a  Lofs  for  clear  Expieffioris  to  this 
44  Purpofe,  but  directly,  plainly,  and  without  any  the  leaft  Obfcurity,  bound  them 
44  upon  the  great  Wejlern  (ocean, towards  the  Eaft  or  Eaft  ward, not  towards  theWeftern 
•4  Ocean.  And  it  is  a  Suppoficion  next  to  impoftible,  that  in  a  few  Lines  after 
when  they  come  to  the  Kennebeck  Grant,  they  fhould  be  fo  puzzled  as  not  to  be 
4  able  to  find  apt  Words  to  give  them  to  the  Sea ,  if  they  defign  d  to  do  it  :  Could 
they  not  with  the  greateft  £afe  have  eaft  their  Eyes  back  upon  the  Grant  for 
c  the  old  C  olony,  and  laid,  and  the  great  Weftern  Ocean  towards  the  South.  But 
4  the  Truth  of  the  Cafe  is,  they  never  meant  the  Kennebeck  Grant  fhould  extend  fur- 
4  ther  towards  the  Sea  than  the  Mouth  of  Cobbifeconte.  It  follows  therefore,  by 
parity  of  Reafon  (to  confine  our  felves  to  the  Grant  for  the  old  Colony)  that 
lines  Conahaffet  tozvards  the  North  means  Conahafifet  Northward ,  or  that  Co- 

“  nahaffec 
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u  nahaflfet  is  their  Northermoft  Boundary  &c.  that  Cobbifeconte  towards  the 
“  Wettern  Ocean ,  mud  mean  Cobbifeconte  Western  Ocean-ward  or  Sea-zvard ,  or 
44  that  they  can  approach  no  nearer  the  Weftern  Ocean  or  Sea  than  Cobbifeconte  ; 

44  and  conlequently  Cobbifeconte  is  their  lowermoft  Boundary,  and  that  they  cannot 
<c  by  their  Patent  extend  their  Bounds  one  Inch  below  it  towards  the  Ocean 
44  and  confequently  it  extends  up  the  River  Kennebeck  only.  And  then  the 
44  Grant  thus  naturally  and  rationally  explained ,  without  ufing  any  Violence,  or 
44  departing  from  the  common  Rules  of  Conftrudion  will  ftand  thus,  viz.  All 
44  that  Trad  of  Land  which  lieth  between  the  Mouth  of  Cobbifeconte ,  which  ad~ 

44  joineth  to  the  River  Kennebeck  Seaward ,  and  the  Falls  at  Neguamkike ,  and  fifteen 
44  Englifh  Miles  on  each  Side  of  the  River  Kennebeck ,  that  lies  within  the  faid 
44  Limits  and  Bounds  Eaftward,  Weft  ward,  Northward  and  Southward. — Can  any 
44  Thing  be  more  plain  and  clear  ?  and  mult  not  People  take  uncommon  Pains  to 
44  obfeure  this  Grant  ?” 

They  have  given  here  an  Appearance  of  Probability  that  the  Expreflion  to¬ 
wards  the  Weftern  Ocean  means  Weftern  Ocean-ward  —  not  to  the  Weftern  Ocean  : 
but  it  is  an  Appearance  only  *,  for  the  Deiign  of  the  Kennebeck  Grant  (which  ap¬ 
pears  in  the  Preamble  thereto)  manifefts  the  contrary.  The  laid  Preamble  runs 
thus  •,  44  And  for-as-much  as  they  have  no  convenient  Place  either  of  Trading  or 
44  Fishing  within  their  own  Precinds,  whereby  (after  fo  long  Travel  and  great 
44  Pains)  fo  hopeful  a  Plantation  may  fubfift,  as  alfo  that  they  may  be  encouraged 
44  the  better  to  proceed  in  fo  pious  a  Work*  which  may  efpecially  tend  to  the 
44  Propagation  of  Religion, and  the  great  lncreafe  of  Trade  to  his  Majefty’s  Realms, 

44  and  Advancement  of  the  publick  Plantation,” 

The  Intent  of  the  Grant  (to  quote  our  Remarks )  appears  then  to  be*  to  ac¬ 
commodate  the  Plymouth  Colony  with  a  fuitablePlace  for  Trade,  and  carrying  on  the 
FISHERY,  and  to  give  them  fome  Equivalent  for  the  long  Travel  and  great  Pains 
they  had  been  at  in  making  a  Settlement,  and  to  encourage  them  to  perfevere 
therein  :  But  an  Inland  Trait,  or  a  Trad  which  docs  not  include  the  Sea  Coaff, 
no  Way  anfwers  the  Defign  of  Trading, and  carrying  on  the  Fifhery  \  and  to  conftrue 
the  Plymouth  Grant  to  convey  an  Inland  Trad  excluding  the  Sea  Coaft,  is  a  Con* 
ftrudion  which  fruftrates  the  Defign  of  the  Grant,  and  therefore  again  ft  Reafon, 

Befides,  it  is  a  Rule  in  Law  44  that  all  Grants  muft  have  a  favourable  Conftrudion* 
and  be  fo  conftrued  as  to  make  them  operate, if  poflible*accord.ing  to  the  Intent  of 
the  Parties,  efpecially  where  that  Intent  can  be  colleded  from  the  Inftrumems  ' 
executed  by  them.”  It  is  a  Rule  alfo  44  That  Grants  fhall  be  taken  moft  ftrongly 
againft  the  Grantor,  and  moft  beneficial  to  the  Grantees.”  If  the  Defcription  there¬ 
fore  of  the  Land  granted  be  any  Way  dubious  or  uncertain,  fo  as  to  admit  of 
yarious  Conftrudions,  fuch  Conftrudion  fhall  be  received  as  is  moft  favourable  to 
the  Grantees,  and  will  render  the  Intent  of  the  Parties,  and  the  Defign  of  theGranc 
effedual.  As  therefore  the  Intent  of  the  Plymouth  Grantors  is  fully  exprefled  in 
their  Patent,  and  as  Grants  are  to  be  conftrued  in  a  Manner  moft  beneficial  to  the 
Grantee?,  the  Plymouth  Grant  muft  operate  and  be  conftrued  accordingly  :  That 

is,  it  muft  extend  to,  and  be  bounded  on,  or  upon  the  Weftern  Ocean  - It  appears 

plainly  then  what  the  Intent  of  the  Plymouth  Patent  was,  namely,  to  accommodate 
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t'hePatentees  with  a  fuitable  Place  for  Trade  and  carrying  on  the  Fifhery  ;  and  that 
that  Intent  cannot  be  anfwer’d,  but  muft  be  fruftrated  if  the  Sea-Coaft  is  not  in¬ 
cluded  therein.  All  they  have  laid  to  the  contrary  hereof  is  intirely  grounded 
upon  this  unfupported  AfTertion  of  their’s,  viz.  “  The  Truth  of  the  Cafe  is  they 
11  ( the  Council  at  Plymouth)  never  tneant  the  Kennebeck-Grant  fhould  extend  further 
“  tozcards  the  Sea  than  the  Mouth  of  Cobbijeconte .” —  This  is  the  very  Thing  they 
fhould  have  proved;  and  this  they  muff  prove  before  any  one  can  admit  of  their 
Confequences,viz.  44  and  consequently  Cobbifeconte  is  their  lowermojl Boundary  •,  and 
that  they  cannot  by  their  Patent  extend  their  Bounds  one  Inch  below  it  towards 
the  Ocean  ;  and  confequently  that  it  extends  up  the  River  Kennebeck  only.” 
Having  thus  taking  for  granted  what  they  ought  to  have  proved,  they  proceed 
to  draw  another  Confequence,  44  And  then  the  Grant  thus  naturally  and  rationally 
41  explained,  without  ufing  any  Violence ,  or  departing  from  the  common  Rules  of 
Conslruflion ,  will  Hand  thus,  viz.  All  that  Trabt  of  Land  which  lieth  between 
“  the  Mouth  of  Cobbifeconte  ( which  adjoineth  to  the  River  Kennebeck)  Seaward , 
44  and  the  Falls  at  Neguamkike  *,  &c 

We  would  take  Notice  here,  that  we  have  proved  above  that  the  Term  utmoft 
Limits  of  Cobbifeconte ,  does  not  mean  the  Mouth  of  Cobbifecontey  but  it’s  Source  or 
Head  ;  and  that  thole  Words  of  the  Grant  cannot  be  explained  otherwife,  without- 
ujing  Violence ,  and  departing  from  the  common  Rules  of  Conflruhlion  ;  and  accordingly 
they  are  reduced  to  an  Ablurdity  &  Conrradidlion  in  attempting  to  explain  them 
otherwife.  —  Let  us  fubftitute  then  in  their  Defcription  the  Expreftion  Head  of 
Cobbifeconte ,  in  the  Room  of  Mouth  of  Cobbifeconte,  and  fee  how  it  will  run  then,*w2. 
“  All  that  Traci  of  Land  which  lieth  between  the  Head  of  Cobbifeconte  (which 
44  adjoineth  the  River  Kennebeck)  Seaward ,  and  the  Falls  at  Neguamkike V — Head 
of  Cobbifeconte  Sea-ward — Nothing  can  be  more  abfurd,  for  the  Head  of  Cobbifeconte 
is  many  Miles  further  from  the  Sea ,  than  Neguamkike. —  44  Can  any  Thing  be  more 
44  plain  and  clear  ?  And  muff  not  thefe  People  take  uncommon  Pains  to  o'ofcure 
44  the  Intent  and  Defign  of  the  Plymouth -Grant  f 

They  go  on  and  fay,  44  That  the  Council  never  intended  to  grant  them  to  theSea, 
44  will  further  appear  {it  has  not  appear  d yet)  if  another  Clauie  in  their  Kennebeck - 
44  Grant  be  confidered,  which  they  have  with  great  Ingenuity  omitted  ;  namely, 

44  with  free  Ingrefs,  Egrefs,  and  Regrcfs  with  Ships,  Boats  &c.  from  the  Sea  coin* 

44  monly  called  the  Weftern  Ocean  to  the  faid  River  called  Kennebeck ,  and  from 
44  the  faid  River  to  the  faid  IVeftern  Ocean.”  44  Is  not  this  marvellous,  upon  their 
44  Suppofition,  fir  ft  to  grant  them  a  River  to  the  Sea,  and  then  Liberty  to  enter 
44  into  it  at  the  Sea,  and  go  up  with  their  Vdlels,  and  then  Liberty  to  go  down 
44  the  fame  to  the  Sea  ?” 

We  apprehend  there  is  nothing  marvellous  in  it,  when  it  is  confidered  that  it 
is  no  unufual  Thing  for  the  fame  or  like  Expreftions  to  be  found  in  Deeds  wherein 
Rivers  and  the  Lands  bordering  upon  them  are  defcribed  and  conveyed  :  they 
ferve  to  convey  more  fully  the  Intention  and  Defign  of  the  Parties  ;  or  (to  fay  the 
worft)  they  are  like  many  Expreftions  in  all  Deeds,  redundant.  —  We  fhall  give 
one  Inftance  from  our  Province  Charter,  (Page  3.)  where  a  Grant  is  made  of  the 
Province  and  44  of  all  Elavens  Ports  Rivers  Waters  &c.  within  theBounds  thereof ; 

And 
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And  (a  few  Lines  after)  free  Liberty  of  Fifhing  in  or  within  any  of  the  Rivers 
and  Waters  within  faid  Bounds.” — Here  is  a  Grant  of  the  Rivers  and  Waters  with¬ 
in  the  Bounds  of  the  Province,  and  then  of  a  Liberty  of  Fifhing  in  any  of  the 
Rivers  and  Waters  within  faid  Bounds. — “  Is  it  not  marvellous  (to  Reajon  in  their 
Manner )  Hrfb  to  grant  the  Rivers  and  Waters,  and  then  Liberty  to  fifh  in  thofe 
Ri  vers  and  Waters.  From  hence  it  follows,  that  the  Rivers  and  Waters  were  not 
granted,  but  only  a  Liberty  of  fifhing  in  them” — Who  does  not  fee  that  the  Li¬ 
berty  of  Fifhing  is  fuperfluous,  and  only  a  redundant  Expreftion  ?  And  who  does 
not  fee  the  Weaknefs  of  concluding  therefrom  that  the  Rivers  and  Waters  were 
not  granted  ? — This  would  be  fufiicient  if  we  had  nothing  more  to  reply  on  this 
Head  :  But  we  would  further  fay.  tHat'tHTs  Liberty- of  Ingrefs &c.  refpe&s  the 
wholFRiver  Kennebeck ,  andconfequentlythat  Part  of  it  which  is  not  grantecTTy 
theTatent  to  the  Ply  me  nth  Company  ;AJ1  tlTFlaid  Rrver  within  our  bounds  is 
grantedTand  a  Liberty~oF  Ingrefs  Egrefs"arid  Regrefs  &c.  from  the  Ucean~to~the 
LTdALv erT a nfl  conieqilenfly- to  tKat  Part  of  Tt  not' granted)  ancT i ro  mTaicT  R'iwT 
fandTonla^^  thaTPaTt  of  iFnot  granted)  to  the  OceanT"  This  Claufc  is 

iatifejy  coimftent wltlvwliiat~ precedes  it  andTs  a  neceilary  CJaufe,  as  it  gives  us  a 
Cjberty^Wpalllng  and  repaffmg  upon  that  Part  oFthFlIIver^hiFMS  not  granted" 
tcTusTandlfeefore  cannot  be  charged  e v  frTwIt h_bei n g  'Redundant — 

And  now  let  us  afk,  Whether  Tt can  beTmputed  to  any  Thing  but  their  Dul- 
nefsfffor  we  will  fuppofe  them  honed)  that  they  bring  this  as  an  Argument  why  the 
Plymouth  Council  never  intended  to  grant  us  to  the  Sea  ?  The  long  String  of  other 
Confequences  tyed  to  this  Claufe,  only  affords  a  further  Confirmation  of  their 
Dulnefs. 

They  then  proceed  (having  faid  nothing  to  the  Purpofe  for  near  two  Pages)  to 
quote  from  our  Remarks  what  we  have  above  quoted,  viz.  “  That  the  Word  to¬ 
wards  (the  Weftern  Ocean)  is  Synonimous  or  has  the  fame  Meaning  with  on  or 
upon  (the  Weftern  Ocean)  will  appear  in  this  Cafe  at  leaft  probable,  if  the  De- 
fign  and  Intent  of  the  Grant  be  confidered  :  The  Preamble  to  which  in  the 
Plymouth- Patent  runs  thus  j  And  for  as  much  at  they  have  no  convenient  Place 
either  of  "Trading  or  Fifhing  within  their  own  Precindts  (the  old  Colony  of 
Plymouth)  whereby  after  fo  long  Travel  and  great  Pains,  lb  hopeful  a  Planta¬ 
tion  may  fubfift  &c.” 

“  It  has  been  fully  ftiewn  (fay  they)  by  what  has  been  already  faid,  that  -the 
Word  towards ,  does  not  fignify  that  their  Courfe  from  Cobbifeconte  muff  be 
down  the  River  Kennebeck ,  but  fignifies  only  that  Cobbifeconte  is  their  extreme 
Boundary  next  the  Sea,  or  that  they  could  proceed  no  farther  than  Cobbifeconte 
towards  the  Sea  ;  which  makes  it  altogether  unneceflary  to  take  any  Notice  of 
what  they  fay  concerning  it’s  being  Synonimous  to  on  or  upon,  neither  will  the 
Preamble  to  their  Kennebeck- Grant  ierve  to  fupport  this  Suppofition.” 

We  have  proved  (above)  the  Reverfe  of  what  they  here  declare  *,  and  therefore  .  . 
it  will  be  abfolutely  neceffary  for  them  to  take  feme  Notice  of  what  we  faid  con¬ 
cerning  the  Word  towards  “that  it  has  the  fame  Meaning  in  this  Cafe  with  the 
Word^#  or  upon.”  But  let  us  examine  their  Reafon,  why  the  Preamble  to  the 
Kennebeck- Grant  will  not  ferve  to  fupport  this  Suppofition,  The  Reafon  is,* 

B  2  “  becaufe 
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them  with  a  tradino-  pj°ce  •  'for  the  T  m!'  .larf;e  enough  to  accommodate 

pears  from  this  Confi delation that  PT  ,r‘h  '  Ind'anS  Was  defiS"’d’  * aP' 
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the  Grant  it  felf,  )n which  there  R  nfryf"  A-*'16  Grfntors  °rGramees  only  from 
Domeftick  Trade.  Trading  is  menr  n  'Hln<a.10n  made  clther  ot  a  Foreign  or  a 
And  it  is  reafonable  to  think  thaTIhe  at  arSf’  wllol)y  without  Limitation  : 
(he  Graur,  would  ,o  hV.^if  °b““"6 

both  in  Regard  of  Trade  and  every  Thins  elfe  If  we C  P"11^10"  as  Poffible> 
mouth  was  a  good  Sea-Port  at  that  rime  f  u-  l  •  "  ow  there,ore  that  Ply. 

then,  than  it  is  now)  it  will  not  from  the’  W  11  T  ,10t>  if  ic  »o  better 
procure  another  Sea-Port,  and  a  better  Sea Cp°  °W’.  tha' •  tlle  Grantees  would  not 
Domeftick  &  ForeignTrade  when  thev  1  t  ort’'v^ere  they  might  carry  on  both  a 
contrary  Trading  and  Filhing  (both  w  h  i  c  h  I  h  ^  P  i°P  P° f  C  °  ° '  7  °Pdoing  ic- — On  the 
being  mentioned  together  and  Fifhinn-  n  ^  §ranted  was  ro  be  adapted  for) 
beyond  any  reafonabl & Ztz  ^ade,  it  i 

■  was  intended.  S"  1  rade  (not  ^dudtng  a  Domeftick  one.) 

tr-  H‘1  ■  “  "  *«*•»  Oiy 

^  “  with  the  Recurn  of  the  Shins  we  f  jvr  S '^‘^or>Sas  ^J°ws5  “  July  1627.. 

-  '  Inrtrudtion  was  «  to “  "hoffc  third 

SI".:? 
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Quotation  for  them" V  If  7hev  '  TT^5  to  **  ^uTiuckl 

poffibly  have  tho’t,  .hat  the7 fit  trading  Place  which^/T/’  f°me  Perf°nS  migh' 

get  a  Patent  for,  was  a  Place  fit  only  for  the  Indian  ft  77°  hnS!™d  tc 
been,  an  unnatural  Conftmrtinn  .  r  d  .  •  ln  ,n  ^  ra°e  ;  This  would  hav< 

Keafon  why  they  wanted  a  Patent  is  rn  T  T  "T  ^  Room  f°r  it,  when  th< 
“  envy  our  trading  there  I  £  COflder  d’  “  becaufe  the  fijhing  Ship, 
“  elude  us.”_Why  ftouldThe J  ^  t0  gct  a^ent  to  ex- 

vourto  get  a  Paten:  to  exclude  thln/if  iTwrV7  pr"^  1  there.’  and  endea' 
come.  This  (hews  it  was  a  Place  fit  for  a  fr.  S  %  *7  vvd?ere  could  noi 
they  carried  on  there.  What  thev  further  m^n,  ra^e>  whatever  the  Trade  was 
ford  about  their  fendincr  a  Boat- 1  md  rf  r  T-10^  therefore  *rom  Govcrnour  Brad - 

in  Exchange  for  it  a  confiderable  Qiianti'v'of^Furs*”^1^'  I  3nd  bringing  Home 
It  appears  then  from  all  ihev  have  (hid  .1 7.  -r  P  ’  o  nothing  to  the  Purpofe, 
PurS.,  Trade,  and  a  Trade’  S  »  < 


“  Well, 
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u  Well,  fay  the  Pkyfnouth  Company,  but  how  is  that  Part  of  the  Grant  fatisfied, 

€i  that  was  defigned  to  accommodate  us  with  a  Fifheiy  ?  Such  ap  Inland  Tradt 
*■*  which  does  not  include  the  Sea  Coaft,  no  Way  anfwers  the  Defign  of  Trading 
44  and  carrying  on  the  Fifhery  ”  It  fhould  feem  by  this  that  they  not  read  their 
44  own  Patent,  for  but  a  few  Lines  further  forward  are  thefe  \yoras,  viz.  “  With 
44  Liberty  of  Fifhin^  on  any  Part  of  the  Sea  Coaft  f  and  Sea  Shores  of  any  of  the 
“  Seas  or  Iflands  adjacent  This  is  over  and  above  their  Fifhing  granted  them 
“  before. —  Is  not  here  a  Place  for  Trade ,  and  another  for  Fiftoing  P  Will  not  this 
44  content  them  P  Are  they  (till  like  froward ,  way-ward  Children  ?  That  in  their 
“  peevifh  Humours  will  throw  away  one  Play-Thing  that  is  gPen  them,  and  be 
44  aiming  at  another  out  of  their  Reach  P  T  his  we  apprehend  comes  up  fully  to 
41  the  Point,  and  that  the  Defign  of  their  Kennebeck  Grant  is  intirely  fatisfied  and 
44  anfwer’d,  and  by  no  Means  truftrated  or  againft  Reafon.” 

It  is  evident  that  this  general  Claufe  46  with  Liberty  of  Fifhing  cn  any  Part  of 
the  Sea  Coaft ,  &c.”  is  in  Reality  no  Grant  at  all  ;  for  the  Grantees  had  thatLiberty 
in  Common  with  other  Enghfh  Subjects  before  the  Patent  was  given.  But  fuppo- 
fing  it  be  a  Grant,  it  is  fuch  a  Grant  as  no  Way  comports  with  the  Defign  of  the 
Patent,  which  was  4‘  to  give ,  grant ,  bargain ,  fell ,  aliene ,  enfeeffe ,  allot,  rfftgn  and 
44  confirm  unto  the  Patentees  and  their  rfjfigns,  a  convenient  Place  for  T rade  &  Fifhing.” 

• — If  to  give ,  grant ,  &c.  a  con  venient  Place  for  Filing,  means  only  to  grant  a  Liberty 
cf  Fifhing,  then  indeed  their  Logic  may-  be  good  :  but  if  the  Fee  of  the  Land  is 
granted,  and  that  Land  is  to  be  a  convenient  Place  for  the  Fifhery  (which  no 
Words  can  exprefs  more  fully)  then  what  they  have  faid  is  nothing  at  all  to  the 
Purpofe.  And  it  remains  a  juft  Confequence,  That  the  Defign  and.  Intent  of  the 
Kennebeck  Grant  is  unanfwer  d  and  frustrated  y  if  it  does  not  extend  down  to  the  Sea  ♦, 
and,  that  to  conflrue  it  as  not  including  the  Sea  Coaft  is  a  ConStruKion  againft  Keafon 
44  It  remains  (fay  they)  to  fay  fomething  to  the  reft  of  this  Paragraph,  which  is 
44  in  the  V/ords  following,  namely,  “  Befides  it  is  a  Rule  in  Law  thac  all  Grants 
44  muft  have  a  favourableConftrubtion,  and  be  fo  conftrued  as  to  make  them, operate 
44  if  poffible,  according  to  the  Intent  of  the  Parties,  efpecialiy  where  that  Intent  can 
44  be  collebled  from  the  Inftruments  executed  by  them.”  It  is  a  Rule  a  lib,  44  that 
44  Grants  fhall  be  taken  meft  ftrongly  againft  the  Grantor ,  and  hi  oft  beneficial  to 
“  the  Grantees If  the  Defcription  therefore  of  the. Land  granted  be  any  Way 
44  dubious  or  uncertain,  fo  as  to  admit  of  various  Conftrubrions,  fuch  Conftrudf ion 
44  fhall  be  received  as  is  moft  favourable  to  the  Grantees,  and  will  render  the  Defign 
44  of  the  Grant  effectual-.  As  therefore  the  Intent  of  the  Plymouth  Grantors  is 
44  expreffed  in  their  Patent,  and  as  Grants  are  to  be  conftrued  moft  beneficial  to 
44  the  Grantees,  th Plymouth  Grant  muft  operate  and  be  conftrued  accordingly, 
44  that  is,  it  muft  extend  to ,  and  be  bounded  on  or  upon  the  IVeSDrn  Ocean.” —  44  We 
44  (fay  the  Brmfwick  Proprietors )  are  intirely  of  their  Opinion,  that  the  Intent  of 
44  the  Plymouth  Grantors  is  fully  exprefifed  in  their  Patent  •,  namelv,  to  grant  them 
44  a  convenient  Place  for  Trading  and  Fifhing ,  which  they  have  done,  as  has  been 
44  demonftrated  above.  And  that  there  is  nothing  in  Reality  fo  dubious  or  uncer- 
44  tain  in  theDefcription  of  the  Land,  but  what  will  admit  of  a  very  eafy ,  natural , 
f  andraUoiyalConftrudlion^v.  have  alfo  fh'own  :  unlefs  what  is  artfully  made  io,by 

44  them* 
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“  them  who  defign  to  take  Advantage  of  fuch  Uncertainty,  by  Virtue  of  their 
Rules  before  mentioned ,  which  we  fay  muft  be  bad  ones ,  becaufe  it’s  in  the  Power 
ot  any  Grantees  whatfoever,  to  make  a  Grant  dubious  and  uncertain,  and  to 
give  it  various  Conftru&ions,  and  always  will  be  until  there  is  nothing  ambi¬ 
guous  or  equivocal  inLanguage  ;  that  is, until  it  be  abfolutely  perfect,  all  Men’s 
Underftandings  on  a  Level,  and  they  in  their  Commerce  one  with  another  up¬ 
right  and  difinterefled,  and  until  then,  it  will  be  in  the  Power  of  every  Man 
“  who  is  weak  or  wicked  enough,  with  a  fmall  Share  of  Artifice,  to  give  various 
Conftrudtions  to  any  Words  orWriting  whatfoever,  which  is  largely  exemplified 
in  the  Plymout  hComp&ny  s  Remarks.  We  think  enough  has  been  faid  to  evince 
that  tnefe  Rules  cannot  be  good  ones,  and  that  on  the  Suppofetion  they  are  ever 
f°  &ood,  they  cannot  take  Place  in  the  Cafe  now  under  Confederation)  and  therefore, 
iuat  t  he  ii  faid  Giant  upon  Kennebeck- River  cannot  extend  to  t-hekKe  Stern  Ocean.3* 
We  have  feen  above  what  their  Demonstration  has  amounted  to  *,  and  how  eafy, 
natural  and  rational  a  Construction  they  have  given  of  the  Plymouth  Grant.  Their 
Demonftration  is  nothing  more  than  Begging  of  the  Queftion  ;  and  theirConftruc- 
tion  *0iced,  unnatural  and  abfurd. —  As  to  the  Rules  of  Law  above-mentioned 
they  have  very  modeftly  given  their  Opinion  of  them,  that  they  are  bad  Rules  • 
but  why  are  they  bad  ?  “  Becaufe  (fay  they)  it’s  in  the  Power  of  any  Grantees 
whatfoever,  to  make  a  Grant  dubious  and  uncertain  by  Virtue  of  thofe  Rules.” 

'  us  iepeat  thofe  Rules  and  try  if  we  can  draw  this  Confequence  from  them. 

ill.  “  All  Grants  mufi;  have  a  favourable  Conff ruction,  and  be  fo  conftrued  as 
to  make  them  operate  if  poffible  according  to  the  Intent  of  the  Parties,  efpecially 
where  that  Intent  can  be  coileded  from  thelnftruments  executed  by  them.”— Does 
it  from  hence  follow  that  it  is  in  the  Power  of  any  Grantees  whatfoever  to  make  a 
Grant  dubious  and  uncertain  ?—  The  2d  Rule  is,  “  That  Grants  fhall  be  taken 
mod  ftrongly  againfl  the  Grantor,  and  mod  beneficial  to  the  Grantee.”—  Does  it 
from  hence  follow,  that  any  Grantee  can  make  a  Grant  dubious  and  uncertain  ; 
and  therefore  that  the  Rules  are  bad.  Whatever  the  Rules  may  be,  his  plain  their 
Reafoning  from  them, is  bad  ?  We  believe  we  can  give  a  better  Reafon  why  they 
would  have  them  thought  bad,  namely  “  becaufe  it  does  not  fuit  their  Turn 
that  they  fhould  be  thought  good  Rules.”— Th  y  do  not  pretend  to  difpute, whe¬ 
ther  thole  Rules  are  really  Rules  ofe Law  j  and  if  they  did,  the  Confequence  would 
be  juft  the  fame  ;  for  they  are  not  to  be  the  Judges  of  the  Law  :  and  it  is  well 
they  are  not,  for  they  are  not  Judges  of  Law. 

?  But  ffay  theyj  “  on  the  Supposition  they  are  ever  fo  good  they  cannot  take 
Place  in  the  Cafe  now  under  Consideration.” — This  is  gratis  dictum  :  They  have 
not  faid  one  Word  to  fupport  this  Affertion  ;  and.  therefore  their  Confequence 
from  it,  viz.  “  That  our  Kennebeck  Grant  cannot  extend  to  the  Ocean  fe  mufi:  fall  to 

the  Ground. - 1  hefe  Rules  then  turn  out  to  be  Rules  of  Law, and  good  Rules  ; 

and  as  the  Brurfwick  Proprietors  have  faid  nothing  todifprove  the  juftnefs  of  the 
Confequence  we  have  collected  from  them,  it  will  ftill  appear  that  the  Confequence 
is  j:uft  ;  and  we  doubt  not  every  unprejudiced  Reader  will  judge  it  really  fo. 

“  therefore  (to  repeat  it)  the  Intent  of  /^  Plymouth  Grantors  is  fully  exprejfed 
■in  their  patent ,  namely,  to  grant  a  fuitable  Place  for  Trading  and  carrying  on  the 

Fijhery  ; 


C  13  ] 

Fifhery  •,  and  as  Grants  are  to  be  conjlrued  in  a  Manner  moft  beneficial  to  the  Grantees , 
the  Plymouth  Grant  muft  operate  and  be  conjlrued  accordingly  :  That  is ,  it  mujl  ex¬ 
tend  to ,  and  be  bounded  on  or  upon  the  fVeJlern  Ocean .” 

II.  They  acknowledge  the  Propriety  of  ourRemarks  on  their  2d  &  3dExtra6l, 
but  objedl  to  the  Validity  of  our  Indian  Deeds. 

In  our  Remarks,  we  recited  their  2d  Extrad,  which  is  from  an  Indian  Deed  to 
the  Plymouth  Colony ,  dated  Augujl  8.  1648,  44  conveying  all  the  Lands  on  both 
Sides  of  the  River  Kennebeck  from  Cufhenoc  upwards  to  IVejferunfett.  This  Trad 
we  tookNotice  includes  that  which  Sir  By  by  Lake  &c.  claim  above  Negumkike  Falls , 
fas  they  lay  it  down  in  their  Plan,)  "by  Virtue  of  an  Indian  Deed  to  Chrijlopher 
Lazvfon,  dated  May  24th  1653,  near  five  Years  after  the  Indian  Deed  to  the 
Colony  of  Plymouth  was  dated.  They  acknowledge  that  the  Plymouth  Colony  Deed 
is  prior  to  Lawfons ,  but  44  being  notably  deficient  in  every  Thing  that  is  of  the 
Effence  of  a  proper  Conveyance,  Lawfon’ s  (which  is  executed  &c.  with  all  the 
ufual  and  proper  Solemnities)  notwithftanding  it  is  of  a  later  Date  than  the  other, 
will,  they  fay,  take  Place  of  it.”  With  Rcfped  to  the  Colony  Deed ,  it  is  as  perled 
and  as  well  wrote  as  any  Deeds  of  that  Time,  and  nothing  inferiour  to  Lawfon's^ 
(being  executed  &c.  with  all  the  ufual  and  proper  Solemnities)  and  its  Priority  in 
Point°of  Time  (which  is  acknowledged)  will  render  it  prior  in  all  Refpeds  toLaw- 
fon's.  We  do  not  here  mention  the  Laws  of  the  Colony  reipeding  Purchafes  from 
the  Indiansr  but  fhall  take  Notice  of  them  under  the  8th  Article,  which  will  eafily 
fettle  the  DTpute,  and  determine  it  in  our  Favour,  even  if  the  Colony  Deed  be  de¬ 
ficient  in  every  Thing  that  is  of  the  Effence  of  a  proper  Conveyance. 

We  remark’d  under  laid  Extrad,  that  “  they  had  not  mark’d  for  very  good: 
“  Reafons  where  IVejferunfett  is  *,  for  they  know,  that  as  IVefJerunfett  is  within 
tc  ten  Miles  of  Norridgwalk  Town,  this  Plymouth  Indian  I  raft  mull  not  only  in- 
“  elude  the  whole  of  Sir  Byby%  but  a  much  larger  •,  for  Vejferunfett  is  manyMiles 
44  above  the  upper  and  Cufhenoc  many  Miles  below  the  lower  Limits  of  Sir  By'by  s  laid 
44  Traft”.  They  fay  in  Anfwer  :  44  Our  not  knowing  where  IVejferunfett  is,  we 
44  tho’t  one  of  the  belief  Reafons  we  could  have  for  not  marking  it  in  our  Plan, 
4A  t ho’ they  affert  fo  confidently,  that  we  do  know  it  to  be  within  ten  Miles  of 
44  Norridgwalk  Town.”  They  only  infinuate  here,  but  do  not  fay  pofitively, 
that  they  did  not  know  where  IVefferunftt  is  •,  and  if  they  had  laid  fo,  v.e  Ihouid 
have  had  fome  Doubt  about  it,  for  they  have  feen  the  Affidavit  of  Mr  .J'ofepb  Bam , 
(and  perhaps  have  got  a  Copy  of  it)  about  the  Situation  of  IVejferunfett  •,  in  which 
he  mentions  it  44  as  being  a  Branch  of  Fennebeck- Fiver  on  the  La  ft  Side  of  ia.d 
River  near  to  old  Norridgwalk .”  Which  Affidavit  proves,  that  as  IVejferunfett  is 
within  a  lefsDiftance  than  ten  Miles  of  Norridgwalk ,  the  faid  IndianFracl  includes 
not  only  the  whole  of  Lawfon  s,  but  a  much  larger  and  proves  alfo,  as  they 
have  feen  it,  and  have  a  Copy  of  it,  that  they  knew  (notwithftanding  their  Infinu- 
ation  to  the  contrary)  the  Situation  of  IVejferunfett.  The  Reaion  they  have  offer’d 
therefore  is  fo  far  from  being  one  of  the  bell  of  Reafons,  that  it  is  no  Reafon  at 
all  why  they  did  not  mark  IVejferunfett  on  their  Plan  :  but  the  true  and  only  Rea¬ 
fon  was,  becaufe  they  knew  that  every  Body  immediately  on  comparing  their  Plan 
and  Extracts  together,  would  fee  vy  hat  they  wanted  to  conceal,  that  Law  foils  fa  id. 
Tradt  was  wholly  included  in  curs .  Cai 


c 
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On  their  third  Extract,  which  is  from  an  Indian  Deed  to  the  Plymouth  Colony, 
dated  September  ioth  1653,  conveying  all  that  Trad  of  Land  from  Cobbifeconte  to 
a  Place  called  Ufeiunfett  or  Wejferunfett  \  we  remark’d,  “  T  hat  this  Indian  Deed, 
lo  tar  as  it  relates  to  the  Lands  lying  between  Cobbifeconte  and  Negumkikee- Falls, 
ct  does  noc  interfere  with  Lawfon'%  Deed, and  fo  gives  a  good  Conveyance  of  thofe 
“  Lands,  notwithdanding  Lawfons  Deed  h  prior  thereto.”  They  fay  in  Anfwer 
hereto,  I  hat  “  they  were  guilty  of  a  Miftake,  in  calling  this  a  Deed  ;  for  it  is 
nothing  more  than  an  Indian  Certificate,  without  Date.  The  Colony  of  Ply - 
mouth,  don’t  prefume  to  call  it  any  Thing  more  than  a  Writing ,  and  inftead  of 
“  its  being  dated  Sept.  10.  1653,  it  is  minuted  on  the  Top,  “  a  Writing  appoint¬ 
ed  to  be  recorded  the  10th  of  September  1653.”  which  we  thro’  a  Miftake 
took  for  the  Date  of  it.” — If  this  Deed  be  without  Date,  we  cannot  conceive 
how  any  Deed  can  have  a  Date  ;  for  in  the  very  firft  Line  is  the  Date  of  it,  viz. 
hept.  10.  1653.  and  there  is  no  Minute  at  all  on  the  Top  of  it,  of  it’s  being  a 
Writing  appointed  to  be  Recorded  Sept.  10.  1653.  So  that  it  is  not  deficient  with 
Regard  to  it’s  Date.  The  only  Reafon  then  remaining  why  it  cannot  be  called  a 
Deed Ds,  “  becaufe  the  Plymouth  Co’ony  have  call’d  it  a  Writing.”  This  feems  to 
be  of  the  lame  Tenor  with  many  of  their  other  Reafons,  and  will  doubtlefs  induce 
their  Readers  to  think,  that  they  have  been  much  converfant  with  Methematical 
Demondrations.  We  fhall  only  lay,  that  this  is  as  good  a  Deed  with  Regard  to 
the  Clerkfhip  of  it,  as  any  Indian  Deed  that  Lawfon  or  the  Brunfwick  Proprietors 
may  be  pofTeffed  of  ;  and  in  all  other  Refpeds  preferable.  “  But  (to  ufe  their 
“  Words)  fmee  no  one  controverts  the  Plymouth  Company's  Title  to  the  Lands  be- 
“  tween  Cobbifeconte  and  Negumkikee- Falls,  we  fhall  fay  no  more  on  this  Head.’* 

III.  They  own  ourRemarks  on  their  4thExtrad  to  be  jud  ^  but  make  fome  little 
Obfervations  on  the  Confederation  Money  of  our  Purchafe  j  and  fome  great  ones 
on  that  of  their  own  ;  as  from  the  14th  to  the  1 6th  Page. 

In  our  Remarks  we  recired  their  fourth  Extract,  “  which  is  from  the  Plymouth 
44  Colony  Feed  to  Antipas  Boies  and  others  (whofe  SuccefTors  are  now  called  the  Ply¬ 
mouth  Company)  dated  Ottober  2  7.  1661,  which  conveys  to  them  the  fame  Trad  of 
44  Land  as  is  deferibed  in  their  Ext  rad  from  the  Plymouth  Patent.  As  Also  all 
44  the  Lands  from  Cufhenoc  upwards  to  Wejferunfett  bought  by  us  of  Monquine  alias 
44  Nattahanda  ;  as  appears  by  a  Deed  dated  Auguff  8.  1648,  and  confented  unto 
44  by  EJfemenofque,  Adago  Domago  and  Tajfauck ,  Chief  Men  of  the  Place  and  Pro- 
“  prietors  thereof  ” 

In  their  Note  under  this  Extrad  they  infinuated  that  the  Patent  Land ,  and  that 
which  is  conveyed  by  the  Indians  are  one  and  the  fame  :  On  which  we  remark’d, 
44  T  hat  fuch  an  Infinuation  refleded  upon  their  Underftanding  or  Honefty  •,  and 
44  that  they  either  did  not  underftand  Englifla,  or  mifreprefented  the  Meaning  of 
44  it  :  for  the  Term  As  also  being  a  diferiminating  Term,  plainly  didinguifhed 
“  the  Land  deferibed  in  the  Patent  from  theLand  deferibed  in  ihtlndianDeed  &c.” 

To  this  they  reply  :  “  We  think  the  utter  Uncertainty  of  the  Situation  of 
44  that  Place  called  Wejferunfett ,  willjuftify  us  with  the  Candid  and  Judicious  : 
*“  and  wc  beg  to  know,  fince  it  does  not  appear  where  Wejferunfett  is,  and  finceit 

' “  feems 
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u  fef  ms  to  have  been  the  Defign  of  the  Owners  of  the  Patent  Frail  to  corroborate 
“  theirTitle  to  faidTrad  with  the  Right  of  theiV<j//V«,why  we  might  not  rationally 
“  Conic  Hare  that  this  Place  might  be  the  fame  with  Negumkikee.  Wherefore  we 
“  ftiall  take  the  Liberty  to  differ  from  them,  and  fay,  that  it  is  no  Reflection  ei- 
“  ther  upon  ourUnderftanding  or  Honelfy.”— As  to  the  Situation  of  l Vefferunfett , 
we  have  proved  above  by  the  Affidavit  of  Mr.  Bane, that  it  is  within  a  lefsDiftance 
than  ten  Miles  of  Norridgwalk  ;  and  this  Affidavit  they  knew,  and  had  a  Copy  of. 
The  Situation  of  it  therefore  was  not  utterly  uncertain  ;  and  their  knowing  it  is  a 
Reafon  why  the  Candid  &  Judicious  will  not  juftify  them.  As  to  their  ConjeSure 
that  this  Place  might  be  the  fame  with  Negumkikee,  it  is  quite  irrational :  h  r  if  ic 
is  the  fame  with  Negumkikee,  the  laft  defcribed  Trad  is  included  in  that  firft  de- 
fcribed  •,  and  in  that  Cafe  there  is  no  Propriety  in  the  Term  As  also,  which 
makes  the  laft  defcribed  Trad  diftind  from  the  firft.  We  had  Reafon  then  to 
fay,  that  they  either  did  not  underhand  Englifh,  or  mifreprefented  the  Meaning 
of  it  •,  and  they  are  fo  far  from  proving  the  contrary,  that  they  now  feem  char¬ 
geable  with  both.  . 

We  come  now  to  their  Obfervations  on  the  Confideration-Money  of  car  Pur- 
chafe,  and  their  oven.  One  Thing  (fay  they)  we  would  mention,  and  that  is  the 
“  Confideration  of  their  Grant  which  they  fay  was  no  lefs  than  four  Hundred 
“  Pounds  Sterling.  Is  this  fuch  a  mighty  Sum  to  brag  of?  In  1669,  they  leafed 
“  the  Trade  with  the  Natives  and  Trading  Houfe  for  about  Forty  Pounds  Sterling , 

which  was  ten  per  Cent,  for  their  Money  j  which  fhews  that  they  had  it  at 
“  ten  Years  Purchafe,  and  was  an  exceeding  good  Bargain.. — However  good,  the 
Bargain  might  be,  the  Colony  of  Plymouth  were  glad  to  get  tid  of  it  ;  for  tho’  the 
Trade  brought  them  an  annual  Income,  it  was  fo  often  interrupted  by  Hoftilities 
committed  by  the  Indians,  and  by  that  Means  was  fo  precarious,  that  they  did  n  >c 
think  ic  worth  profecuting,  and  accordingly  fold  the  whole  of  their  Intereft  on 
Kenneieck  River  to  Boies  E?  Company.  If  it  had  been  worth  to  them  Fsrty  Pounds 
Sterling  communibus  Annis ,  they  would  never  have  fold  it  to  Boies  for  Four  Hundred 
Pounds  -  They  knew  better  funk fs  we  are  to  fuppofe  them  Fools)  than  to  part 
with  fo  valuable  an  Intereft  at  that  Rate.  They  had  had  a  great  many  Years  Ex¬ 
perience  of  the  Worth  of  it,  and  found  that  Four  Hundred  Pounds  Sterling  was  a 
full  Equivalent  -,  which  is  abundantly  manifeft  from  their  uniledRatification  in  1 662, 
of  the  Sale  which  they  made  in  1661,  vid.  Extrads  annex’d  to  the  printed  Patent, 
pas,e  1 8  —The  Goodnefs  of  Boies' s  Bargain  then,  cannot  be  infer’d  from  his 
Leafino-  the  Premiffes  for  Forty  Pounds  Sterling  for  one  Year,  becaufe  for  the  fame 
Reafon3 that  they  were  not  worth  fo  much  ( communibus  Annis)  to  the  Colony  of  Ply¬ 
mouth,  they  could  not  be  worth  fo  much  to  Boies.  It  is  very  likely  Boies  E?  Com¬ 
pany,  mmht  think  they  had  an  Equivalent  for  their  Money,  but  the  Event  turns 
out  otherwife,  for  it  does  not  appear  that  they  or  their  Succeffors  have  reaped  any 
Advantage  comparable  with  the  Sum  their  Purchafe  Money  amounts  to,  which 
calculated  at  fix  per  Cent.yearly,  comes  to  Ninety  Thoufand  Pounds  Stei  inj-,  which 
is  much  more  than  the  Pejepfcct  Lands,  and  one  Halt  of  the  pretended  Owners 
of  them  are  worth  together,  with  all  they  have  laid  out  upon  them. 

They  fay  further,  “  We  don’t  hear  them  boaft  of  any  Sums  expended  in  mi- 
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“  proving  the  Lands,  and  endeavouring  to  bring  on  any  Settlement  :  The  Rea- 

ion  is  plain,  they  never  fettled,  nor  endeavoured  to  fettle,  a  Angle  Family  nor 

„  ^ afingle  Perfon,  any  where  within  their  Claim,  but  only  at  their 

“  Trading  Houfe  at  Cujhenoc."  3 

Boafting  is  an  Imperfection  which  weak  Minds  aremoft  fubjeil  to  :  and  we  are 
content  that  the  Brunfwick  Proprietors  fliould  poflefs  it  unrival’d.  Tho’  we  do 
not  boafl  of  any  Sums  expended  jn  improving  the  Lands,  and  endeavouring  to 
bring  on  Settlements,  yet  the  Lands  have  been  improved,  and  Settlements  made 

'w,r  t  ,  br0tectl0nf  a"d  by  the  Encouragement  of  the  Colony  of  Plymouth  ;  for 
ai!  the  Inhabitants  of  Kennebeck  River  were  within  the  Jurifdidtion  of  Plymouth 
and  had  a  Government  among  themfelves  in  Confequence  thereof  dependent  on 
*.e,  Yovcrnrpent  ot  Plymouth,  to  which  they  were  all  obliged  toftake  an  Oath  of 
-p,  7 W,h  chrwas, th<:  Condition  of  their  being  allowed  to  be  Inhabitants  there, 

i  hey  fold  their  Lands  therefore  under  the  Colony  of  Plymouth  ;  and  confequently 
all  the  Improvements  &  Settlements  made  upon  them, were  made  under  theColonv 
ol  1  lymouth  It  is  a  Miftake  therefore  in  th eBrunfwick  Proprietors  to  fav.chat  not  a 
ingle  Family,  nor  fo  much  as  a  Angle  Perfon,  was  fettled  by  or  under  the  Plymouth 
Colony  any  where  within  their  Claim,  except  at  their  Trading  Houfe  at  Cujhenoc. 

1  he  prtk'ntPoAefl  rs  of  thefe  Lands, fo  far  as  they  areDefcendants  from  thofe  who 
held  under  ttePlymouthCoIony, now  hold  under  us  as  theAffigns  of  the  faidColonv  : 
and  molt  of  the  families  which  they  boast  to  have  placed  on  them,  acknowledge 
us  as  luch,  and  And  themfelves  happy  and  fecure  in  fo  doing.  ° 

We  fhall  next  conAder  their  Purch  .fe  Money,  and  the  great  Sums  which  they 
boajt  they  have  expended  in  the  Improvement  and  Settlement  of  what  they  call 
their  Lands.  Their -Purchafe  Money  was  One  Hundred  and  forty  Pounds  New- 
Fng.and  Currency,  m  the  Year  i y  14,  which  was  then  equal  to  Seventy  Pounds 
sterling  T  he  1  raft  they  have  purchafed.as  it  is  defcribed  in  their  Deed,  is  70  or 
8°  Miles  long,  and  perhaps  10  or  12  Miles  wide,  taking  one  Part  with  another  • 
and,  if  the  1  itle  had  been  good  and  indifputable,  mult  have  been  worth,  and  with¬ 
out  Doubt  would  have  fetch’d,  a  vaftly  greater  Sum  than  that.  The  Purchafcrs 
■cnew  they  lnould  loofe  but  aTnlle  if  the  Title  was  good  for  nothing  ;  and  tho’t 
there  was  a  Chance  of  making  fomething  of  it,  if  they  could  patch  it  up  •,  which 
accordingly  they  have  Ance  endeavoured  to  do  as  well  as  they  could.  We  (ball 
only  obierve  upon  it,  they  have  fhewn  a  good  Judgment  in  not  giving  more 
but  (luch  is  the  Weaknefs  of  human  Nature)  tho’ they  have  fhewn  a  a00d  Judo-.’ 
ment  in  that  Regard,  they  betray  a  want  of  Judgment  in  their  Expences  upon  the 
laid  Land  ;  for  they  lay  they  have  expended  in  improving  and  fettlino-  it  no  lefs 
a  Sum  than  Forty  Thoufand  Pounds  old  Tenor.  This  is  a  Sum  worth^WrW  a'- 
bout  tho’  it  be  at  the  Expence  of  their  Judgment  :  W  hat  a  poor  Pittance  does 
our  hour  Hundred  Pounds  Sterling  dwindle  to,  when  compared  with  it  !  Ic  is  a 
1  ity  they  did  not  let  us  know  how  this  Sum  arifes :  if  they  had, perhaps  we  fliould 
have  found  (notvvithffanding  they  fay  it  was  expended  to  the  aforefatd  Purpofes) 
that  'he  whole  or  the  great'  ll  Part  of  it  was  applied  to  carry  on  an  ill-concerted 
and  worfe  executed  Bijhtng  Scheme,  whereby  feveral  of  their  Company  almoft 
ruin  d  themfelves.  If  this  be  thcCafe, (which  is  extremely  probable)  it  would  not 

“  add 
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add  to  their  Merit,  if  inftead  of  Forty  Thoufand  Pounds ,  they  had  expended  or  loft 
forty  Million  :  tho’  it  would  prove  they  did  not  underftand  what  they  were  about. 

To  fwell  the  Sum  (till  larger  they  fay,  44  That  Major  Clarke  and  Capt.  Lake , 
(who  by  the  Way  were  not  of  the  Pejepfcot  Company)  have  expended  upon 
44  Sagadahock  and  Kennebeck  Rivers  in  order  to  fettle  the  Lands  and  improve  them; 
44  upwards  of  "Twenty  Thoufand  Pounds  Sterling — Whether  this  Sum  exceeds  the 
Truth  or  not,  we  neither  know  nor  care  :  but  this  we  know,  that  thofe  Gentle¬ 
men  loft  a  confiderable  Part  of  their  Eftate,  when  the  Indians  attack’d  Arrowfick 
in  the  Year  1676,  where  their  Eftate  principally  was  ;  and  carried  off  with  them 
a  great  Quantity  of  European  and  other  Goods,  to  a  great  Value,  after  burning 
their  Fort,  Dwelling-Houfes  and  Scores,  and  deftroying  every  Thing  which  would 
not  anfwer  their  Purpofes.  This  without  Doubt  comes  into  the  Account,  and 
makes  Part,  if  not  the  whole  of  the  T wenty  Thoufand  Pounds  ;  but  it  is  no  Proof 
that  that  Sum  was  expended  upon  Sagadahock  and  Kennebeck  Rivers,  in  order  to 
fettle  and  improve  the  Lands.  They  have  no  Reafon  then  to  vapour  about  what 
they  have  expended  upon  their  Settlements  ;  for  what  they  loft  was  in  profecuting 
an  idle  Scheme  *,  and  what  Clarke  and  Lake  loft,  was  by  an  unhappy  Accident.  It 
is  very  likely  that  the  Two  Thoufand  Pounds  Sterling  \  which  they  fay  Sir  By  by 
Lake  expended,  may  on  Examination,  be  accounted  for  in  the  fame  Way. 

IV.  They  own  alfo  our  Remarks  on  their  5th  Fxtradf  to  be  juft,  but  object  (as 
in  the  2d  Article,)  to  theValidity  of  our  IndianDeeds.  As  in  the  i6th&i  7  th  Page. 

In  our  Remarks  we  recited  their  fifth  Extradf,  44  which  is  from  an  IndianDeed 
to  B oies  &  Company ,  dated  July  8.  1665,  explaining  fthey  fayj  and  confirming 
44  the  Bounds  of  the  Deed  from  the  Plymouth  Colony  to  faid  Boies  &c.  and  con- 
44  veying  44  Ail  the  Lands  upon  both  Sides  of  Kennebeck  River,  from  the  lower 
44  End  of  Cobbifeconte  to  the  upper  Side  of  IVeJJerunfett .”  On  this  we  remark’d, 
that  44  here  is  a  plain  Acknowledgement  that  the  laid  Company’s  Tradt  bounds 
44  on  the  upper  Side  of  ll'ejferunfett,  and  confequently  they  implicitly  give  up  Sir 
44  Byby's  Pretenfions  to  all  Lands  between  Cobbifeconte  and  IVefferunfett —  In 
44  Anfwer  to  this  they  fay,  “And  fuppofe  theCafe  that  we  do  implicitly  give  up 
44  Sir  Bybf s  Pretenfions  to  thefe  Lands,  what  is  this  to  the  Purpofe  ?  We  have 
44  noAuthority  to  do  it.  But  they  mull  produce  fome  more  forcibleEvidence  than 
44  what  they  have  produced  that  fVefjerunfett  is  where  they  have  placed  it,  before 
44  we  or  any  one  elfe  can  be  perlwaded  to  give  Credit  to  it.”  —  bor  their  Satis¬ 
faction  we  have  produced  anEvidence  above  (which  they  are  no  Strangers  to)  that 
kVejferunjett  is  within  ten  Miles  of  Norndgwock  :  the  Situation  of  which  being  no 
longer  uncertain,  it  is  plain  they  give  up  Sir  Byby  s  Pretenfions  to  thole  Lands, 
which  tho’  they  have  no  Authority  for  it,  is  very  much  to  the  Purpofe,  as  it  is  the 
Acknowledgement  of  an  Adverfary  whole  Intereft  and  Inclination  leads  him  to 

take  every  poffible  Advantage  of  us. - -  44  Befides  (lay  they)  the  Indian  Deu.1 

44  to  Lawfon  for  the  Lands  above  Negumkike- Falls  which  bearsDateyMzy  24.1653, 
44  muft  evidently  have  the  Advantage  of  their  Indian  Deed  of  July  8.  J665,  HI 
“  Point  of  Priority ;  and  their  procuring  this  laft  mentioned  Deed,  affords  the 
•“  ftrongefl  Evidence,  that  they  look’d  upon  their  former  Indian  Deeds  mate- 
“  rially  defective,  as  in  Reality  they  are.” — Boies  &c.  procured  this  Deed  of 


,4  f  ofm  ^ '  ^nc'ians.’  anti  gave  fomething  in  Confideration  of  ir,  in  order  to 

I  fn  '  i  -A  l  Dv>d  Tern,ls,wuh  them  ’>  which  was  much  better  than  to  'chalWe  thofe 

,f  Mt*  !h  'rtUe  |°  u  rm"  Deeds’  and  by  that  Means  t0  run  the  Rbque  of  dif- 

[  JfcP*  ‘c3  hem,  which  might  end  in  an  nnpn  Dmrrpl  _ .  .  _ r _ 
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X  lni  slZ -,0;  VMl  forTr  S"*  te>8F«  »  iJfin;  ,„d  t"h"  of 
both  Tl!  nr  f  -Ch  t  ley  take  Norice  of  in  the  MarSin)  muft  take  Place  of 
..  N  ,  °b/erva';on  therefore  “  that  the  faid  Deed  of  1665,  cannot  in  the 

tweUaeVYeaUrs’ bdorefto°/e  °f/hf, Ind,ans  wh.°  %ned  ic  P^ted  with  faid  Lands 
T.  ,  *  ,  .  te  t°  is  extreamiy  impertinent. 

alfo  dtu  'th^  7  N*  '?  ack"owledSe  a  Miftake  :  They  acknowledge 

weir 'dice  il A  V  ,  °  °fe  Caufe  they  have  efpoufed)  could  no  Way 

pr  jvdice  Boies  s  1 Ittle,  if  the  Plymouth  Colony  had  a  good  Right  to  convev  •  But 

whick^Ev'  .Rteindhd  thuey  fayi!  0nly  fr0m  CobbiIecorit‘  to  the  Falls  at  Nejumkike , 
vvhich  tney  think  they  have  abundantly  demonftrated. - To  this  we  fhall  only 

“Mwi^im  to  ro°?r  '"v  hA  krCaIej  “  ThaC  WC  d0n,t  think  ourfelves  under  any 
„  \  1  c  fnklie  th,s  Abfurdity,  as  often  as  they  think  proper  to  repeat  ir 

"drtheref0re  refer  Reader  to  what  has  been  faid!  and  will  be  faid  tela  in^ 
to  It.  O 

They  go  on  to  fay, that  Boies  and  Company  did  not  rely  upon  the  Patent  Right, 

^  n  1  a  V  ^>ecau{'e  ^  th'y  had,  they  would  not  have  procured 

<{  r  ,,n/'an.  ^eed  of  1665.  beginning  where  the  PatentTraft  began,  namely  at 

f  c  1Jeccri  e‘  They  have  gjjjp’d  the  lame  Reafon  above,  to  prove  that  Boies 
and  Company  look  d  upon  thei^kmer  Indian  Deeds  as  defective;  and  therefore 
.ae  ame^  n  wer  given  in  that  Cafe^will  ferve  in  this,  namely,  that  Boies  and  Com¬ 
pany  tho  t  it  better  to  procure  the  Deed  of  1665.  and  give  the  Indians  fomething 
jn  Confideration  of  ir  than  to  hazard  a  Quarrel  by  averting  the  Right  in  the  Pre^ 
m'lcs,  by  Virtue  of  the  Patent  and  former  Indian  Deeds. 

cr  .  ‘;^hC7  t0  °Ur  ?emar^s  on  theirPIan,and  to  theAtteftations  of  Meflieurs 
~e:np.e  and  Johnftcn,  as  from  the  1 8th  to  the  25th  Page. 

In  our  Remarks  we  took  Notice  that  they  called  their  printed  Plan  “  a  true 

Copy  from  an  ancient  Plan  of  E.  Huicbinfin ,Efq;  Heath's,  Jones's  and  North's 

purveys,  and  obferved  that  “  they  only  could  conceive  how  a  Plan  taken  from 

*our  other  I  Ians  which  difagree,  could  be  called  a  true  Copy,  or  in  anv  Senfe  a 
Copy  from  them. ”  3 

1  o  this  theyAnfwer/6  That  it  was  entirely  befide  theirlntention  to  have  it  tho’t 
that  thefel  lans  were  intirely  copied  in  their  Plan,  but  only  that  every  Thing  ma¬ 
terial  in  their  laid  Plan  is  to  be  lound  in  one  or  another  of  the  four  Plans 
above  mentioned.” 

e  believe  it  was  their  Intention  to  have  it  thought  net  only  that  every  Thino- 
material  in  their  Plan  is  to  be  found  in  one  or  other  of  the  Plans  aforefaid,  but  alfo 
that  they  had  inferted  every  Thing  material  therein.  But  it  is  manifeft  that  Ne- 
gum.vke- Fa>i$  in  their  Plan  are  not  to  be  found  in  any  of  the  Plans  abovementioned, 

except 


665,  that  they 
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except  North’s  (which  is  of  no  Authority  with  them)  wherein  faid  Falls  are  found 
twenty  Miles  lower  down  Kennebeck  River  than  in  their  Plan  ;  and  it  is  equally 
manifeft  that  they  have  not  inferted  Wefferunfick  in  their  Plan,  which  is  one  of  the 
Boundaries  of  the  Plymouth  Company's  Land.  Thefe  are  material  Things  - —  The 
firft  they  infert  without  any  Authority  from  the  forementioned  Plans,  which  they 
pretend  to  copy  from  •,  and  the  laft  they  have  omitted,  becaufe  they  know  their 
Artifice  and  unjuft  Reprefentations  would  otherwife  be  detected. 

As  to  the  Plan  of  E.  Hutchinfon ,  Efq-,  faid  to  be  an  ancient  one,  we  remark’d, 
on  the  contrary,  44  that  it  was  a  modern  one,  and  very  erroneous,  &c.”  and  to  prove 
it  fo,  we  produced  the  Declarations  o\  Robert  Temple,  Efq*,  and  Mr.  Thomas  John - 
fton  from  which  they  have  taken  Occafion  to  ufe  thofe  Gentlemen  very  ill.  Capr. 
Temple  had  modeftly  declared,  44  1  hat  at  his  Jirft  coming  intoNew-Englad,  he  had 
“  the  Pleafure  of  being  acquainted  with  the  Hon.  Col.  Edward  Hutchinfon ,  lately 
44  deceas’d,  from  whom  about  that  Time  he  had  a  Plan  of  Kennebeck  River,  which 
41  he  told  him  was  of  his  Father's  drawing,  and  which  ^  took  a  Copy  of\  but  on 
44  being  better  acquainted  with  Kennebeck  River,  he  found  the  Plan  erroneous  and 
44  not  to  be  depended  on.”-— -To  this  they  Anfwer,  <l  That  Mr.  Temple's  firft  com- 
44  ing  into  New-England  ought  not  to  be  number’d  among  the  moft  remarkable 
44  iEras for  which  Realon  it  would  have  been  better  for  him  to  have  faid  when 
14  that  was  ;  and  if  the  Gentleman  had  declared  more  particularly  how  he  came 
44  acquainted  with  Col.  Hutchinfon,  and  to  what  End  Col.  Hutchinfon  let  him  have 
44  this  Plan,  it  might  poftibly  caftdbme  Light  on  the  Affair.  He  further  Swears, 
44  fay  they,  he  took  a  Copy  of  faid  Plan — on  which  there  are  fcarcely  any  Names 
44  of  the  Places  therein  which  are  in  the  Original,  and  there  is  Temple-Bar  wrote  on 
44  a  Place  which  makes  the  EaftermoftPart  of  the  Chops  of  Merry-Meeting*  Bay, on* 
44  this  faid  to  he  a  Copy  of,which  is  not  to  be  found  in  the  Original.  Further, this 
44  Gentleman' may  poffibly  be  able  to  affign  fome  Reafon  why  thePlace  aforefaid  is 
44  c&We&Temple- Bar, that  the  World  in  general  have  not  hitherto  been  acquainted  with. 
44  To  that  Part  of  his  Teftimony  wherein  he  fays,  upon  his  being  better  acquainted 
44  with' Kennebeck  River, he  found  faid  Plan  erroneous,  and  not  to  be  depended  on 
44  We  would  fay  it  is  reported,  that  he  tho’t  it  a  very  juft  and  true  Reprefentation 
44  of  the  Plymouth  Company's  Patent-Tradf,  and  of  the  Lands  below  Cobbifcconte 
44  belonging  to  the  late  Col.  Hutchinfon ,  &c.  and  that  it  was  not  immediately  on. 
44  his  being  better  acquainted  with  Kennebeck- River  that  he  alter’d  his  Mind  •,  and 
44  that  this  is  not  a  meer  Report,  will  appear  from  the  Atteftation  of  Jonathan 
44  Phil  brook,  and  Jonathan  Prebble  :  wherein  they  declare,  that  being  with  Capt< 
44  Temple  about  the  Year  174 3.  about  the  Purchafe  of  fome  Eaftern  Lands,  he 
44  fhew’d  them  a  Plan  defcribing  the  Plymouth  Purchafe,  and  pointed  out  to  them 
44  Cobbifeconte  in  faid  Plan  to  be  the  Sourthern  Bounds  of  faid  Patent,  and  told 
44  them,  that  Col.  Hutchinfon  owned  the  Lands  below  Cobbifeconte." 

*  *"  1 r  t  3,  .  •  .  y  k  4  .*  ,  / 

To  this  Capt.  Temple  reply’s  in  a  Letter  to  a  Gentleman  of  the  Plymouth  Company , 
viz. 

Cbarleftcwvz, 
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■CbarJeJlown,  April  17.  1753. 

S  I  R) 

“You  may  remember  how  loth  I  was  to  fay  any  Thing  refpefting  Col.  Hutch- 
infon' sPlan  •,  fuppofing  it  immaterial  to  the  Iffue  of  theControverfy,  whether 
was  an  ancient  or  modern  one.  And  altho  the  Author  of  what  is  call’d  An 
Anfwer  to  the  Remarks  of  the  Plymouth  Company ,  acknowledges  every  Thing  of  Mo¬ 
ment  in  my  Affidavit  (as  in  his  23d  Page  will  appear)  yet  he  is  pleas’d  irThis  20th 
Page  to  treat  me  very  indecently,  as  well  as  impertinently,  which  notwithftanding, 
could  not  have  provok’d  me  to  have  wrote  a  Line  in  Anfwer  to  him,  was  I  not 
perluadtd  that  his  Inuendoes  refpefting  my  firft  coming  into  this  Country,  and 
the  Manner  oi  my  becoming  acquainted  with  Col.  Hutchinfon ,  might  infinuate  to 
iome  of  nis  Readeis,  as  tho  I  had  intruded,  or  not  lo  properly  come  by  the  Ho¬ 
nour  which  that  Gentleman  did  me  in  his  Acquaintance  ;  and  puts  me  now  under 
a  Neceffity  of  troubling  you  firft  with  the  Manner  of  mv  coming  \nioNew- England 
and  how  I  came  by  the  Honour  of  my  Acquaintance  with  Col.  Hutchinfon ,  and 
other  Gentlemen.  And  fecondly,  how  I  came  by  the  ancient  Plan,  fo  called,  and 
how  the  Chops  of  Merry  Meeting  Bay  came  to  be  called  Temple- Bar  :  which  the  faid 
Author  p relumes  may  give  great  Light  unto  the  dark  Affairs  in  Controverfy  be¬ 
tween  the  Plymouth  Propriety  and  their  Opponents.  This  I  hope  will  prove  an 

Apology  for  my  taking  fo  much  of  Your’s,  or  anyGentleman’sTime  in  what  I  am 
oblig’d  to  fay  for  Anfwer. 

In  September  1717.  I  contracted  with  Capt.  James  Lnzmore  oiTopfham,  tobrincy 
me,  my  Servants,  and  what  little  Effects  I  had,  to  Bofton  ;  his  Veffel  then  lyino-  in 
Plymouth ,  where  lived  an  Uncle  of  mine,  one  Mr.  Nathanael  White,  a  Merchant, 
and  an  old  Inhabitant  of  that  I  own  ;  who  told  me  he  was  acquainted  with  leveral 
New- England  Gentlemen,  to  whom  he  would  recommend  me,  as  they  mieffit  be  of 
Service  to  me  by  their  Advice,  efpecially  in  my  Settlement  as  a  Farmer,  and  taking 
up  a  1  raft  of  Land  in  that  Country  •,  and  when  it  pleas’d  GOD  that  I  arrived  a*c 
Bofton,  I  waited  on  the  Gentlemen,  and  deliver’d  my  Uncle’s  Letters,  as  direfted  • 
viz.  To  Jonathan  Belcher ,  Efq-,  Thomas  Hutchinfon,  E%  Col.  Edward  Hutchinfon 
Daniel  Oliver,  and  William  Welfted,  Efqrs-,  Abiel  l Valley ,  Efq-,  Mr.  Pepperrell  of 
Kittery ,  &c.  I  was  received  with  great  Friendlhip  by  every  one  of  thefeGentlemen 
whom  I  found  to  be  Men  of  Worth  and  Clwafter  in  this  Place  :  I  was  often  in¬ 
vited  to  their  Eloufes,  which  were  always  open  to  me,  and  they  were  kind  enough 
to  giant  me  their  Countenance  and  Advice  upon  all  Occafions,  and  continued 
uo  me  thefe  Honours  to  the  very  laft. —  1  he  next  Thing  in  Order  to  give  a  further 
Light  to  this  Man  of  Darknefs,  is  how  I  came  by  the  ancient  Plan,  and  how  the 
—all  Side  of  the  Chops  of  Merry-Meeting  Bay  came  to  be  called  Temple-Bar  \  in 
order  to  which  I  would  obierve,  that  my  Eye  was  always  towards  a  good  Traftof 
Land,  as  well  as  a  convenient  Place  for  Navigation  ♦,  and  having  taken  my 
iirlt  Journey  into  Connecticut  Government,  where  I  was  very  friendly  received  by 
leveral  Gentlemen  in  thofe  Parts,  from  thefkind  Recommendation  of  Mr.  Belcher 
and  Mr.  IValley  ;  after  returning  to  Bofton ,  I  was  refolved  to  fee  the  Eaftern  Country 
a  O’  before  I  fhould  determine  where  to  begin  mySettlement  ;  and  then  I  was  re- 
'..onimended  byQapi.Thomas  Hut  chiffon, to  the  E  ejepfcotCompany ,  viz,  theHon.  Col. 
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Winthrop,  Dr.  Noyes,  and  Col.  Minot ,  then  ready  to  fail  In  a  Sloop  bound  to  Ken - 
nebeck  ;  in  the  Paffage  thither  and  at  the  Eaftward,  I  contra&ed  a  very  agreable 
Acquaintance  with  thofe  worthy  Gentlemen,  which  alfo  continued  during  their 
Lives  ;  they  were  alfo  kind  enough  to  fhew  me  what  they  call’d  Col.  Hutcbinfon'  s 
and  Sir  Byby  Lake" s  Land,  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  Kennebeck,  which  then  pleas’d  me 
much  better  than  thofe  on  the  Weft  Side  *  accordingly  on  my  Return  to  Boflon , 
I  waited  on  Col.  Hutcbinfon ,  and  having  communicated  to  him  my  Mind  refpeft- 
ing  his  Intereft  at  Kennebeck  *,  he  not  only  permitted,  but  invited  me  to  be  con¬ 
cern’d  with  him,  Sir  Byby  Lake ,  and  his  other  Partners,  in  the  Settlement  of  thofe 
Lands,  in  order  to  which  I  was  concern’d  that  Year  in  chartering  two  large  Ships, 
and  the  next  Year  in  chartering  three  more  Ships  to  bring  Families  from  Ireland 
to  carry  on  the  Settlement :  In  Confequence  of  which  feverai  Hundred  People 
were  landed  in  Kennebeck  River,  fome  of  which  or  their  Defcendants,  are  Inhabitants 
there  to  this  Day  •,  but  the  greateft  Part  remov’d  to  Penfylvania ,  and  a  confiderable 
Part  to  Londonderry ,  for  Fear  of  the  Indians,  who  were  very  Troublefome  at  that 
Time;  after  I  had  fettled  fome  Families  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  Merry-Meeting  Bay , 
(to  which  Place  we  gave  the  Name  of  Cork)  Col.  Hutcbinfon  was  pleafed  to  give 
me  a  Deed  for  1000  Acres  of  Land  at  the  Chops  of  Merry-Meeting  Bay ,  where  I 
fir  ft  landed  a  large  Number  of  thofe  Families ;  and  Col.  IVintbrop  (not  I)  gave 
that  Place  the  Name  of  Temple  Bar  ;  about  this  Time  it  was  that  I  had  the  ancient 
Plan  from  Col.  Hutcbinfon ,  of  which  I  got  a  true  Copy  taken  as  will  appear  upon 
Examination  of  all  the  Lines,  &c. —  As  to  Prebble  and  Pbilbrook' s  Affidavit,  the 
Author  might  have  faved  himfelf  and  others  that  Trouble,  lor  it  is  feverai  Years 
fince  1743.  that  1  read  the  Charter  to  the  Colony  of  Plymouth ,  and  the  feverai 
other  Papers  relating  to  the  Kennebeck  Propriety ,  which  open’d  my  Eyes  as  to  the 
Prejudices  I  lay  under  TelptSTmg  Indian  Titles  •,  and  I  was  lo  open  with  Col. Hutch- 
infon  in  that  Matter,  that  Col.  Brattle  and  I,  waited  on  him  with  thofe  Papers,  who* 
received  us  with  his  ufual  Courtefy,  and  fhew’d  us  his  Indian  Deeds,  with  whom 
we  left  our  Papers,  for  his  Perufal  and  copying  :  I  mu  ft  acknowledge,  till  of  late 
Years  I  tho’t  thofe  Indian  Deeds  might  be  of  fome  Confequence,  not  having  feen 
the  particular  Laws  againft  purchafing  from  the  Natives,  nor  the  Plymouth  Patent ; 
which  are  Things  that  will  always  fpeak  for  themfelves  (notwithftanding  all  the 
Efforts  of  this  Author)  who  endeavours  to  pervert  both. —  As  it  is  the  Buftnefs 
of  the  Kennebeck  Proprietors  to  defend  their  Claim,  I  fhall  leave  it  wholly  with 
them  :  In  the  mean  Time, I  may  venture  to  tell  them,  he  has  done  their  Caufe  no 
more  Damage  than  he  has  done  my  Chara&er  ;  altho’ ’tis  plain  he  aim’d  act 
both.”  Sir,  Tours,  &c. 

Robert  Temple . 

In  the  next  Place,  they  cite  Mr.  Jobnfton> s  Teftimony,  which  they  fay  they  find 
in  many  Particulars  very  exceptionable  :  They  take  Notice  of  fome  of  them  *, 
ct  For  Example,  fay  they,  after  he  has  Paid,  that  Meftieurs  Gibbs,Noyes  Sc  Skinner, 
<c  agreed  with  him  &c.  he  fays,  that  they  order’d  him  to  leave  out  fome  Part  cfc 
M  Jones's  Plan  y- this  they  utterly  deny  ;  tho’  upon  Suppofition  they  did, they  ap- 

preherid: 
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„  * 

S£  prehend  Mr.  Johnfton  has  treated  them  with  the  greatefl:  Unfairnefs,  becaufe 
“  by  his  exprefling  himfelf  in  fuch  general  7'erms,  he  has  put  it  out  of  their 
ts  -Tower  to  juftify  themfelves,  and  the  World  is  left  to  think  the  word  &c.” 
Here  is  a  Fad  which  Mr.  Johnfton  affirms,  and  has  fworn  to,  and  they  deny  : 
Mr.  Johnfton  being  a  Perfon  difinterefled  in  the  Event  of  this  Controverfy,  no  pro¬ 
bable  Reafon  can  be  affigned  why  he  ffiould  fwear  an  Untruth  ;  and  therefore  we 
may  go  upon  the  Suppofition,  that  they  did  order  him  to  leave  out  fome  Parc 
ol  Jones's  Plan  :  Now  Jones's  Plan  was  taken  by  aflual  Survey,  and  may  well  be 
prefumed  to  be  right,  kill  the  contrary  appears.  What  therefore  could  induce 
them  to  give  fuch  Orders,  unlefs  it  was  that  fome  eflential  Part  might  be  left  out 
of  their  Plan  ?  This  is  a  natural  Conftruflion,  whether  the  World  may  think 
it  the  word  or  not. 

They  go  on  to  fay,  “  Tho*  we  have  fome  Hopes  Mr.  Johnfton  had  no  bad  De¬ 
sign  in  this,  yet  many  Times  they  are  over-balanced  by  our  Fears  that  he  had  &c.” 
Mr.  Johnfton  is  a  reputable  Man,  and  tho’  they  endeavour  toreprefent  him  as  one 
of  bad  Defign,  he  will  appear  fo  to  no  Body  but  themfelves,  kill  he  has  done 
fomething  to  intitle  him  to  that  Character  more  than  appears  in  this  Declaration 
of  his. — They  then  acknowledge  all  the  Errors  which  Mr.  Johnfton  has  pointed 
out  in  the  ancient  Plan,  fo  called,  or  the  Difagreements  between  that  and  the 
Surveys  ,  and  only  obferve,  “  That  it  would  have  done  as  well  barely  to  have  de¬ 
clared  thefe  Things  without  Swearing.”  Then  fay  they,  “Mr.  Johnfton  goes  on 
“  and  fwears,  how  this  ancient  Plan  appears  to  him,  namely  that  it  appears  to  him 
tc  to  be  done  by  an  incorredt  Hand,  not  having  any  Scale,  Name  of  any  Perfon 
44  or  Date,  and  in  fhort,  to  be  but  an  imaginary  Thing.”  “  It  may  have  been 
<£  done  by  an  incorrredt  Hand  (they  fay)  and  be  but  an  imaginaryThing,  but  how 
“  this  can  appear  from  its  being  without  any  Scale  &c.  we  confefs  is  above  cur 
44  Comprehension " — They  feem  here  to  know  very  little  about  F’lans,  and  what  is 
eflential  to  make  them  of  any  Authority,  and  have  in  this  Inftance  at  leaf!:  but  a 
very  narrow  Comprehenfion  ;  ior  they  cannot  enumerate  any  more  obvious  Marks 
of  thnr  Incorredlnefs,  and  their  being  but  imaginary  Things,  than  thofe  above- 
mentioned. — Mr.  Johnfton  fays  further,  “  That  fundry  Names  of  Places  in  faid 
c<  ancient  Plan,  fo  called,  appear  to  be  a  Writing  of  a  later  Date,  and  by  another 
44  Hand  than  firft  drew  the  Plan.” — To  this  they  fay,  “  We  declare  we  cannot 
44  help  concluding  that  the  whole  of  the  Writing  on  faid  Plan  was  done  by  one 
4C  and  the  fame  Hand,  tho’  perhaps  with  different  Pens^  and  poffibly  at  different 
“  Times  •,  and  this  is  founded  upon  the  greatefl:  imaginable  Uniformity  and  Simi- 
44  litude  in  the  Writing  on  every  Part  of  faid  Plan.”— Here  is  an  Acknowledge¬ 
ment  of  Part  of  Mr.  Johnfton' s  Declaration,  “  That  f fome  of  the  Writing  is  of  a 
later  Date  ;”  and  with  Regard  to  the  other  Part,  “  done  by  another  Hand  than 
firft  drew  the  Plan  we  have  only  their  Judgment  oppofed  to  his  }  which  in  this 
Cafe  mud  be  fufpecled  of  Partiality,  as  they  are  interefted  Perlons.  he 
They  go  on  to  fay,  “  One  of  the  Brunfwick  Proprietors  declares,  that  has  di- 
44  vers  Times  enquired  of  the  late  Col.  Hutchinfon  concerning  this  Plan,  in  parti- 
46  cular  who  drew  it,  and  the  Time  when  it  was  drawn  •,  and  he  conftantly  afiirm- 
“  ed  he  did  no:  know  who  drew  it, nor  when  it  was  drawn  &c.  but  that  he  believed 
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«  upon  comparing  the  Writing  upon  faid  Plan  with  his  Father’s  Writing,  thatif- 
i(  Was  his  Hand;  and  it  is  very  pofTible  that  a  Declaration  of  this  Kind  might 
«c  occaf10n  Mr.  Temple  to  fuppofe  Col.  Hutebinfon  faid  it  was  of  his  Father’s  draw- 
“  in°\  efpecially  confidering  the  Diftance  of  Time  between  this  Account  of  Col. 
tt  Hutchinjon\  to  Capt.  Temple ,  and  Capt.  Temple's  Account  in  his  Attention  ” 
Here  ft  is  Lghly  probable  from  the  Declaration  of  this  B runfwick  Proprietor , 
that  Col.  Hutebinfon  s  Father  drew  faid  Plan,  which  is  fo  far  a  Confirmation  of 
CaptTm^k’sTeftirnony  ;  and, if  we  may  fuppofe  it  very  pofTible  that  this  Gentle-  .. 
man’sMemory  has  often  deceived  him,  amounts  nearly  to  a  full  Confirmation  of  it. 

Having  thus  explicitly  and  implicitly  acknowledged  every  Thing  material  in 
Capt.  Temple's  and  Mr.  Johnson's  Teftimonies,  they  endeavour  to  prove  the  An¬ 
tiquity  of  Col.  Hutebinfon' s  Plan.  They  afk,  “  Does  it  appear  not  to  be  an  anci- 
“  ent  Plan,  becaufe  it  appears  to  Mr.  JobnJlon  to  be  done  by  an  income  ft  Hand  ? 

51  This,  fay  they,  is  rather  an  Argument  that  it  is  an  ancient  Plan  ;  neither  does  it’s 
“  not  having  any  Scale,  Name  of  any  Perfon  or  Date,  conclude  any  ftronger  *  - 
«  crainil  k’s^Antiquity  :  but  we  imagine  that  thefe  on  the  contrary,  are  at  leaft 
very  probable  Arguments  of  it’s  Antiquity  •,  for  it  is  well  known  that  in  anci- 
«c  ent  Times,  we  had  no  Perfon  that  could  take  Surveys  with  fo  much  Accuracy 
“  as  fome  among  us  do  now  a  Days. 

Here  is  a  plain  Acknowledgement  that  faid  Plan  is  inaccurate,  and  done  by  an 
in  correct  Hand  *,  and  from  hence  they  infer  it’s  Antiquity;  becaufe  in  ancient 
Times  we  had  no  Perfons  that  could  take  Surveys  &c. —  It  appears  above,  that 
Col.  Hutcbinfon's  Father  drew  this  Plan,  who,  they  would  infinuate,  was  an  in¬ 
curred  Hand,  and  could  not  take  Surveys  accurately.  Now  fuppofing  this  the 
Cafe  (which  very  confidently  with  themfelv.es  they  have  given  Reafon  to  fuppofe) 
does  it  from  thence  follow,  that  he  lived  in  ancient  Times,  or  that  the  faid  Plan 
<*f  his  drawing  is  an  ancient  Plan  ?  This  is  Logic  of  their  own. 

Now  they  promife  us  Demonflration “  We  (hall  produce,  fay  they,  one  Argu¬ 
es  ment  0f  its  Antiquity,  which  we  think  will  -convince  any  unbiafs’d  Judgment, 
<C  which  is  this,  wz.  Upon  the  Face  of  the  Plan  in  feveral  Places  are  found  thefe 
Words,  viz  “  This  f raft  belongs  to  Major  Thomas  Clarke  and  the  Heirs  of  CapL 
“  Thomas  Lake.*’  By  this  it  is  evident,  that  faid  Plan  was  in  Being  in  theLife- 
“  time  of  Major  Clarke,  and  after  rhe  Death  of  Capt.  Lake.  Now  Capt.  Lake 
“  was  killed  by  the  Indians  in  the  Year  1676,  at  Arrowfich ,  and  Major  Clarke 
tc  furvived  him  but  three  or  four  Years  at  furtheft  :  fo  that  upon  Supposition ,  this 
was  wrote  on  faid  Plan  but  juft  before  Major  Clarke' s  Death,  it  mu  ft  be  near 
vc  fourfeore  Years  old  :  and  if  this  will  not  give  it  a  juft  Claim  to  Antiquity,  we 

•“  think  nothing  can  ?  , 

What  they  rely  upon  here  is  the  Words  <c  This  Traft  belongs  to  71  ajcr  lea  t\.c. 

It  is  no  uncommon  Thing  to  obferve  Inaccuracies  of  this  Sort ;  thcie  aie  many 
Inftances  of  Papers,  Plans,  &c.  being  wrote  on  in  the  like  Manner,  when  the 
Perfons  to  whom  they  are  laid  to  belong  had  been  dead  many  Years  before  iuch 
'Writino-.  1  here  is  no  great  Strefs  then  to  be  laid  upon  this,  efpecially  fince  we 
have  feen  above  that  the  Plan  on  which  the  Words  are  wrote  was  done  by  an  in- 
corredt  Hand  from  whence  it  is  natural  to  collect,  that  the  Words  themlelves, 
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if  done  by  the  fame,  were  done  by  an  mcorreft  Hand  alfo.—  Befides,  it  is  not  im- 
poliib.e  to  fuppofe  that  thofe  Words  have  been  writ  within  thefe  few  Years,  to  give 
(he  Appearance  of  Antiquity  to  the  Plan  ;  efpecially  as  it  has  been  in  thePoffeffion 
<)  lucn  as  are  very  anxious  it  fhould  appear  an  ancient  Plan  :  accordingly  they 
r  on  t  pretend  to  fay  that  Paid  Words  were  really  writ  before  Major  Clarke's  Death 
j.it  only  “  upon  Supposition  they  were  writ  before  his  Death,  faid  Plan  muji  be  near 
fo tr Jure  Tears  old.  —  Here  is  their  Demonftration,  which  amounts  at  laft  only 
o  a  Suppofinon.  If  this  can  give  their  Plan  a  juft  Claim  to  Antiquity,  we  think 

Mow  we  would  a fk  why  they  labour  fo  much  to  prove  the  Antiquity  of  this 

an,  w  en  t  ley  have  been  forced  to  acknowledge  it  an  incorreft,  falfe,  erroneous 

an  .  L)o  they  think  Antiquity  can  ligitimate  and  alter  the  Nature  of  Error  > 

or  that  Error  and  Falfhood  can  be  any  Thing  befides  Error  and  Fallhood,  thouoh 
as  old  ,as  the  Creation  ?  °  ' 

*<  much  [ay’cl<iWe  W'1!  mention  onc  ThinS  more>  adds  very 

«c  u  \ °  Crecbt  of  til,s  ancient  Plan,  which  is  this,  it  was  taken  at  a  Time 

..  S-]hTrWS  nA°,Co"tr°yerlV  about  the  Lands  in  thofe  Part  ,  which  cannot 

"bout  tl^f  /C?Cf  A V1  S v ^an'  “  h  they  mean  that  there  was  no  Cont rover fy 
““  thefeLands  fourfcore  ,  ears  ago  (for  we  don’t  know  when  this  Plan  was  deli- 

■ered)  they  are  greatly  nnftaken  ,  for  about  that  Time  Richard  IVbar ton  (whom 

/,  Brmfwick  Proprietors  hold  under)  and  feveral  Years  before  Cbrijlopher  Lawfon 

whole  Caule /f>o- now  defend;  were  in  Controverfy  with  the  Plymouth  Colony 

r,ltir .Defcendants  about  the  fame  Land,  which  is  now  controverted.  This  there- 

'o're  IS  ^Argument  in  their  own  Opinion, againft  the  Credit  of  this  ancientPlan.— 
much  for  their  ancient  Plan. 

«  dTffi’d^mm^r!^  pr'7ed  P,3n’  we  t0°k  Notice  in  our  Remarks  that  it 
diiier  d  from  the  Surveys  abovementioned  in  every  Thing  that  is  material  to 

afceitain  t.ie  Boundaries  of  the  Plymouth  Claim ,  and  Sir  By  by  take's  ■»  and  lliew’d 

in  cme  Particulars.  To  this  they  fay  “  We  liave  Ihew.i  above  that  there  are  no 

«  ‘  ,‘f ree,‘,en“  between  the  Plan  and  Surveys  that  can  vitiate  the  Plan  ;  which 

m,  ,tes  it  needlefs  to  fay  any  Hung  more  in  this  Place  relating  thereto.”  We 

a'  vrr%C|Jntent  5°  >ekr  t0  wbat  has  bccn  already  faid  on  this  Subject. 

at  Ne-rvmrJ  cndeavour  ro  a1certain  whcre  the  Falls  are  which  are  called  the  Falls 
ct  A egumkike  •,  as  from  the  25th  to  the  27th  Pa«;e. 

“  1  here  are  two  Places  (they  obferve)  upon  Kennebeck  River,  one  of  which  is 

,  7  Cobbifeconte  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  Kennebeck,  and  called  Na - 

Cn  Z  r  7  01  7  ab(;,Ut  *5  or  1,6  Miles  above  Cobbifeconte  called  Neguamkiket 

„rft  ,  u  '  n  ’h*  Urp°fe  bom  tllis  Similitude  in  the  Names  of  this  upper- 

m?ke  rS  iT/T  l  ]rtl  thc'y  havc  “deavoured  to  confound  them,  and  to 

tiv  ild  l/rMc  f 7  CM’gon,e  the  1>iace  mentioned  ^  'heir  Patent,  becaufe 
tl  ey  thu'ktms  will  favour  their  going  down  the  River.”— _ 

s  to  the  firft  mentioned  Place  below  Cobbifeconte,  called  here  Nahumkee,  both 

-f\  ‘p?  ag‘Cp-:  J  nS  7aCC  (at  wbuh  are  FMs)  1S  men£'oned  in  Col.  Ilutchin- 
\  i  d'fd  3  >'he  Surveys>  ln  Col.  Hutcbinfon's  Plan  it  is  called 
1  eettmke  ;  m  heath  s  and  fonts  Surveys  N turnkey,  and  in  North’s  Survey  Neguam- 
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kike  or  Nehumkeeg  ;  and  in  their  printed  Plan  Nahumkec. — As  to  the  laft  mentioned 
Place  faid  to  be  15  or  16  Miles  above  Cobbifeconte ,  which  they  call  Neguamktke , 
the  Parties  are  not  agreed.  IVe  have  all  along  fuppofed  there  was  ho  fuch  Place, 
and  /2^‘  peremptorily  affirm  there  is.  But  let  us  fee  the  Evidence  they  have 
produced.  It  is  as  follows,  viz. 

44  J°feph  Bane,  Rcfident  atSt.  George' s-Fort ,  aged  76  Years,  teftifieth,  that  about 
44  the  Year  1692.  I  was  taken  Captive  by  the  Indians,  and  remained  Captive.with 
44  them  about  feven  Years  and  ten  Months,  and  learned  their  Language,  and 
44  travelled  about  with  them  in  Kennebeck,  and  very  well  remember  the  faid  River, 
44  and  the  fmall  Rivulets  that  run  into  faid  River,  and  in  particular  a  fmall  Ri- 
44  vulet  or  River  called  Cobbifeconte ,  that  runs  into  faid  River  which  is  about  40 
44  or  50  Miles  from  the  Sea  ;  alfo  there  is  a  Place  called  Negumkike  on  the  Rajl 
44  Side  of  faid  River,  about  15  or  16  Miles  up  the  River  from  Cobbifeconte ,  near 
44  which  is  fome  Falls  ;  alfo  about  Mid- way  between  Cobbifeconte  and  Negumkike  is 
44  a  Place  called  Cuflosnock ,  where  was  the  Remains  of  a  Houfe  :  And  further, that 
44  Cobbifeconte  is  about  twelve  Miles  above  Richmond- Fort  ;  alfo  on  the  Eaft  Side  of 
44  Kennebeck  River  is  a  Place  called  Nehumkee ,  about  four  Miles  down  the  River  be - 
44  low  Cobbifeconte,  and  that  Nebumk'ee  and  Negumkike  are  two  diftiraft  Places,  about 
44  twenty  Miles  diftant  from  each  other,  Nehumkee  below  Cobbifeconte,  and  Negum- 
44  kike  is  above  Cobbifeconte ,  which  feveral  Places  were  conftantly  fo  called  by  the 
44  Indians.”  Jofepb  Bane. 

Mr.  Bane  fays,  44  There  is  a  Place  calkdNegumUke  on  theEaft  Side  of  Kennebeck , 
44  about  15  or  16  Miles  up  the  River  from  Cobbifeconte,  NEAR  WHICH  IS 
44  SOME  FALLS —  Alfo  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  Kennebeck  River  is  a  Place  called 
44  Nehumkee,  about  four  Miles  down  the  River  below  Cobbifeconte,  and  that  Ne- 
44  humkte  and  Negumkike  are  two  diftind  Places,  about  twenty  Miles  diftant  from 
44  each  other,  which  feveral  Places  were  conftantly  fo  called  by  the  Indians.” 

We  had  never  met  with  any  Evidence  to  prove  that  there  was  fuch  a  Place  as 
Negumkike  above  Cobbifeconte ,  till  the  Brunjwick  Proprietors  produced  this  of  Mr. 
Bans' s  ;  for  none  of  the  Surveys  take  the  leaft  Notice  of  it  ;  which  is  a  very  ex¬ 
traordinary  Circumftance,  as  it  was  the  Bufmefs  and  pxofeffed  Defign  of  thofe  who 
took  them  to  note  down  every  Place:  If  it  had  been  omitted  by  one  only,  it 
would  have  teen  natural  to  conclude,  that  the  Place  was  but  little  known  *,  but 
being  omitted  by  all,  i:  feems  likely  that  it  fhould  not  be  known  at  all,  and  confe- 
quently  that  it  could  not  be  diftinguifh’d  by  any  Name.  It  cannot  be  faid  that 
the  Place  had  nothing  remarkable  in  it,  and  therefore  might  be  eafily  overlook’d, 
for  it  muft  be  a  Place  AT  which  are  Falls  (than  which  nothing  can  be  more 
remarkable  in  a  River)  to  make  it  anfwer  to  the  Place  mentioned  in  the  Plymouth 
Patent  :  huG>Ax  .Bane  only  fays  NEAR  which  is  someFalls.  This  is  a  material 
Difference  ;  efpecially  as  we  are  left  to  guefs  the  Diftance  of  thefe  Falls  from  Ne¬ 
gumkike.  People’s  Notions  of  Diftance  differ  greatly  in  different  Places  :  in  large 
Places  clofely  fettled,  thofe  only  are  called  near  who  live  within  the  Diftande  of  a 
few  Rods  ;  but  in  the  Country  it  is  no  uncommon  Thing  to  hear  thofe  called  fo 
who  live  at  feveral  Miles  Diftance.  It  is  utterly  uncertain  then,  what  he  means 
when  he  fays,  44  near  which  are  fome  Falls  y  whether  it  be  that  they  are  withi  n  a 
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few  Pods,  or  a  few  Miles  of  Negumkike  tho’  the  latter  is  mod  likely  ;  for  if  they 
had  been  within  a  few  Rods,  we  fhould  undoubtedly  have  feen  it  inferred.  But 
however  this  be,  it  is  plain  this  cannot  be  the  Place  intended  in  the  Plymouth  Pa- 
which  is  there  called  the  Falls  AT  Negumkike.—  We  fball  relate  here  forne 
l"arc  of  the  Conversion  which  patted  between  Mr.  Bane ,  and  thofe  who  obtained 
the  foregoing  Depofition  of  him,  &c.  as  we  have  it  from  one  who*  was  prefent  • 
he  was  aiked,  “  What  Sort  of  a  Place  Negumkike  was  ;  he  anfwer’d,  “  A  fmalf 
“  ftili  dead- River,”  “  Are  there  anyFalls  there  ?”  Anf.  No.— Are  there  not  fome 
a  alls  near  there  ?  Anf.  I  think  I  remember  fome,  but  can’t  fay  at  what  Diftance. 
“  But  you  can  lay  near  which  is  fome  Falls .  Anf.  I  think  I  can  And  accordingly 
was  put  down  fo.  This  is  the  Subftance  of  the  Converfation  about  Negumkike 
taJs  ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  Mr.  Bane  remember’d  that  there  were  no  Falls 
there,  and  was  dubious  whether  there  were  any  near  there .  It  is  not  to  be  won¬ 
der  d  at  that  he  was  doubtful  about  thefe  Falls,  for  in  Fadl  there  are  none  at  this 
Negumkike  (  fo  called  )  nor  any  near  it.  The  neared  thereto,  are  Focorock  Fall* , 
which  by  their  printed  Plan  are  eight  or  ten  Miles  above  this  Place  And  between 
Foconock  and  our  Negumkike  or  Nehumkeeg  (  below  Cobbifeconte  )  are  no  Falls  at: 
all*—  Ic  is  P°ffible  then  that  Mr.  Bane  might  have  Foconock  Falls  in  his  Mind, 
when  he  gave  his  Depofition  :  and  it  is  not  only  pofllble,  but  probable,  conftder- 
mg  it  was  near  Sixty  Years  lince  he  was  taken  Captive,  and  was  acquainted  with’ 
thole  Places,  and  therefore  may  well  be  fuppofed  not  to  remember  perfectly  their 
Situation  and  Diftance  from  each  other ;  efpecially  confiderin  i  too,  he  was  then 
ot  an  Age,  wnich  did  not  much  incline  him  to  make  critical  Obfervations.  Tec 
i\Ii.  Hang  s  Evidence  go  tnen  as  far  it  can,  it  can  only  prove  that  there  was  a" 
l  iace  oo  df  earrabove  Cobhifeconee ,  which  the  Indians  called  Negumkike ,  or  lome 

j,\ a m e  fimiiar  tnereto  :  but  it  is  very  far  from  proving  that  this- Place  was  intended 
m  the  Plymouth  Patent , 

l  o  the  lame  Purpoie  they  produce  tc  feveral  Examples,  and  the  firft  (fay  they) 
fhall  be  from  an  Indian  Deed  to  Lawfon ,  &c.  dated  Flay  24..  1653*  viz.  All 
that  Tand.  lying  and  being  on  both  Sides  of  the  River  Kennebeck ,  as  folioweth, 
“  namely,  from  the  lower  End  of  a  certain  Place  called  by  the  Name  of  Neguam - 
kett,  which  is  a  little  below  fome  Illands  that  are  in.  the  River,  and  fo  going  up; 
the  Riyei  four  Miles  above  the  Falls  of  Foconock ,  &c.  (with  the  like  Privileges 
as  we  lonmerly.  granted  to  Chrijiopher  Lawfon,  of  the  Tand  about  Neaumpkee ,  as 
by  our  Deed  of  Sale  appears.”) —  Here  is  mention  made  of  Neguamkett  and  Ne - 
aumpkee ,  but  not  of  Negumkike  ♦,  and  here  is  no  Circumftance  to  fhew  that  Ne¬ 
gumkike  is  the  lamePlace  with  either  of  them  :  So  there  may  poffibly  be  three  dif- 
iereni  Places  of.  fimiiar  Names.  The  only  Criterion  mu  ft  be  the  Falls  either  oft 
thefe  Places  (if  there  be  more  than  one)  at.  which  are  Falls,  is  the  Place  intended  in 
die  Patent.  1  his  muft.be  determined  by  Evidence  *,  a.Plenitude  of  which  we 
ihall  prefently  produce. 

‘‘  *  he  next  they)  ftiall  be  from  an  Account  relating  to.  the  Eaftern  Parts 
faid  to  be  wrote  by, By Iv anus  Davis ,  formerly  one, of  theCouncellors  of  this  Pro- 
vince,  &c.  viz.  January  1629^  Willi  am  Bradford,  and  his  Aftociates,  procure  a 
**  Crane  from  the  Council  of  Plymouth 9  for  Ttyids  beginning  .at  Caberfeconte ,  ex* 

u  tending 


[  *7  ] 


“  tending  Northward,  to  the  Falls  of  Negumkee ,  which  is  more  than  id  Miles  op 
“  Kennebeck  River,  and  in  Breadth  15  Miles  on  both  Sides  Kennebeck  River.” 

This  Account  is  (as  wefuppofe)  aManufcript  only, and  in  theirPoffefiion,and  they 
only  have  theLiberty  of  quoting  from  ic  i  they  can  quote  it  therefore, or  mif-quore 
it,  juft  as  they  pleafe, without  theHazard  of  being  detected  :  Before  they  could  rea- 
fonabJy  have  expected  that  this  Account  fhould  be  look’d  on  as  circumllantial 
Evidence,  they  Ihould  have  made  it  appear,  that  there  really  was  fuch  an.  Account 
that  it  v/as  written  by  a  Man  of  Probity,  and  that  they  had  made  a  right  Quotation 
from  it :  but  all  this  we  are  to  take  their  bare  Word  for,  which  in  this  Cafe  at 
Waft,  it  can  be  no  Affront  to  them  to  fay,  is  of  no  Weight  at  all. —  But  fuppofing 
all  this  be  granted,  nothing  more  can  be  colledled  from  it  than  this,  that  Sylvanus 
Davis  was  of  theOpinion  that  the  faid  Grant  extended  from  Caber feconte  Northward 
to  the  Falls  of  Negumkee  :  but  his  Opinion  can  be  of  no  more  Weight  now,  than 
the  fame  Opinion  of  the  Brunswick  Proprietors  fifty  Years  hence,  for  in  his  Days 
there  was  as  great  a  Conteft  about  thefe  Lands  as  now  •,  and  he  was  dire&ly  or  re¬ 
motely  concerned  in  ir,  be  ng  a  Fa&or  to  Mr.  Lake ,  who  with  others,  contrary  to 
the  Laws  of  the  Colony  of  Plymouth ,  had  got  Indian  Deeds  of  fome  of  faid  Lands:, 
—  Phis  Opinion  of  Davis9 s,  infigniheant  at  beft,  dwindles  down  to  Nothing,  w  hen 
it  is  confider’d  that  there  are  no  Falls  between  Cobbi feconte  and  Toconock  y  which  Lft 
is  near  ten  Miles  above  his  Negumkee. 

“  The  next  (fay  they)  fhall  be  from  a  Deed  to  a  Gentleman  in  1719.  Lorn  one 
of  the  Plymouth  Company,  for  Lands  in  the  Plymouth  Pur  chafe  at  Kennebeck \ 
wherein  deferibing  the  Patent-Trad:,  are  thefe  Words,  viz.  “  fkuate,  lying  and 
being  on  Kennebeck  River,  and  each  Side  thereof,  beginning  Southerly  where  the 
River  Cobbifeconte ,  alias  Comafeconte ,  runs  into  Kennebeck ,  and  up  the  faid  River 
unto  the  Falls  at  Neguambeck,  and  15  Miles  on  both  Sides  of  the  River,  with, 
the  faid  River  and  Profits  in  laid  Limits  ” —  Who  the  Parties  mentioned  in  this 
Deed  are,  we  know  nor,  and  they  have  not  thought  proper  (perhaps  for  very  good 
Kea Tons J  to  tell  us  :  But. whoever  they  are,  we  are  perfuaded  they  never  faw  the 
Plymouth  Patent,  and  knew  but  very  little  about  the  Defcription  of  the  Trait 
granted  by  it  *,  for  otherwise  they  could  not  (in  a  moral  SenfeJ  have  deferihed  the 
Patent  Tract,  in  the  Manner  they  have.  There  is  fo  little  Similitude  in  the  De* 
feriptions  of  one  and  the  other,  that  no  Body  befides  the Brunfwuk  Proprietors,  and 
thofe  who  are  interefted,  would  take  them  to  refer  to  the  fame  Land  j-as  in  Fact 
they  do  not.  As  to  the  Falls  at  Neguarnbeck  they  will  never  be  found  up  Kennebeck 
River  1 5Miles  aboveCobbifeconte  ;  and  therefore  tho’  everylndividuai  of  th z Plymouth 
Company  fhould  give  Deeds  of  the  foregoing  Tenor,  they*  would  no  more  prove 
that  there  were  any  fuch  Falls  above  CoPbiftcante,  than  they  would  prove  that  the 
faid  Company  had  the  Power  of  Creation  :  for  fuch  a. Power  mu  ft  fir  ft  be  exerted; 
before  any  fuch  Falls  can  exift. 

It  is  not  to  be  wonder’d  at,  that  the  Parties  to  the  Deed  abovememioned,  never 
faw  the  Plymouth- Patented  knew  but  littie  of  rheDefcription  of  the  Traft  granted 
by  it  3  for  the  faid  Parent  and  many  of  the  Papers  relating  thereto,  that  could  any 
Way  ferve  to  elucidate  it,  have  been  for  many  Years  indujlrioufly  conceal'd  :  which* 
alio  is  the  Reafon  that  the  greaceft  Part  of  the  Plymouth  Company  knew  nothing  of 
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the  Patent ,  and  but  little  of  the  Land  granted  by  it,  and  were  fo  lone  maflive 
about  it.  .  ,  -  a 

»  i  .• 

With  Refpcd  to  the  Patent,  it  was  concealed  for  a  great  Number  of  Years  and 
no  longer  ago  than  the  Year  1741.  by  Accident  difcover’d,  as  appears  by  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Teftimoriy  of  the  Hon.  Samuel  Welles,  Efq;  viz.  . 

“  J  Samuel  Weltes  of  Bofion ,  in  New-England,  declare  and  teftify,  that  foon  after 
my  being  a  Member  of  the  General-Court  in  the  Year  1727.  great  Fnquirv 
was  made  after  the  Patent  of  the  late  Colony  of  Plymouth ,  but  in  vain,  and  divers 
limes  afterwards  in  the  Coutroverfy  with  Rhode-Ifiand  in  the  Year  1732.  &  1730. 
(in  both  which  Years  I  was  appointed,  by  the  General  Court  of  the  Province  of  the 
Majjachujetts- Bay,  with  others,  to  tranfaft  and  manage  on  their  Behalf )  the  Ply- 
mouth  Patent  was  very  earneftly  fought  after,  but  could  not  be  found,  and  it  was 
concluded  it  was  utterly  loft,  or  lnduftrioufly  concealed.  But  in  the  Year' 1741 
when  with  others,  I  was  again  appointed  to  aft  for  the  Province  in  theControver fv 
with  Rhode- Jfand, be;orc  theCourt  of  Commiffioners  at  Providence  ;  a  Sicrht  of  the 
Original  Patent  to  Plymouth ,  was  judged  abfolutel y  necejfary  for  the  Court"  and  ac¬ 
cordingly  great  Search  was  made  over  again  at  Plymouth ,  at  Ipfwich  and  Cambridge,  • 
K  °ei?S  faid  thac  Aefidenc  Leveret t  had  it  once  in  Poffeffion,  but  to  no  Purpoie  • 
and  t ht  Agents  for  the  Province  had  almoll  given  over;  but  from  fome  Difcourfe 
lepeated,  which  had  pafied  many  Years  before,  it  was  thought  beft  to  enquire  far¬ 
ther,  and  Perez  Bradford ,  Efq;  was  defired  to  do  it,  and  with  much  Difficulty,  as 
ne  to  id  the  Agents,  he  procured  it,  as  being  defgnedly  concealed.” 


Suffolk ,  IT.  Bofion ,  April  6th  1 753. 

Samuel  IVelles  perfonally  appearing,  made  Oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  foreooino- 
Declaration  by  him  fubferibed  :  Taken  in  Perpetuam  Rei  Memoriam  ° 


Juft.  Ptcis, 
Quorum  Unus. 


Before  Us,  Edward  Winfiow, 

Jr  .  ,  W/lliam  Stoddard,  .  wnu5, 

i  his  deligned  Concealment  has  been  a  great  Diladvantage  to  the  Plvmouth-Com- 
pany,  but  a  proportionable  Advantage  to  its  Adversaries  ;  and,  had  ft  continued 
a  fewpears  longer,  might  have  put  it  out  of  the  Power  of  faid  Company  co  refume 
their  Right  to  the  granted  Trad  :  which  would  have  minifler’d  greatly  to  the  Co- 
foiaaon  ol  the  fsVa»/w/f£Proprietors,and  the  otherOpponents  of  the  faidCompany 

wno  in  lhat  Cafe  would  have  poiitiled  unmolejled ,  a  line  Country  which  they  had 
no  Manner  of  Right  to.  J 

Having  leen  what  their  i^vidence  amounts  to,  we  fhall  proceed  to  prove  that 
there  is  a  Place  two  or  three  Miles  below  Cobbifeconte  and  Falls  there,  called  and 
known  by  the  Name  of  Nehumkeeg  or  Negumkike  ;  and  that  there  are  no  Falls  above 
Cobbifeconte  for  twenty  four  Miles  ;  and  the  fame  Evidence  will  make  it  probable 
that  there  is  no  Place  above  Ccbbijeconte  called  Negumkike. 

}  leftimony  we  produce  is  the  above-mentionedMr.  Jcfeph  Bane's,  viz. 

jfOoEPIl  Bane,  Refideirc  at  St.  George' s-  Fort,  aged  Seventy-fix  Years,  teftifi- 
J  eth,  that  about  the  Year  1692.  I  was  taken  Captive  by  the  Indians,  and 
leina.ned  a  Captive  with  them  about  leven  Pears  and  ten  Months,  and  learned  their 
Language,  and  travelled  about  with  them  in  Amrofcoggin  and  Kenneteck  Rivers,  and 

.  very 


very  well  remember  the  laid  River  Kennebeck  from  theMouth  to  NorrUgwalk  ;  and 
a  Place  called  Nahumkeeg  Brook  and  Falls ,  which  is  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  faid  Kenne- 
beck  River,  about  /even  Miles  above  the  upper  End  of  an  Ifland  in  faid  River  Ken¬ 
nebeck,  commonly  called  or  known  by  the  Name  of  Swan-IJland ,  and  alfo  a  Place 
or  River  called  or  known  by  the  Name  of  Cobbifeconte,  which  is  about  ten  or  twch  e 
Miles  above  faid  Swan  Ifland,  and  lying  on  the  Weft  Side  of  faid  Riv?r  aforefaid  y 
and  alfo  a  Place  called  by  the  Indians  (as  the  aforefaid  Places  were)  Wariuifkick, 
being  a  Branch  of  the  aforefaid  River,being  theEaft  Side  of  faid  River  near  to  old 
Norrigwalk.  And  I  further  tellify  and  fay, that  I  always  underftood  by  thelndians 
and  Englifh,  that  Kennebeck  River  was  called  Kennebeck  to  the  Sea  or  Ocean,  and  I 
underftand  the  Indian  Language  well,  and  that  the  Mouth  of  Kennebeck  River  is 
called  by  the  Indians  Sunkadarunk,  which  the  Englifh  call  Sagadehock,  viz.  the  Mouth 
of  Kennebeck  River.”  '  Jefeph  Bane. 

Taken  in  Perpetuam,  &c.  Opt.  21.  1752. —  The  fame  Jofeph  Bane  which  faid 
there  was  a  Place  above  Cobbifeconte  called  Negumkike,  near  which  is  fome  Falls, 
aifo  fays  there  is  a  Place  called  Nehumkeeg- Brook  and  Fall: ,  feven  Miles  above  Swan* 
Ifland,  or  three  below  Cobbifeconte. 


The  next  is  Meftieurs  Calls  and  Collar's,  viz. 

“  '^X/rE  the  Subfcribers  of  lawful  Age,  teftifieth  and  fayeth,  that  we  have^  lived 
in  Kennebeck-River  for  about  twenty  Years,  and  are  well  acquainted  with 
faid  River,  from  the  Mouth  up  to  Toconick  or  Neconnet  Falls ,  about  36  Miles  above 
Richmond  Forty  and  about  62  Miles  from  the  Mouth  of  laid  River  Kennebtck  \  and 
are  well  acquainted  with  all  the  noted  Places,  Brooks  and  fmali  Rivers,  called  by 
the  Indians  from  faid  Richmond-Fort  up  to  faid  Teconiek  Falls,  viz.  Nefcumfkick 
about  five  Miles  above  the  Fort  ;  Nehumkeeg  or  Negumkike  Falls  about  feven  Miles 
di ft  ant  from  faid  Fort  on  theEaft  Side  of  Kennebeck-River  ..  a  fmali  Brook  on  the 
E aft  Side  about  nine  Miles  diftanr,  the  Name  unknown  to  us  y  Cobbafeconte  River 
about  ten  Miles  on  theWeft  Side;  Nedomcook  about  twelve  Miles  ;  (ufloana  about 
1 3  Miles ;  Majagamagccfa  24  Miles  y  SebaftoGcock  35  Miles  y  Teconiek  or  Neconnet 
Falls  about  36  Miles.  And  we  further  teftify,  that  we  never  knew  or  heard  of  any 
Place  called  by  the  Indians  or  Englifh  Nehumkeeg  or  Negumkike  Falls,  but  the  Place 
above-mentioned,  which  is  on  the  Baft  side  of  Kennebeck-River ,  about  two  or  three 
Miles  below  Cobbifeconte  towards  Kichmond  Fort  on  the  oppofite  Side.  And  v/e  ftand 
ready  to  give  our  Teftimony  to  the  Truth  of  the  above,  before  any  Authority. 
Given  under  our  Hands  this  2d  Day  of  April  1752.  Philip  Call , 

'  Teft.  Aar onbVi llardr  Jun.  Cbad/ab  Call, 

_  David  Joy,  James  Collar. 

York,  ff.  May  25.  1753.  • 

Then  Phillip  Call,  Obadiah  Call,  and  James  Collar ,  all  perfonally  appeared,  and 
being  firft  carefully  examined ,  and  cautioned  to  declare  the  whole  1  ruth  in  the 
Cafe,  made  folemn  Oath  to  the  Truth  of  the  within  Depofuion  figned  by  them. 

Taken  in  Per  petti  am  Rei  Memorial,  before  Us, 

Samuel  Denny ,  )>  l  wo  of  his  Mnjefty’sjuftices 
Samuel  Moody,)  of  the  Peace,  Quorum  Onus. 

The 
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Then  next  is  Mr.  John  Herron's.,  viz. 

“  ^fOhn  Herron  of  lawful  Age,  teftifies  and  fays,  That  he  hath  lived  in  Kennebeck * 
J  River  thirty-  four  Years,  or  thereabouts,  and  is  well  acquainted  from  the 
Mouth  of  faid  River  to  Norridgwafk ,  with  fome  of  the  noted  Places  and  their 
Names  as  called  by  the  Indians  andEnglifh,viz.  Nehumkeeg  or  Negumkike- Falls,  a- 
bout  feven  Miles  above  Richmond-  Fort  on  the  Eaft:  Side  of  faid  River  Kenneheck  ; 
Ccbbifeconte  River,  about  ten  Miles  above  faid  Fort  on  the  Weft  Side  oftheRiver  ; 
Squehegan  Falls  about  one  Mile  below  Norridgwalk  Town  on  Kennebeck- River. 
And  he  further  teftifies  and  faith,  that  he  never  heard  any  Indian  or  Englifh  call 
the  above  Places  by  any  other  Names  ;  and  no  other  Place  called  Negumkike  or 
Negumkeeg ,  but  the  above.  Given  under  my  Hand  this  2d  Day  of  April  1752.” 

John  Herron . 

Taken  in  Perpetuam  May  25.  1 753.  before  Meffieurs  Denny  &  Moody,  Juftices 
Quorum  XJnus. 

The  next  fhall  be  the  Depofition  of  Jabez  Bradbury ,  Efq-,  Commander  of  Fort 
George  in  St.  George's  River ,  taken  in  Perpetuam  &c.  viz, 

“  I  Jabez  Bradbury  of  St.  Georges1  s  River ,  Efq-,  do  teftify  and  fay.  That  I  went 
i  into  Kennebeck- River,  about  thirty  Years  ago,  where  I  liv’d  Years,  and  be¬ 
came  well  acquainted  with  faid  River,  &c.  I  alfo  teftify  that  there  is  a /mail  River 
about  two  or  three  Miles  below  Cobbifeconte,  known  by  the  Name  of  Nehumkeeg  or 
Nehumkee  ,  which  empties  itfelf  into  Kennebeck- River  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  it  ; 
at  the  Mouth  of  which  fmall  River  call'd  Nehumkeeg  0rNegumkike,ra^w£  it  empties 
itfelf  into  Kennebeck  are  Small-Falls  •,  near  which  Place  I  lived  and  'kept  a'l  raft¬ 
ing  Houfe  for  fome  Time  :  And  I  never  underftood  by  the  Indians,  or  any  other 
Perfons,  that  there  was  any  other  River  or  Falls  i n  Kennebeck  (than  the  above 
mentioned)  known  by  the  Name  Nehumkeeg  or  Nehumkee ,  or  by  any  Name  fimilar 
thereto.  I  alfo  teftify  that  Richmond-  Fort,  (a  little  above  the  North  Fnd  of  Swan - 
JJland)  is  about  twenty-four  or  twenty-five  Miles  up  Kennebeck- River,  from  the 
Mouth  of  it  to  theSea  ;  that  Alexander  Brown1  sFarm  is  about  fixMiles  •,  Cobbifeconte 
about  ten  Miles,  and  Cufhcncc  about  eighteen  Miles  above  Richmond-Fort  ;  and 
that  Wafer  umkeeg  is  juft  below  the  Great  Falls  of  Squahegcn,  and  about  ten  Miles 
below bSorridgwock  ;  all  which  Places  are  in  Kennebeck- River  ;  and  Richmond  Fort, 
Brown's  Farm  and  Ccbbifuonte  aforefaid,  on  the  Weft  Side  of  Kennebtck- River. 
I  alio  teftify, that  I  was  cccafionally  talking  with  Rombazeen  ( one  of  theChiefs  of  the 
Norridgwoch  Indians)  about  one  Mile  and  Half  above  Job  Lewis,  Efq;  hisHoufe, 
'which  is  on  the  Eaft  Side  of  Kennebeck- River  oppofite  to  Merry- Meeting- Bay)  and 
faid  Rombazeen  told  me,  that  was  his  Uncle  Baggaduffett1  s  Place  ;  and  that  William 
Burns ,  who  then  liv’d  on  that  Land  was  call’d  Baggaduffett,  becaufe  he  lived  on 
Part  of  that  Land  that  formerly  belong’d  to  faid  B aggadufett.  I  alfo  teftify  and 
declare,  that  I  was  prefent  when  Meftieurs  Gibbs  and  Skinner ,  were  with  Jofeph 
Bane,  about  getting  his  Depofition  refpedting  Nehumkike  &c.  which  Depofition 
was  taken  before  Jacob  Wendell ,  Efq-,  and  my  (elf,  at  Fort  George  on  St,  George's - 
River,  Qffober  19th  1752.  And  I  remember  the  Converfation  which  pals’d, 
the  Subftance  of  which  (fo  far  as  it  related  to  faid  Depofition)  is  as  follows,  viz. 

A 


[  3i  ] 

A  Depofition  being  produc'd  by  faid  Gentlemen,  it  was  read  to  the  faid  Bane,  who 
in  the  main  approv’d  of  it  :  Some  Enquiries  were  made  of  him  by  fome  of  the 
Company  refpeding  Nebumkike ,  faid  to  be  in  the  Depofition  fifteen  or  fixteen Miles 
above  Cobbifeconte  •,  as,  Are  there  any  Falls  there  ?  To  which  he  anfwer’d.  Near 
to  that  Place  is  Falls  ;  and  accordingly  it  was  put  down  fo.  I  don’t  undertake  to 
fay,  that  the  very  Queftions  and  Aniwers  pafs’d,  or  that  they  were  in  the  Order 
they  itand  here  ;  but  only  that  this  was  theAmount  and  Sum  and  Subftance  of  the 
Converfation  relating  to  Nebumkike ,  fo  far  as  I  could  collect.  When  this  Con- 
verfation  happened,  Mr.  Samuel  Goodwin  was  prefent,  with  fome  others. 

Jabez  Bradbury. 

Many  other  Evidences  we  have  of  the  fame  Tenor,  which  prove  that  Nchumkeeg 
or  Negumkike Falls  are  a  little  below  Cobbifeconte,  and  thePerfons  who  gave  them  de¬ 
clare  therein,  they  never  heard  of  any  fuch  Falls  above  Cobbifeconte  :  But  we  fhatl 
produce  pofitive  Evidences  that  there  are  no  fuch  Falls  above  Cobbifeconte ,  viz.  Mr. 
John  Norths  and  his  Affiftants ,  who  have  lately  been  employed  in  taking  a  Survey 
of  Kennebeck  as  high  up  as  tiventy  four  Miles  above  Cobbifeconte ,  viz. 

<c  ^jfOhn  North  of  lawful  Age,  faith,  that  he  meafured  Kennebeck-River,  about 

J  twenty  four  Miles  above  Cobbifeconte ,  and  finished  faid  Meafure  or  Survey  the 
27th  Day  of  ApNl  1753.  and  faw  no  Falls  in  faid  River  of  Kennebeck  for  that 
Diftance.  There  is  feveral  fmall  Iflands  in  the  above  River,  and  ftrong  Current  in 
fome  Places  aboveCulhanna.  Given  under  myPIand  this  12th  Day  of  May  1 7 5 3 T* 

John  North. 

We  the  Subfcribers  attefl  to  the  Truth  of  the  above,  being  employed  to  affilt 
in  the  above  Survey.  Jonathan  Rand ,  Jun. 

IVilliam  Jones, 

Samuel  Marfon. 

Taken  in  Perpetuam  May  25.  1753.  before  the  Juftices  aforefaid. 

Thus  have  we  abundantly  proved  that  Negumkike-Falls  are  a  little  below  Cobbife¬ 
conte,  and  that  there  are  no  Falls  of  that  Name  above  Cobbifeconte. 

The  Brunjwick  Proprietors  have  endeavour’d  to  confound  the  Names  of  Places  ; 
and  have  amufed  their  Readers  that  there  is  a  Place  above  Cobbifeconte  called  Negum¬ 
kike,  to  give  fome  Colour  of  Ground  that  the  Plymouth  Grant  extends  from  the 
Mouth  of  Cobbifeconte  up  the  River  only  :  But  we  have  proved  above,  that  the 
utmoft  Limits  of  Cobbifeconte  cannot  mean  the  Mouth  of  Cobbifeconte,  but  the  Head  of 
Cobbifeconte ,  and  therefore  ( even  on  the  Suppofition  there  be  fuch  a  Place  as  Negumkike 
above  Cobbifeconte ,  and  Falls  there  too )  that  their  Conftru£lion  of  the  Bounds  of  faid 
Grant  is  abfurd,  ridiculous  and  non-fenfical  *,  and  only  ferves  to  fhew  that  they 
have  a  Dfpofttion  to  hide  the  Fruth,  and  enlarge  their  PofTdTions  at  the  Expence  of 
the  Plymouth  Company. 

VII.  They  endeavour  to  prove  that  the  lower  Part  of  Kennebeck  River,  viz.  that 
Part  which  lies  betweenMerry- Meeting  Bay  and  the  Sea ,  is  called  Sagadabock  River  ; 
as  from  the  27th  to  the  30th  Page. - But, 

Before  they  go  upon  it,  they  endeavour  to  fet  afide  a  Piece  of  Evidence  which 
we  produced  in  our  Remarks,  to  prove  that  the  River  between  Merry-Meeting  Hay 

E  and 
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-and  the  Sea  was  called  Kennebeck  River  :  to  prove  which  we  (aid  in  enr  Remarks* 
“  We  have  many  Evidences  to  produce  ;  but  at  prefent  (hall  content  our  (elves 
with  one  which  the  Brunfwick  Proprietors  will  not  have  the  Face  to  queftion,^. 
“  A  Deed  from  Ephraim  Savage,  ( Adminiftrator  to  Richard  IE  barton)  to  the  late 
“  Thomas  Huichinfon,  Efqj  and  others  ( whofe  SgccefTors  the  Brunfwick  Proprie*; 
“  tors  2re)  dated  Nov.  5/  1714  in  the  deferiptive  Part  of  which,  Atkins's- Bay  is 
44  mentioned  as  one  of  their  Boundaries,  and  is  exprefly  Paid  to  be  in  Kennebeck- 
River  :  and  the  Situation  of  Atkins' s-Bay  is  known  to  be,  and  by  their  Plan 
“  they  acknowledge  it  to  be  a  little  within  the  Mtutb  of  the  River ,  on  the  Weft 
“  Side  of  it,  not  more  than  a  Mile  from  the  Sea.  And  this  Evidence  is  corrobo- 
“  rated  by  their  printed  Advertifemenr,  figned  byMr.  Belcher  Noyes ,  dated  Nov.  13. 
“  1751.  in  which  they  mention  Atkins's  Bay  to  be  in  Kennebeck  River  which  fuf- 
“  ficiently  proves  that  the  Name  Kennebeck  is  properly  applied  to  the  whole  Ri- 
“  ver.” —  To  fet  this  afide  they  only  lay,  44  all  that  it  proves  is,  that  Ephraim 
«6  Savage  was  miftaken,  and  that  we  in  deferibing  the  Pejepfcot  Company's  Claim 
as  it  was  deicribed  in  Savage' s  Deed,  did  as  we  ought  to  do. — 

This  bears  hard  upon  them,  and  they  have  no  other  Way  to  get  rid  of  it  than 
faying  44  that  Savage  was  miftaken.”  But  Savage  was  not  miftaken,  for  hisDeferip- 
tion  is  copied  from  the  Indian  Deed  to^the  aforefaid  RichardWharton,& at-ed  July  7. 
1684.  in  which,  part  of  the  Land  conveyed  is  thus  deferibed,  viz.  44  And  all  the 
“  Lands  from  Macquoit  to  Pejepfcot ,  and  to  hold  the  fame  Breadth  where  the 
44  Land  will  bear  it  down  to  a  Place  called  Atkins's- Bay  near  to  Sagadehoc  on  the 
tfc  Wefterly  Side  of  Kennebeck  River ,  and  all  the  Elands  in  Kennebeck  River,  andLand 
44  between  faid  At  kinds- Bay  and  /mail  Point  Harbour .” —  Can  any  Thing  fhow 
more  clearly  than  this,  that  theRiver  at  Atkins' s- Bay, and  between  Atkins' s- Bay  and 
Small  Point  Harbour,  is  called  Kennebeck  River  •,  and  Small- Point  being  on  the 
Wefterly  Side  of  the  Mouth  of  the  River,  where  if  empties  itfelf  into  the  Sea,  proves 
that  the  River  is  called  Kennebeck- River  down  to  the  Sea  ?.  But  perhaps  they  may 
tell  us  that  the  Indians  who  gave  this  Deed,  and  Wharton  who  obtain’d  it,  were 
miftaken  :  But  what  is  it  they  wont  fay  to  anfwer  their  Purpofe  ? 

Now  let  us  examine  the  Evidences  they  have  produced  on  the  other  Side  of  the. 
Queftion,  viz.  to  prove  that  the  River  between  Merry-Meeting  Bay  and  the  Sea  is 
known  by  the  Name  of Sagadahoc. 

The  fir  ft  they  produce  is  44  from  Smith's  General  Hiftory  of  New- England,  printed 
44  1624.  where  (Page  203)  giving  an  Account  ol  a  Number  of  Perfons  who  fail’d 
44  from  Plymouth  in  England  for  New-Englar.d,  where  they  arrived  in  1606,  he 
44  lays  44  they  planted  themfelves  at  Sagadahoc,  at  the  Mouth  of  a  fair  navigable 
44  River.” — Here  is  nothing  laid  of  Sagadahoc  being  aRiver  *  nor  any  Name  given 
the  fair  navigable  River,  at  the  Mouth  of  which,  viz.  at  Sagadahoc  they  planted 
themfelves.  ° This  therefore  is  nothing  at  all  to  their  Purpofe,  but  ferves  on  the 
contrary  to  confirm  an  Obfervation  we  have  made  in  our  Remarks  44  that  Saga - 
“  dahoc  which  is  an  Indian  Word,  is  generally  underftood  to  fignify  the  Mouth  of 
44  a  River,  and  as  applied  to  Kennebeck  means  the  Mouth  of  it."  We  are  obliged  to 
them  (cho*  contrary  to  their  Intention)  for  furnilhing  us  with  this  Evidence,  which 

©thervvife,  ’tis  probable,  we  fhould  have  been  without. — They  proceed  44  prefeiftjy 
r  •  44  after 
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«C  after  in  paKe  207.  he  (Smith)  fays,  “  as  to  the  Goodne.s  and  true  Suhftance  oF 
«  the  Land  we  are  for  the  moll  Part  ignorant  of  them,  unlefs  it  be  thofe  l  ai  ts 
««  about  the  Bay  of  Chifapeak  and  Sagadahoc  "  which  laft,  fay  they,  is  doubtlefs  the 
-  fame  we  now  call  Merry-Meeting  Bay."- By  the  fafiExtraft  they •  would  have  , 
appear  that  Sagadahoc  was  the  Name  of  a  fair- navigable  River .and  by  ths  tha  »t 
was  the  Name  of  a  Bay  and  if  the  Name  of  a  Bay,  it  muft  DOUB  I  Li_oS  be  the 
fame  we  now  call  Merry-Meeting  Bay.  But  we  have  (hewn  that  it  was  not  theiSame 
of  a  River-,  and  it  is  as  eafy  to  (hew  that  it  was  not  the  Name  of  a  Bay-,  for 
toff’s  Words  are  “  about  the  Bay  0)  Chifapeak  and  Sagadahoc:  if  he  ha  in¬ 
tended  that  Sagadahoc  Ihould  have  been  taken  for  a  Bay,  he  would  have  faid  the 
Ttt  of  Chifapeak  and  Saaadahoc  :  But  he  had  no  fuch  Intention  for  he  makes 
it  to  be  the  Mouth  or  Land  at  the  Mouth  of  a  fair  navigable  River.  But  fuppofing 
it  was  the  Name  of  a  Bay.how  does  it  appear  that  it  is  the  fame  we  now  ca  1 Merry- 
Meeting  Bay  ?  Why,  becaufe  they  fay  “  it  doubtlefs  is  the  fame.  They  have  re 
folvedkhe  whole  of  this  Evidence  into  themfelves  ;  they  don  t  doubt  that  it  is  10, 

andThheeyrequote  further  «  he  fays  (Page  208)  the  Principal  Habitation  North¬ 

ward  we  were  at,  was  Penobfcot  -,  Southward  along  the  Coaft,  and  up  theRners 
we  found  (amon°-  others  mentioned,  fay  they,  that  is  among  other  Habitations) 

Sagadahoc,  Jumoughcowgen,  and  Kennebecke-,  and  fu”he^Sis  V|l4twf  m'the 
“  the  next,  then  Nujkoucus,  Pemaquid  and  Sagadahoc  What  aldusto 
Puroofe  ?  Thefe  Places  are  all  mentioned  only  as  Habitations.  Then  they  , 
this  Paragraph  “  up  this  River  was  the  Weftern  Plantation  (  Cnpt.Popham  s  ) 
ar e  Aummgbcowgen,  Kennebeck,  and  divers  others”  (Habitations  :)  Which  I  aia- 
maph  bv  di  Smfe  or  Nonfenfe  of  it,  and  by  their  Manner  of  Pointing  feems  ,n- 
firelv  independent  of  the  foregoing.  The  foregoing  Paragraph  ends  with  Sagada- 
Z  J bl  which  is  intended  Sagadahoc  Habitation)  to  which  they  .mmediate ly 
fubioJ  “  up  this  River,  &c.”  which  has  no  Manner  of  Conneftion  with  Sagadahoc 
(Habitation)5 and  thus  with  great  Ingenuity  endeavour  to 

ders  and  to  make  them  believe  that  Sagadahoc  is  here  called  a  River  ,  at  lea  t  that 
fo  much  is  implied.—  The  laft  Quotation  they  make  from  Smith  is  as  follows, 
1?  Z  Pal  215.  mentioning  fome  remarkable  Land-Marks  he  hys,  Sagadahoc 
is  know” by  Satquin"  which  is  an  llland,  fay  they,  we  now  call  Segmn_  —U  c.o,s 
not  aoDear  bv  what  they  have  hitherto  quoted,  that  Sagadahoc  is-  any  Thing  moi 

being  known  the  Habitation  called  Sagadahoc,  is  known  by 

St  Thfst  th  kmount  of  Smith's  Evidence,  which  we  take  for  granted 
fhey  havered  Right  -,  but  whether  Right  or  Wrong,  it  is  no  more  to  their  I  ur- 
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prevent  all  Cavilling  there  is  the  following  Note  in  the  Margin  “  i Sagetdehoc  ;  here 
apt .1  opbam  built  St.  George's- Fort  and  planted.” —  They  do  not  tell  us  where 
t  oneg  was,  nor  Capt.  P opbam  s-Fort ;  and  fo  we  are  left  to  guefs  where  Sagadeboc 
^  .  But  tho  Sagadahoc  may  appear  by  this  to  be  a  River,  it  appears  by  the  fame 
ia‘  ^  was  Landa\fo  where  Capt.  P opbam  built  a  Fort  and  planted  ?  This  River 
may  ometimes  have  been  called  Sagadehoc,  from  the  Name  of  the  Habitation  or 
eintchy  near  the  Mouth  of  it  ;  but  we  fhall  prefently  produce  fuller  Evidence 
i0*Tn’  ame  ^Mriter  with  Regard  to  Kennebeck ,  to  which  we  refer. 

4  *  j.ie  nex^  (%  rhey)  is  a  Grant  from  K.  Charles  I.  to  Sir  F.  George,  dated  April 

4  c*  Vlz  “from  Pifcataqua  Harbour’s  Mouth  North-Eaffward  along  the 

ea  Coafl  to  Sagadehock ,  and  up  the  River  thereof,  to  Kennebeck  River.” 

4c  kS“&“aeboc  ls  n^c  called  a  River  here  ;  it  is  only  faid  44  to  Sagadehock  and  up  the 
River  thereof ;”  On  the  contrary,  this  Manner  of  Exp  re  ffi  on  implies  that&sg*- 
^■tvoc  is  a  Territory ,  up  the  River  whereof  the  faid  Grant  was  to  extend. 

}  The  next  (lay  they)  lhall  be  from  the  Maffachufetts  Charter ,  where  mentioning 
tnei  Timber  of  Councellours  to  be  annually  chofen,  it  is  faid  44  And  one  of  the 
Inhabitants  of  or  Proprietors  of  Land  within  the  Territory,  lying  between  the 
River  of  Sagadeboc,  and  Nova-Scotia .”  And  further,  there  is  this  Claufe  in  laid 
charter,  44  from  the  River  of  Sagadehock  to  theGulph  of  Sr.  Lawrence ,  &c. 
River  of  Sagadehock  :  1  he  fame  Anl  wer  ferves  here  as  above, viz.  that  Sagadehock 
is  not  called  a  River,  and  that  the  Mode  pf  Expreffion  implies  it  to  be  a  Territory  : 
and  in  ract  we  have  feen  by  the  Evidence  they  have  produced  above,  that  it  was 
a  Habitation  or  Territory. 

1  he  next  (fay  theyj  fhall  be  from  an  Indian  Deed,  of  a  Tradl  of  Land  many 
Miles  from  the  Sea  up  the  River  (what  River  ? )  from  Robin  Hood,  to  Brown 
and  Bateman,  dated  Nov.  i.  1639.  in  which  faidLand  is  bounded  on  Sagadehock 
River T — Is  would  not  have  ferved  their  Turn  to  give  the  Defcription  in  this 
Deea  fa  called, as  it  Hands  therein.  The  whole  of  this  lamousDeed  (as  we  are  told 
by  a  Perfon  who  has  feen  it)  is  comprifed  in  four  or  five  Lines  in  thefe  Words, or 
to  this  Effect  44  That  Robin  Hood  in  Confideration  of  thirty  found  Pumkins ,  fells  all 
44  his  Land  about  Nequafit  to  John  Brown  and  Bateman .”  And  below  it  is  a  Cer¬ 
tificate  dated  about  forty  Years  after  the  Deed,  44  that  faid  Land  is  bounded  on 
44  Sagadehock."  This  is  one  of  their  Deeds  which  they  oppofe  to  the  Plymouth  Com¬ 
pany's  Claim  ;  and  is  fo  ridiculous,  that  it  would  be  ridiculous  to  take  any  further  * 
Notice  ol  it. —  We  pafs  therefore  to, 

44  Another  Proof,  which  flay  they)  (hall  be  from  the  Account &f  Sylvanus  Davis 
before  mentioned,  which  we  find  in  thefe  Words,  44  the  Lands  on  both  Sides  of 
Sagadehock* River  and  Kennebeck-River,  &c.”  and  further,  44  Sagadehock- 
River  is  from  Small-Point,  to  Merry-Meeting,  which  is  about  25  Miles,  and  at 
Merry-Meeting  is  the  Outlet  of  a  Bay  which  is  five  Miles  over,  into  which  Bay 
fix  Rivers  fall,  the  moft  confiderable  of  them  is  in  Kennebeck,  at  the  Mouth  of 
which  is  Swan-Ifland,  about  five  Miles  long,from  the  uppermofl  Point  of  Swan- 
44  Ifland  to  Cobbifeconte,  is  more  than  twelve  Miles.” 

4  e  whh.  we  could  fee  this  Account  of  Davis's,  which  as  we  have  faid  above  is  a 
Manuscript  in  their  Pofieflion,  which  no  Body  can  have  Recourfe  to  but  them- 
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felves  ;  they  can  quote  it  therefore  or  mif  quote  it,  juft-  as  they  pleafe,  without  the 
Hazard  of  being  detected.  But  fuppofing  this  Account  genuine,  it  does  not  appear 
that  the  River  between  Merry-Meeting  Bay  and  the  S 'ea  was  called  Sagadehock  be¬ 
fore  Davis’s  Time  *,  but  the  contrary  will  manifeftly  appear  after  we  have  produced 
our  Evidence  refpe&ing  Kennebeck  :  and  there  is  great  Rcafon  to  fufpeft  that 
Davis  might  be  under  fome  undue  Biafs  in  this  Affair,  being  dire&ly  or  remotely  in- 
terefted  •,  and  therefore  that  hisOpmion  therein  is  not  to  be  depended  on.  But  on  the 
Suppofition  he  was  under  no  fuch  Biafs,  his  Account,  and  ail  their  otherEvidence  when 
compared  with  ours,  and  weighed  therewith  in  the  Ballance ,  will  be  found  wanting . 

44  The  laft  Thing  (fay  they)  we  fhall  mention,  is  a  Vote  of  the  General  Affembly 
of  the  Province  of  Maffachufetts-Bay,  as  follows,  44  In  the  Houfe  of  Reprefema* 
tives,  June  23.  1738.  Voted,  That  all  the  Lands  lying  and  being  betwixt  Steven’s' 
River  and  the  River  Sagadehock  on  the  Weft,  about  three  Miles  in  Breadth,  and 
Parker’s  Ifland  on  the  Eafterly  Side  of  the  faid  River  of  Sagadehock,  extending 
three  Miles  into  the  Main,  with  all  the  Inhabitants  thereon,  as  high  up  on  each 
Side  of  the  River  as  the  Chops  of  Merry-Meeting  Bay  fo  called,  or  Temple  Bar, 
be  and  hereby  are  annexed  to  and  accounted  as  Part  and  Paicel  of  George- Town, 
fo  called,  on  Arowfick  Eland  in  Sagadehock- River,  fubj eft  to  do  Duty,  &c.” 

The  Lands  here  delcribed  lie  within  the  Tradl  claimed  by  the  Pejepfcot  Company ,  . 
and  fo  it  may  be  fuppofed  that  the  faid  Company  or  fome  of  them  petitioned  the 
General  Court  that  faid  Lands  might  be  annexed  to  George-Down, — -  It  is  not  to 
be  wonder’d  at  therefore  that  in  their  Petition  (upon  which  the  Vote  paffed,  and 
from  which  faid  Defcription  was  taken)  they  deferi bed  thofe  Lands  in  the  Manner 
above  :  and  this  we  believe  to  be  the  Reafon  that  they  have  not  mentioned  the 
Names  of  the  Perfons  upon  whofe  Petition  the  faid  Vote  paffed,  leaft  we  fhould 
know  that  they  were  of  the  Pejepfcot -Comp any,  or  a&uated  by  them.  If  this  be 
the  true  State  of  the  Cafe,  the  faid  Lands  being  fo  deferibed  by  the  faid  Company 
in  theYear  1 738,  can  be  of  no  moreAuthorky  than  their  fimilarDefcriptionsjn  the 
Year  1753. —  However  that  be,  we  fhall  prefently  produce  a  Vote  of  the  Affembly 
of  the  fame  Province ,  in  Relation  to  Kennebeck ,  to  the  Authority  of  which  no  Ob* 
jedtion  can  be  made  :  In  the  mean  Time  we  fhall  give  a  Defcription  of  Part  of  the 
Lands  deferibed  in  the  Vote  above-mentioned,  as  we  find  it  in  a  Petition  to  the 
General  Court  prefented  at  the  Seffion  in  May  laff ,  and  figned  by  fix  and  forty 
Perfons,  viz.  Jonathan  Philbrook  and  others,  who  humbly  fhew,  44  That  they  are 
44  InhabitarRS  of  mate  Lands  on  Kennebeck  River ?  ^ bounded  Southerly  on  Winni - 
“  game  River,  Eafterly  on  Kennebeck ,  Wefterly  on  Stevens's  River,  and  Northerly  . 
44  on  Merry-Meeting  Bay ,  in  Length  about  nine  Miles ,  and  in  Breadth  about  three  *, 
44  which  about  fourteen  Tears  fince  were  annexed  by  this  Court  to.  Georgetown,  &c. 

Here  it  is  faid  that  thefe  Lands  are  on  Kennebeck  River  nine  Miles  in  Length ,  viz, 
from  IVinnigance  Southerly,  up  to  Merry-Meeting  Bay  Northerly  ;  And  V/innigancd 
where  it  runs  into  Kennebeck.. is  leveral  Miles  below  the  upper  or  Northerly  End  of 
Arrowftck  Jfland .. 

Having  thus  examined  their  Evidence,  and  feen  the  whole  Amount  of  if,  we 
fhall  now  produce  our  own,  which  we  doubt  not,  will  fatisfy  every  unprejudiced 
Reader//^/  the  River  between  Merry-Meeting  Bay  and  the  Sea  (  which  they  call 
Sagadahoc k )  is  really  Part  of  Kennebeck  River ,  The  , 
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The  flrft  we  {halt  produce  is  Par  chafe  above-mentioned;  printed  who  gives* 

an  Account  of  a  Voyage  to  North- America  undertaken  in  the  Year  1604.  wherein 
it  is  faid  (Page  1625).  “  From  Si.  Croix  to  flxty  Leagues  forward,  the  Coaft  lieth 
Eaft  and  Weft :  at  the  End  of  which  fixty  Leagues  is  a  River,  called  by  the  Sava- 
res,  Kenibeki ”  In  the  fame  Page  “  In  all  this  Coalt  fo  far  as  Kenibeki ,  there  are 
many  Places  where  Ships  may  be  harboured  among  the  Elands.”—  (Page  1626) 

46  The  River  of  Norombega  being  palled,  Monfi.  de  Monts  went  Hill  Coafting, until 
he  came  to  Kinibeki,  where  a  River  is  that  may  fhorten  the  Way  to  go  to  the  great 
River  of  Canada ”  (fame  Page)  “  from  Kinibeki  going  further, one  finderh  the  Bay 
of  Marchin  ”  (perhaps  Cafco-Boy)—(i ame  Page)  “The  People  that  be  from  Saint 
John's  River  to  Kinibeki  (wherein  are  comprised  the  Rivers  of  St.  Croix  and  No- 
rombega)  are  called  Etechcmins  ;  and  from  Kinibeki  as  far  as  Malebarre ,  and  farther 
thry  are  called  ArmouchiquoisN 

The  next  we  (hall  produce  is  Hubbard's  Hiftory ,  printed  by  fpecial  Authority  of 
the  G 'overnoun  and  Council  of  the  Majfachufetts  Colony ,  in  the  Year  1677.  entitled, 
A  Narrative  of  the  Troubles  with  the  Indians  in  New- England ,  from  Pifcataqua  to 
Pemaquid :  wherein  he  fays  (Page  2)  “  The  firft  Place  that  ever  was  poffeflcd  by 
“  the  Englifh,  in  Hope  of  making  a  Plantation  in  thofe  Parts,  was  a  Trait  of 
“  Land  on  the  Weft  Side  of  the  River  Kennebeck ,  then  called  Sagatawocke ,  fince 

«<  Sagadehock _  “In  the  Mouth  of  the  River  of  Kennebeck  lies  a  coBfiderable 

“  Eland  called  Arowfick —  “There  is  another  River  (Page  3.)  that  ijfues  into 
Ct  Kennebeck  a  little  higher  up  into  the  Country  called  Pegypfcot,  that  comes  down 
“  from  behind  Cafco-Bay.  1  his  Pejepfcot  is  theSeat  of  the  Amofcogging  Indians.” 
N.B.  Pegypfcct  is  the  fame  that  they  call  in  their  printed  Plan  AndrofcogginR'wev  v 
and  ijfues  into  the  lower  or  Southerly  Part  of  Merry-Meeting  Bay.— Pa  .31.  he  fays, 
“  Mews  was  brought  to  the  faid  Indians  of  the  Surprizal  of  Arowfick  Houle  in 

“  Kennibeck ,  &c.” _ Page  42.  “  T  his  Eland  called  Arowfick ,  lies  up  tenMiles  wiih- 

“  in  the  Mouth  of  Kennibeck  River.”  N.  B.  This  agrees  with  their  printed  Plan,  in 
which  Arowfick  lies  about  ten  Miles  within  the  Mouth  of  the  River  from  the  Sea. 
Page  67.  “  February  21.  (1676)  This  Morning  we  fet  Sail  for  Kennebeck ,  and  ar- 
“  rived  at  the  Harbour’s  Mourh  at  4  o’Clock  •,  about  Sun-fet  we  fet  Sail  up  thr 
<c  River ,  and  got  to  the  lower  End  of  Arowfick  ” — 

The  next  is  a  Deed  from  Thomas  and  Mcny  Webber  to  Richard  Collicot ,  made  the 
3 6th  February  1 663.  of  an  Eland  commonly  known  by  the  Name  of  Lcng-Ifiand* 
lying  and  being  at  and  near  the  Mouth  of  Kennebeck  River — butting  on  Sagadahock's 
Point  of  Entrance . 

The  next  lhall  be  a  Vote  of  the  General  Afiembly  of  the  Province  of  the  Mafia- 
chufetts,  in  June  1735.  to  accept  the  Report  of  “  a  Committee  appointed  to  run 
the  Lines  between  the  Province  Lands,  and  the  Town  of  Nortb-Tarmoutb ;  the 
] aft  Paragraph  of  which  Report  is  “  And  the  faid  South  Eaft  Line  being  conti¬ 
nued,  runs  into  the  main  Sea ,  at  the  Mouth  of  Kennebeck- River . 

The  lalt  lhall  be  the  Depofitions  of  fundry  Perfons  which  follow,  viz. 

“  |  Thomas  Piercy  of  George  Town ,  aged  64  Years,  do  certify  and  lay,  that  about 

I  twenty-three  Years  ago  I  went  down  to  the  Eaftward,  and  lived  on  Swan- 
If  and  in  Kennebeck  River  for  Nine  Years  ;  after  which  I  removed  to  a  Place  adjoin¬ 
ing  to  Small-Point ,  and  from  thence  I  removed  to  a  Place  called  Ccck's-Head,  both 

which 
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which  kfl  mentioned  Places,  as  well  as  Swan-JJland  do  lie  in  Kennebeck-River., 
and  that  Cock's-Head  is  about-one  Mile  from  Honeywell's  Point ,  and  faid  Honeywell's 
Point  is  about  one  League  diflant  from  Sequin  lfland,  which  Eland  called  Sequin 
lyeth  off  the  Mouth  of  .Kennebeck  River,  and  beareth  South  :  And  I  do  teftify  and 
fay,  that  the  River  beareth  the  Name  of  Kennebeck  from  fore- mentioned  Honey- 
well's  Point  many  leagues  upwards  into  the  Wildernefs,  nor  did  I  ever  hear  faid 
Kennebeck  River  called  by  any  other  Name,  until  fince  the  Time  when  Mr.  Samuel 
Goodwin^  went  upon  the  Survey  in  the  Service  of  the  Ply  mouth -Company,  which  was 
about  three  Years  ago  but  it  has  been  always  heretofore  called  Kennebeck  River, 
and  is  now  called  Kennebeck  River  by  the  mod  ancient  Perfons  now  living  there, 
and  known  by  no  other  Name  •,  and  further  faith  not.  Given  under  my  Hand  . 
this  30th  Day  of  April  1753.  Phomas  Piercey . 

Suffolk ,  IT.  Bofion ,  May  1.  1753.. 

Mr  .Thomas  Piercey  made  folemnOath  to  the  Truth  of  the  above-written  Declara¬ 
tion  :  .taken  in  Perpctucun  Rei  Memoriam. 

Before  us,  Samuel  Welles']  Juflices  of thePeace, , 

John  Hill ,  J  Quorum  Urns. 

\ 

The  Depofition  of  Jabez.  Bradbury,  Efq-,  Commander  of  Fort-George,  viz. 
u  ^jfAbez  Bradbury  of  St.  George’s- River,  tefti ties  and  fays,  that  I  went  into  Ken- 

J  nebeck  River  to  live  about  thirty  Years  fince,  and  I  always  under  flood  by  the 
Indians  that  the  River  Kennebeck  ran  to  the  Sea  or  Ocean ,  and  bore  the  fame  Name 
quite  down  to  the  Ocean  that  Sagadahock  at  the  Mouth  of  Kennebeck  River  in  the 
Indian  Language  means  a  coming  in  of  a  River,  and  from  thence  I  luppofe  that  it 
took  it’s  Name  of  Sagadahock ,  and  that  I  underflood  it  fo,  being  well  acquainted  > 
with  it  near  thirty  Years,  and  with  the  Indians  that  traded  in  faid  River,”  , 
Taken  in  Perpeiuam —  April  1 .  1751. 

The  Depofition  of  Mr.  Edward  King,  viz.: 

TpDward  King  of  Bofton ,  Surveyor,  aged  about  47  Years,  testifies  and  fays,  that " 
in  the  Year  1728,  he  went  down  into  the  Eaflern  Parts  of  this  Province,  viz? 
Maffachufetts-Bay,  where  he  lived  untill  the  Year  1752.  and  has  travel’d  thro* 
great  Part  of  the  faid  Eaflern  Country  and  by  that  Means  became  generally  ac¬ 
quainted  with  the  mofl  noted  Parts,  particularly  with  the  hrge  Rivers,  and  that  he 
was  a  Chain-man  for  Mr.  Phineas  Jones,  in  his  Survey  of  Kennebeck  River  and 
Land  adjoining,  which  Survey  was  in  the  Year  1731  ;  and  that  he  never  under- 
flood  by  the  faid  Jones,  or  any  other  Perfon  there,  that  Kennebeck  River  was  ever 
called  by  any  other  Name  but  Kennebeck,  from  it  s  Mouth  wvere  it  emptietb  itfeit 
into  the  Sea  or  Weflern  Ocean  up  to  Norridgwock,  which  is  about  one  Hundred  Miles  A 

Edward  King . 

Taken  inPerpetuam,  15.  1 753.  before  Willi amStoddard,  ^  juflices  of  Peace, 

Daniel  Henchman,  J  Quorum  Onus. 

The  Jafl  we  fhall  produce  at  thisTime,  is  the  Depofition  of  John  Gylfs, Efq;  viz. 

«  r  John  Gyles  of  Roxbury,  in  the  County'of  Suffolk  and  Province  of  the  Maffachu- 

1  Jetts- Bay,  in  Hew- England,  Efq-,  aged  73  Years,  do  teftify  and, fay,  that  when 

I  was  about  twelve  Years  old,  I  was  taken  Captive  at  Pmaquid  by  the  Indians, and 
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continued  with  them  about  nine  Years,  in  which  Time  I  learned  their  Language, 
fo  that  l  did  then,  and  do  now  understand  it  well  :  And  I  always  underftood  both 
by  the  Indians  and  the  Englifh,  that  Kennebeck  River  not  only  extended  itfelf  from 
Merry-Meeting  Bay  tar  upwards  into  the  Country, but  alfo  from  faid  Merry  Muting 
Bay  downwards  quite  to  the  Sea  or  WefternOcean,  into  which  the  faid  River  Kennebeck 
enfptieth  itfelf.  And  I  alfo  always  underftood  by  the  Indians  that  the  Word  Saga- 
darock  in  their  Language  (and  is  the  fame  with  the  Word  Sagadahock  wh  ch  the 
Englifh  make  U fe  of )  means  no  more  tha  the  Mouth  of, or  Entrance  into  aRiver. 
— Given  under  my  Hand  this  1 5th  Day  of  January ,  in  the  Year  1753. 

John  Gyles. 

Taken  inPerpetuam,  Jan.  15  1753.  before  Samuel  Welles ,  f  Juftices  of  Peace, 

Daniel  Henchman ,  ^  Quorum  Unus . 

Many  other  Authorities, all  tending  to  prove  the  famePoint,  namely,  that  theRiver 
between  Merry-Meeting  Bay  and  the  Sea  (which  they  call  Sagadehock)  is  really  Part 
cf  Kennebeck- River ,  might  have  been  produced,  but  we  think  thofe  already  pro¬ 
duced,  will  be  fufficient  to  fatisfy  any  rational  &  unprejudiced  Enquirer,  and  there¬ 
fore  we  will  not  needlefly  multiply  them.  “  And  now,  let  what  has  been  here 
“  offered,  be  placed  in  one  Scale,  and  all  the  Evidences  they  can  produce  or  boaft 
“  of,  be  placed  in  the  other,  and  we  are  very  willing  the  World  fhould  judo-e 
“  which  preponderates.” 

The  Evidence  above,  not  only  ferves  the  Purpofe  for  which  we  produced  it,  but 
to  fhew  what  and  where  Sagadahock  is  And  it  appears  to  be  a  Diftriit  of  Land, 
or  a  Territory,  at  and  near  the  Mouth  of  Kennebeck  River  on  the  Wefterly  Side. 

Having  thus  undeniably  proved,  that  Kennebeck  River  extends  down  to  the  Sea , 
theif  Argument  againft  extending  the  Plymouth  Grant  to  the  Sea,  founded  on  the 
contrary  Suppofition  falls  to  the  Ground  Their  Argument  Hands  thus  :  “  7'he 
Plymouth  Grant  is  bounded  on  Kennebeck  River  ;  but  Kennebeck  River  does  not 

extend  to  the  Sea  j  therefore  the  Plymouth  Grant  does  not  extend  to  the  Sea.” _ _ 

This  is  their  laft:  Argument :  but  the  laft  turns  out  like  all  that  preceeded  it — abfo- 
folutely  good  for  Nothing. — 

Before  we  proceed  to  the  next  Head,  we  fhall- produce  fundry  ancient  Records 
which  fhew,  Firjl ,  That  it  was  anciently  underftood  by  the  Neighbours  of  the  Co¬ 
lony  uf  I  lymouth,  that  the  faid  Colony's  Patent  Draff  on  Kennebeck  extended  down 
to  the  Sea.” 

Secondly ,  That  the  Plymouth  Colony  were  long  in  the  Poffeflion  of  Kennebeck  Ri¬ 
ver,  and  the  I  rade  thereof  ;  and  looked  on  themfeJves  as  having  a  Ri?bt  thereto 
exclujive  of  all  others.  * 

iff. ^That  it  was  anciently  underftood  fo  ;  will  appear  by  a  Letter  of  Thomas 
Dudley's,  Efq;  Governour  of  the  Maffachufetts  Colony,  dated  May  22.  1634.  taken 
from  Bradford's  Hiftory  of  Plymouth.  But  that  the  faid  Letter  may  be  intelligible, 
we  fhall  mention  the  Occafion  of  it.  One  Hocking  belonging  to  Pifcataqua  wet  \ 
with  a  Bark  to  trade  at  Kennebeck  ;  when  he  had  got  there, he  was  forbidden  by  one 
of  the  Plymouth  Agents  to  attempt  any  fuch  Thing;  But  he  p~rfifted  in  it,&  wenc 
up  theRiver, &  anchor’d.  ThePerfon  who  forbad  him  with  fome  others,  took  their 
Opportunity  in  a  Canoe,  and  cut  Hocking' s  Cable,  fo  that  he  drove  down  the  River 
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with  the  Stream.  Upon  this.  Hocking  takes  up  a  Mufket  which  he  had  laid  ready, 
and  fhot  the  Man,  who  cut  the  Cable,  dead  on  the  Spot  :  in  return,  one  of  the 
Plymoutb-men  fhot  He  eking  dead. 

This  Affair  made  a  confiderable  Noife,  and  particularly  in  the  Maffachufetts 
Colony  \  where  foon  alter  the  Plymouth  People  on  fome  Occafion  fent  a  Veffel  *,  on 
board  of  which  was  one  Mr.  Alden ,  who  had  been  at  Rennet  eck,  but  no  Adtor  in 
the  I  ragedy.  Mr.  /ilden  on  his  Landing  was  committed  to  Prifon,  but  hisVeffel 
difmiffecL  When  they  heard  at  Plymouth  of  Mr.  Alden's  Imprisonment,  they  fent 
Capt.  Standijh  with  Letters  to  Governour  Dudley  and  the  Court,  to  give  a  true  In¬ 
formation  of  the  Matter,  and  to  procure  Mr.  Aider? s  Releafe  :  To  one  of  which 
Letters  Governour  Dudley's  is  an  Anfwer,  viz, 

Newtown ,  May  22,  1634. 

Good  Sir , 

<£J  Have  received  your  Letter  by  Mr.  Standijh — For  the  Bufinefs  you  write  of,  I 
thought  meet  to  anfwer  a  Word  or  two  to  your  felf,  leaving  the  Anfwer  of 
your  Governour’s  Letter  to  our  Court,  to  whom  the  fame,  together  with  my  felf, 
is  diredted.  I  conceive  (’till  I  hear  new  Matter  to  the  contrary,)  that  your  Patent 
may  Warrant  your  Refinance  of  any  Englijh  from  trading  at  Kennebeck  ;  and  that  the 
Blood  of  Hocking  and  the  Party  he  flew,  will  be  required  at  his  Hands  *,  yet  do  I 
with  your  felf  and  others  forrow  for  their  Deaths.  I  think  likewife  that  your  ge- 
neralLetters  will  Jatisfy  our  Court, and  make  them  ceafe  from  any  further  intermed- 
ling  in  the  Matter.  I  have  upon  the  fame  Letter  fet  Mr.  Alden  at  Liberty  and  his 
Sureties  s  and  yet,  left  I  fhould  feem  to  negledt  the  Opinion  of  our  Court,  and  the 
frequent  Speeches  of  others  with  us,  I  have  bound  Capt.  Standijh  to  appear  xhe 
3d  of  June  at  our  next  Court,  to  make  Affidavit  for  the  Copy  of  the  Patent  and 
to  manifeft  the  Circumftances  of  Hocking  s  Provocations,  both  which  will  tend  to 
the  clearing  of  your  Innocency.  If  any  Unkindnefs  hath  been  taken  from  what 
we  have  done,  let  it  be  further  and  better  conffdered  of  I  pray  you,  and  I  hope 
the  more  you  think  of  it,  the  lefsBlame  you  will  impute  to  us  :  At  left  you  ought 
to  be  juft  in  differencing  them,  whofe  Opinions  concur  with  your  own, from  others 
who  were  oppoffte  *,  and  yet  I  may  truly  fay,  I  have  fpoken  with  no  Man  in  the 
Bufinefs  who  taxed  you  moft,  but  they  are  luch  as  have  many  Ways  heretofore 
declared  their  good  Affedtions  towards  your  Plantation.  I  further  refer  my  felf  to 
the  Report  of  Capt.  Standifh  and  Mr.  Alden ,  leaving  you  for  this  prelent  to  God’s 
Bleffing  &c.  Tour  very  loving  Friend ,  (Ac. 

Thomas  Dudley. 

This  Affair  and  the  Imprifonment  of  Mr.  Alden  caufed  a  great  Uneafinefs  be¬ 
tween  the  two  Colonies  of  Plymouth  and  A'lajfachufetts  *,  but  at  length  it  ended  in 
this  Propofal ;  That  a  Number  of  Magiftrates  and  Minifters  of  their  own  and  the 
Neighbouring  Plantations  fhould  affemble,  in  order  to  fettle  the  Matter  amicably 
between  them :  Accordingly  they  did  affemble  *,  and  “  after  all  Things  had  been 
“  fuliy  opened  and  difeuffed,  and  the  Opinion  of  each  one  demanded,  both  Ma- 
“  giftrates  and  Minifters  ;  tho’  they  all  could  have  wifhed  thefeThings  had  never 
4C  been,  yet  they  could  not  but  lay  the  Blame  and  Guilt  on  Hocking' s  own  Head :  And 
cc  thus  was  this  Matter  ended,  and  their  Love  and  Concord  renewed,’’ 
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By  the  Letter  above  it  appears,  Governour  Dudley  was  of  the  Opinion,  that  the 
Plymouth- Pa  tent  warranted  their  Refinance  of  any  En%li/h  from  trading  at  Kenne- 
2eck — the  Principal,  the  molt  known  and  beft  inhabited  Part  of  Kenneheck ,  and 
confequently  that  Part  next  the  Sea  (for  fo  much  at  leaft  his  Manner  of  Expreffion 
implies;  and  therefore  he  mult  have  underltood  the  faid  Patent  Trail  to  extend  to 
the  Sea  •,  for  the  Patent  warranted  Rebftance  only  within  the  Limits  of  the  Trad 
granted  thereby. 

2dly,  That  the  Plymouth  Colony  were  long  in  the  Podeflion  of  Kenneheck  River 
and  the  Trade  thereof :  and  that  they  looked  upon  themfelves  as  having  a  Right 
thereto,  exclubve  of  all  others,  will  appear  by  the  following  Extrads  taken  from 
the  ancientRecords  of  faid  Colony,  and  attefled  by  JofiahCottonfLiog,  Regiiter  for  the 
County  of  Plymouth :  which  Extrads  have  been  publifned  more  at  large  by  the 
Plymcut h-Company,  and  annexed  to  a  printed  Copy  of  their  Patent,  viz. 

u  At  the  General  Court  holden  at  N 'ew- Plymouth,  the  8th  of  June  1649.  a 
Committee  was  appointed  to  treat  of  and  let  the  Trade  at  Kenneheck,  which  ac¬ 
cordingly  on  the  4th  of  July  following,  they  did  for  the  full  Term  of  three  Years.5* 

“  At  a  General  Court  held  at  Plymouth ,  the  29th  o f  June  1652.  the  Court  are 
'willing  and  do  agree  to  fell  and  let  the  Trade  at  Kenneheck  to  thofe  that  former¬ 
ly  had  it,  on  fuch  Terms  as  they  formerly  had  it — for  three  Years.55 

“  At  the  General  Court  held  the  ill  of  March  at  Plymouth,  1655.  they  am-ee 
to  let  the  Trade  for  the  full  Term  of  feven  Years,  beginning  when 

the  former  Term  fhall  be  fully  expired,  &c.” 

44  At  the  General  Court  held  the  2d  July  1655.  a  Committee  is  appointed'1  to 
meet  with  the  Magiltrates  at  the  next  Court  of  Aibftants,  to  treat  with  them  about 
the  letting  of  the  Trade  at  Kenneheck,  and  about  regulating  the  Diforder  of  theGo- 
vernment  there  j  and  to  take  Order  for  the  mending  of  Jones's  River  Bridge  in 
Behalf  of  the  Country.55 

44  Ac  the  General  Court  held  at  Plymouth  the  3d  July  1656.  The  Committees 
of  the  feveral  Townlkips  were  required  to  exprefs  themfelves  particularly*  whether 
they  would  agree  unto  that  which  hath  been  done  in  letting  of  the  Trade  at  Ken - 
nebeck,  according  to  the  Term  agreed  on  by  the  Parties,  &c.  to  which  they  have 
given  a  general  Content  in  the  Behalfof  their  Townfhips  relpedtively. — The  Trea- 
furer  is  appointed  in  the  Behalf  of  the  Country  annually,  to  receive  the  Pay  for 
the  Rent  of  the  Trade  at  Kenneheck ,  for  every  of  the  feven  Years.55 

44  At  a  General  Court  of  Election  held  at  Plymouth,  the  7th  Day  of  June  1659, 
before  Thomas  Prince ,  Governour,  &c.  For-as-much  as  we  have  good  Informa¬ 
tion  that  1  hings  are  in  fuch  a  Pofture^  Kenneheck ,  in  Reference  to  forme  Troubles 
among  the  Indians ,  forme  of  whom  being  fLain,  fome  carried  away,  and  thereby  alfo 
difeouraged,  that  there  is  a  pretent  debiting  from  their  Hunting  •,  and  fo  a  Cefia- 
tion  of  the  Trade,  whereby  fuch  as  have  rented  the  Trade  of  the  Country,  are  fo 
far  difeouraged,  that  they  fee,  and  it  probably  appeareth,  that  they  will  not  only 
be  di fabled  for  paying  the  expedted  Rent,  but  will  be  likely  to  fuffer  greatLoffes ; 
and  do  alfo  fear  they  may  be  forced  wholly  to  debit,  and  to  call  Home  their  Eitate 
there  ;  whereby  the  Trade  may  be  indangered  to  be  loft  for  the  future,  if  fome 
Courfe  be  not  taken  about  it.  THE  Court  do  therefore  recommend  to  the 
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feveral  Townfhips  Confideration,  and  defire  they  would  depute  Tome  Men  whom 
they  canbetruft,  to  fignify  their  Minds  at  the  Sitting  of  the  General  Court  in  Oc¬ 
tober  next  ;  and  impower  them  to  aft  in  the  Premifes.” 

“  At  the  General  Court  held  at  Plymouth  the  3d  of  October  1659.  Whereas  by 
Order  of  Court,  bearing  Date  the  rth  of  June  1659.  it  w'as  recommended  to  the 
feveral  Townlhips,  to  fend  their  Deputies  irnpowered  to  aft  in  the  ordering  and 
fettling  the  Trade  at  Kennebeck,  which  was  much  interrupted  by  Reafon  of  fome 
Troubles  among  the  Indians,  to  the  great  Difcouragement  of  the  prefent  Farmers 
thereof.  In  purfuance  of  which  Order ,  the  Deputies  lent  from  the  feveral  Towp- 
Ihips  upon  their  ferious  Confideration  of  the  Matter  betrufted  with  them,  have  this 
OthDay  of  OElober  1659.  covenanted  and  agreed  with  the  Farmers  of  theTrade.wz. 
Mr. Thomas  Prince  (Governour,)  &c.  In  Manner  following,  viz.  THAT  the  Rent 
of  the  laid  Trade  for  the  Year  1659.  be  wholly  remitted  by  the  Country  ;  and 
that  Ten  Pounds  in  Money  be  paid  to  the  Country  by  the  faid  Farmers  for  theYear 
next  enfuing  t  during  which  I  ime  the  Farmeis  engage  to  carry  on  the  Trace  as 
formerly  :  And  at  the  End  of  faid  Term,  viz.  on  the  ill:  November  1660.  the  faid 
Farmers  to  leave  the  faid  Kennebeck  Trade,  free  without  any  Engagement,  unto  the 
Country’s  Difpofe  as  they  fhall  think  meet.— The  aforefaid  Farmers  alfo  engaging 
not  to  have  any  Trade  with  the  Indians  there,  any  longer  than  to  the  End  of  the 
Term  aforefaid,  viz.  until  the  ift  of  November  1660.” 

“  At  a  General  Court  holden  at  Plymouth  the  6th  of  June,  1660.  before  Thomas 
Prince,  Governour,  &c. — The  feveral  Towns  within  this  Government  having  fent 
in  their  Deputies,  and  irnpowered  them  to  aft  for  the  Country  in  all  Matters  relat¬ 
ing  to  the  Trade  at  Kennebeck  ;  they  making  their  Appearance  ;  imprimis ,  It  was 
a"reed ,  That  any  former  Agreements  notwithftanding,  it  fhall  be  lawful  for  the 
Governour  and  his  Aflociates  (who  farmed  faid  Frade)  Things  being  as  they  are, 
to  call  Home  their  Eftates  and  Servants  there,  when  they  fhall  fee  Caufe,  &c.” 

Secondly ,  It  was  the  Vote  of  that  Committee,  if  £.  500  Sterling  could  be  ob¬ 
tained  for  the  Country’s  Intereft  there,  it  fhould  be  fold.” 

“  In  the  Year  1661,  thelate  Colony  of  New- Plymouth  make  Sale  of  all  their 
Lands  fifteen  Miles  on  each  Side  Kennebeck- River  as  expreffed  in  faid  Patent  afore¬ 
faid  for  the  Confideration  of  ,£.400  Sterling  to  Antipas  Boyes  8cc.  theirHeirs  &c. 

“  In  1 6 6 2 ,Thomas Prince, Gov.  Whereas  it  hath  been  given  forth, that  divers  have 
been  unfatisfied  about  the  Sale  of  Kennebeck  ;  and  that  an  Opportunity  is  lately 
prefented  unto  us  for  the  having  it  again  :  The  Deputies  having  confidered  there¬ 
of  •,  and  finding  no  Way  prefenting  it  felf,  by  their  taking  of  it  again  for  the 
Country’s  better  Advantage,  have,  with  one  Confent  agreed  that  tney  defire  .not 

to  meddle  with  it  again  ;  but  do  ratify  the  Sale  thereof. 

By  thefe  Extrafts  it  appears  that  the  Colony  of  Plymouth  were  long  in  the  I  ol- 
feflion  of  the  River  Kennebeck  and  the  Trade  thereof ;  and  that  they  look’d  upon 
themfelves  as  having  a  Right  thereto  exclufive  of  all  others. 

Among  faid  Extrafts  there  is  alfo  an  Account  of  the  eftablihung  a  Government 

at  Kennebeck ,  viz.  ,  ,  ,  ,  r  „ ,  .  c 

“  At  the  General  Court  held  at  New-Plymouth  on  the  7th  of  March  1653, 

before  William  Bradford,  Governour,  &c.  „ 

jr  2  WHEREAS 
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^  14  WHEREAS  fundry  have  intrenched  upon  the  Liberties  of  the  Trade  at 
Kennebeck  •,  and,  whereas  alfo  Letters  Patents  have  been  granted  and  fent  over 
irom  the  honourable  Court  of  Parliament  &  Council  of  State  ^  thereby  giving  and 
granting  unto  this  Jurifdidtion,  the  aforefaid  Liberty  of  Trade  in  the  aforefaid 
River  with  Enlargement  •,  as  alfo  requiring  that  fuch  dueCourfe  fhould  be  taken, as 
that  theEnglifh  redding  in  the  Lid  River,  fhould  be  orderly  governed,  and  car¬ 
ried  on  in  a  Way  of  Peace  for  their  common  Good  in  civil  Concernments. 

THE  Court  taking  thePremifies  into  due  &  feriousConfideration,did  conftitute, 
authorize  &  commilfionate  Mr.  Thomas  Prince^one  of  the  honoured  Magiftrates  of 
this  Juriididtion,  with  full  and  ample  Power  to  fummon  all  and  every  cf  the  Inhabi¬ 
tants  as  he  f hall  fee  ?neet>  dwelling  within  the  aforefaid  River  of  Kennebeck  unto  fome 
convenient  Place  ;  to  receive  from  him  fuch  Inftrudtions  and  Orders  extant,which 
he  hath  received  from  the  aforefaid  General  Court,  the  full  Power  to  require  their 
Obfervance  of ;  with  full  Power  alfo,  to  aftemble  unto  himfelf  any  other  Perfon 
or  Perfons  whatfoever  to  be  affiftant  unto  him  in  the  PremifTes.” 

In  Confequence  of  this,  feveral  “  Inftrutdions  from  the  General  Court  were  given 
to  Thomas  Prince ,  Efq;  commiffionated  for  the  eredting  fome  orderly  Government 
amongft  the  Inhabitants  of  the  River  of  Kennebeck viz. 

I.  That  upon  their  Appearance  at  his  Summons,  he  tender  and  require  them  to 
take  the  Oath  of  Fidelity  for  the  State  of  England  and  this  prefent  Government 
of  New- Plymouth. 

II.  That  he  acquaint  them  with  the  Body  of  Laws  of  this  Government  ;  our  In¬ 
tention  being  not  to  expect  their  ftridt  Obfervance  of  every  Thing  peculiar  to  our 
lelves  ;  but  confidering  the  Diftance  of  the  Place,  we  do  allow  them  Liberty  to 
make  Choice  of  fuch  to  be  Aftiftanr  to  our  Commiffioner  as  he  fhall  approve  of  for 
the  making  fuch  further  Orders  as  may  beft  conduce  to  their  Welfare. 

III.  THAT  none  be  allowed  for  Inhabitants  there ,  but  fuch  as  will  take  the  Oath 
of  Fidelity  as  abovefaid. 

IV.  That  fuch  Perfonsonly  as  have  taken  the  faid  Oath  of  Fidelity  fhall  adl  in 

the  Choice  of  fuch  as  may  be  affiftant  to  our  Commiffioner  as  aforefaid,  in  the 
making  and  executing  fuch  Orders  as  may  be  thought  fit  to  be  eftablifhed  among 
them, and  the  laidAfli  Hants  to  adl  as  if  they  were  actually  Freemen  for  the  prefent, 
until  further  Order  be  taken.  Then  follows. 

The  Oath  to  be  taken  of  all  fuch  Inhabitants  as  fhall  be  allowed  to  refide  in 
the  Liberties  of  this  Government  at  the  River  Kennebeck. 

“  YOU  fhall  be  true  and  faithful  to  the  State  of  England,  as  it  is  now  eftab- 
Jifhed  *,  and  whereas  you  choofe  at  prefent  to  refide  within  theGovernment  of  New- 
Plymouth,  you  (hall  not  do,  or  caufe  to  be  done,  any  Adi  or  Adis  diredlly  or  in- 
diredlly  by  Land  or  Water, that  fhall  or  may  tend  to  the Deftrudlion  orOverthrow 
of  the  Whole  or  Part  of  this  Government,  that  fhall  be  ordered,  eredled  or  eftab- 
lifhed  ;  but  fhall  contrary  wife  hinder, oppofe  and  difeover  fuch  Intents  &Purpofes 
as  tend  thereunto,  to  thofe  that  are  in  Place  for  the  Time  being  •,  that  the  Govern¬ 
ment  may  be  informed  thereof  with  all  convenient  Speed  :  You  fhall  alfo  fubmir, 
and  obferve  all  fuch  good  and  wholfome  Laws,  Ordinances  and  Officers  as  are,  or 
Shall  be  eftabiifhed  within  the  feveral  Limits  thereof.”  So  help  you  GOD. 
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u  By  Virtue  of  this  Commiffion  the  “  faid  Thomas  Prince  iffued  out  a  Warrant 
dire&ed  to  the  Marfhal  of  New-Plymouth,  bearing  Date  the  15th  of  May  1654, 
requiring  the  Inhabitants  upon  the  faid  River  Kennebeck ,  to  make  their  perfonal 
Appearance  at  the  Houfe  of  Thomas  A Ifloley  at  Merry  Meeting,  upon  the  23d  of 
that  prefent  Month  ^  at  which  Time  and  Place  the  People  generally  affembled': 
and  after  publifhing  the  aforefaid  Authority  the  Inhabitants  hereunder  written, 
have  taken  the  Oath  of  Fidelity,  viz.  Thomas  Pur  chafe ,  Gent.  &c. 

“  At  the  fame  Meeting  Mr.  Thomas  Purchafe  was  chofen  by  the  Perfons  above- 
named,  and  approved  by  Mr.  Thomas  Prince ,  to  be  anAffiftant,and  an  Oath  admi- 
niftred  to  him  :  And  at  the  faid  Meeting  Mr.  Prince  hath  declared  Lieut.  Thomas 
Southworth ,  now  refiding  at  Cnjhenage  (or  Cufhnoc)  upon  the  faid  River  to  be  alfo 
invefted  into  the  fame  Power  and  Authority,  to  be  Affiftant  unto  the, Government 
in  this  Part  of  the  Jurifdidtion  of  New-Plymouth.  —  At  the  fame  Time  Thomas 
sifhley  was  chofen  Conftable,  and  fworn  to  the  Execution  of  his  Office.” 

The  Council  of  Plymouth  in  their  Patent  to  the  Colony  of  Plymouth ,  granted  to  faid 
Colony  as  far  as  was  in  their  Power,  the  Jurifdidlion  of  the  Lands  conveyed  ;  in 
Manner  following,  viz .  <c  ALSO  it  fhali  be  lawful  and  free  for  the  laid  William 
<c  Bradford ,  his  Affiociates,  his  Pleirs  Affigns,  at  all  Times  hereafter  to  incorporate 
<♦  by  fome  ufual  and  fit  Name  &  Title, him  or  themfelves,or  the  People  there  inha- 
“  biting  under  him  or  them,  with  Liberty  to  them  and  their  Succeffors  from  Time 
<l  to  Time  to  frame  and  make  Orders,  Ordinances  and  Conflitutions,  as  well  for 
“  the  better  Government  of  their  Affairs  here,  and  the  receiving  or  admitting  any 
“  to  his  or  their  Society,  as  alfo  for  the  better  Government  of  his  or  their  People 
“  and  Affairs  in  New- England ,  or  of  his  and  their  People  at  Sea,  in  going  thither 
lc  or  returning  from  thence  ;  and  the  fame  to  put  in  Execution,  or  caufe  to  be 
“  put  in  Execution  by  fuch  Officers  and  Minifters  as  he  and  they  fhali  authorize 
“  and  depute  *,  provided  that  the  faid  Laws  and  Orders  be  not  repugnant  to  the 
“  Laws  of  England ,  or  the  Frame  of  Government  by  the  faid  Prefident  and  Coun- 
“  cil  hereafter  to  be  eftablifhed.” 

But  the  faid  Council's  Power  not  extending  to  grant  Jurifdidlion  info  full  aMan- 
ner  as  they  defired ;  the  Plymouth  Colony  procured  a  Confirmation  thereof  from  the 
King  (Charles  I:)  which  Confirmation  mifcarry’d,  and  for  that  Reafon,  and  be- 
caule  of  their  Remotenefs  from  Plymouth,  “  and  their  Paucity  and  Fewnefs,  the 
Inhabitants  of  Kennebeck  had  not  hitherto,  viz.  till  1654.  enjoyed  the  Benefit  of 
Government.”  Wherefore, on  receiving  Letters  Patent  from  the  Court  of  Parliament 
and  Council  of  State  “  requiring  that  fuch  due  Courfe  fhould  be  taken  as  that  the 
Englifh  refiding  in  laid  Kennebeck  River,  fhould  be  orderly  governed*”  th ^Plymouth 
Colony  commiffioned  Mr.  Thomas  Prince  to  fet  up  a  Government  there,  “  with  full 
“  and  ample  Power  to  fummon  all,  and  every  the  Inhabitants  of  Kennebeck ,  to  re- 
“  celve  from  him  fuch  Inftru&ions  and  Orders  as  he  had  received  from  theGeneral 
“  Court  of  Plymouth  In  Confequence  hereof  he  fummon’d  the  faid  Inhabitants 
to  afiemble  at  ''Merry-Meeting  Bay,  who  having  taken  theOath  of  Fidelity  required, 
cho  fcMv. Thomas  Pur  chafe  yZndNlr.  ThomasSouthworth  (which  laft  refided  at  Cufhnagt) 
Affiflants ;  and  Thomas  Ajhley  Conffable  :  And  thus  a  Government  was  eftablifhed, 

— eftablifhed  by  and  dependent  on  the  Colony  of  Plymouth ^and  extending  down  to  the  Sea— 
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The  aforefaid  Letters  Patent  not  only  confirmed  the  Jurifdi&ion  granted  by  the 
Plymouth  -Council  to  the  Colony  of  Plymouth ,  of  Kenneheck ,  but  confirmed  alfo  their 
former  Liberty  of  Trade  there,  and  enlarged  it. —  This  was  a  necelTary  Thing  for 
the  Colony  to  procure,  as  Part  of  their  Trade  was  at  Cujhnoc ,  which  was  not  wnTunT 
C  tfiellimits  ofTE  lelr^Pateny  T racTT  ancTTo  they“~ha3  not'aTJiSerty  toTrade  there  by 
\  Virtue  of  theT?TPatenFr~anTTherefore  though  they  had  purchafed  the  Land  at 
L  J  Cujhnoc ,  and  much  higher  up  the  River  from  the  Indians ,  it  was  beft  for  them  to 

h  get  their  Trade  there  confirmed,  that  they  might  be  in  no  Danger  of  being  inter- 
/j)  p  rupted  in  it  :  which  accordingly  they  did  do.  And  thus  their  Government  and 

*'  j  (  Trade  at  Kenneheck  was  confirmed. —  A  Government  and  Trade  including  the 

whole  of  Kenneheck  River ,  fo  far  as  it  was  inhabited,  and  confequentiy  the  lower 
Part  thereof  next  the  Sea. 

As  therefore  it  was  anciently  underftood  by  thofe  who  were  in  the  Neighbour¬ 
hood  of  the  Colony  of  Plymouth ,  that  the  faid  Colony's  Patent-Trad:  on  Kenneheck , 
extended  down  to  the  Sea. 

As  the  Plymouth  Colony  were  long  in  the  PofTeflion  of  Kenneheck  River  and  the 
Trade  thereof  ;  and  looked  on  themfelves  as  having  a  Right  to  both  ( as  high  up 
as  faid- River  was  inhabited)  exclufive  of  all  others. 

As  none  were  allowed  to  be  Inhabitants  at  Kenneheck ,  but  fuch  as  would  take 
the  Oath  of  Fidelity  to  Plymouth. 

As  their  Trade  and  Government  at  Kenneheck  did  manifeftly  extend  down  to 
the  Sea.  And, 

As  the  Brunfwick  Proprietors  have  produced  no  Arguments  but  what  have  been 
proved  either  good  for  Nothing,  or  to  turn  againfl  them.  There  can  be  no  Room 
to  doubt  that  the  faid  Patent-Prafi  on  Kenneheck  does  really  extend  down  to  the  Sea. 

The  Brunfwick  Proprietors  have  hitherto  aded  effenfively  but  they  have  acquit¬ 
ted  themfelves  very  poorly  :  Let' us  now  fee  how  manfully  they  can  behave  on  the 
defenfive. 

VIII.  They  endeavour  to  prove  that  the  Laws  which  we  have  produced  refpec- 
ing  Purchafes  from  the  Indians  (excepting  that  of  William  III.)  are  impertinent  to 
the  Purpofe  for  which  we  produced  them. 

In  ourtRemarks  we  took  Notice  “  that  the  Deeds  by  which  Sir  Pyhy  Lake  and 
others  claim  the  faid  two  Trads  upon  Kenneheck- River,  are  fuperfeded  by  the 
Patent  and  Indian  Deeds  to  theColony  of  Plymouth .”  And  faid,  “  but  fuppofing 
the  Plymouth  Company  had  no  fuch  Patent  or  Deeds,  it  might  be  afked  with 
great  Propriety  “  What  Right  Sir  Byhy  Lake  and  Company  can  have  in  faid 
Lands  by  Virtue  of  their  Indian  Deeds  ?”  And  the  proper  Anfwer  would  be. 
None  at  all  For  the  Laws  of  Plymouth  Colony,  Majfachufetts  Colony,  and  the 
Province  of  the  Majfachufetts- Bay,  after  the  Union  of  the  faid  Colonies,  utterly 
invalidate  and  make  null  &  void  all  private  Purchafesof  Lands  from  the  Indians , 
without  the  Approbation  of  the  General  Court  of  each  Colony  refpedively  firft 
obtained.  As  therefore  the  Indian  Deeds  to  Law f on,  under  whom  Sir  Byby  and 
Company  Claim,  were  never  approbated  by  any  General  Court,  they  muff  of 
Courfe  be  utterly  null  and  void.”  And  then  reter’d  to  the  Laws  of  the  faid 
Colonies  and  Province  relative  to  ibis  Matter,  annexed  thereto. 

To  which  they  Anfwer  “  That  the  Laws  which  they  have  produced  re fpe (fling 
Purchafes  from  the  Indians ,  except  that  of  i  ffVHL  III.  are  all  idle  and  impertinent, 

“  and 
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and  not  in  the  lead  to  thePurpofe  for  which  they  produced  them.  For  thefeLaws 
were  made  for  the  feeling  the  Tides  of  the  Indians  to  the  Lands  in  thofe  feveral 
JurifdiElions  or  Governments  where  the  faid  Laws  were  made,  and  thofeLands  in 
the  Eaitern  Parts,  now  held  under  Lawfon ,  &c.  were  neither  in  the  Colony  of 
the  Majfachufetts- Bay,  nor  in  the  Colony  of  Plymouth  ;  nor  did  either  of  the  laid 
Colonies  exercile  any  yurifdi  Elion  in  thofe  Parts  at  thofe  "I  imes,  except  what  the 
Colony  o fTTymcuth  fee  up,  by  Virtue  oFthe  Authority  which  they  pretended, 
to  have  derived  from  the  Council  of  State-,  in  the  Pi  me  of  the  Ufurpation  ;  and  if 
they  can  produce  this  Authority,  fuch  as  it  is,  let  them  do  it,  and  make  the  mod 
of  it,  for  at  prefent  we  have  prtly  their  bare  Word,  that  they  ever  had  any  fuch . 
Authority.” —  The  Sum  of  their  Argument  is  this  “  Thefe  Laws  could  only 
take  Place  within  the  Jurifdidlions  or  Governments  where  they  were  made  ;  but 
the  Lands  in  Queftion  were  not  within  thofe  Jurifdi&ions  :  therefore  thefe 
■Laws  could  not  take  Place  with  Regard  to  thofe  Lands.”—  The  fecond  Part  or 
Minor  of  this  Argument  we  deny,  for  we  fay  thofe  Lands  were  within  the  Jurif- 
di&ion  of  Plymouth  *,  and  to  prove  it  we  hav(e  produced  the  Plymouth  Patent  (tho* 
they  fay  they  have  only  our  bare  Word  for  it)  which  was  confirmed  by  the  KING, 
and  which  grants  the  Jurifdidtion  of  the  Land  convey’d  in  the  mod  exprefs  Man¬ 
ner  :  and  we  have  produced  printed  atteded  Copies  of  Extracts  from  the  Records  < 
of  Plymouth ,  by  which  it  appears  that  Jurifdidtion  was  exercifed  within  the  Lands 
in  Queftion  :  and  this  Jurifdi&iori  they  acknowledge  the  Exercile  of,  tho’  they  fay 
(to  make  it  feem  illegal)  that  it  was  only  by  Virtue  of  the  Authority  derived  from  :• 
the  Council  of  State, in  the  Time  of  the  Ufurpation  :  And  iuppofing  it  was  (tho*  we 
don’t  orant  it)  there  is  noReafon  to  think  that  what  was  done  inConlequence  there¬ 
of,  will  ever  be  made  void  ;  as  no  A£t  of  Council  or  Parliament  made  during  the 
Ufurpation  has  ever  been  (meerly  for  that  Reafon)  made  void^—  The  Plym®uth 
Laws  therefore  are  fo  far  from  being  impertinent  to  the  Purpofe  for  which  we  pro¬ 
duced  them,  that  they  make  void  in  the  mod  effectual  Manner  all  Indian  Deeds  for 
Lands  within  their  Jurifdidtion  *,  and  confequently  the  Indian  Deeds  to  Lawfon ,  , 
and  to  the  Predecejfors  of  the  Brunfwick  Proprietors  (fo  far  as  they  convey  Lands 
within  the-  Jurifdi&ion  of  the  late  Colony  of  Plymouth)  mud  be  void.—  But  on  » 
the  Suppofition  thofe  Laws  are  impertinent  *,  we  are  able  to  prove  the  Nullity  of 
the  faid  Indian  Deeds  by  a  Law  of  the  Province  of  the  Maffachufetts- Bay,  made  m  the 
•13  JVilL  III.  which  they  acknowledge  to  be  pertinent  to  the  Purpofe  lor  which  we  * 

produced  it.  The  Law  runs  thus.  c  .  „  .  r  ,,  v 

-  cc  (V  PI  ERE  AS  the  Government  of  the  late  Colonies  of*  the  Majfachufetts- Bay 

and  New  Plymouth  ;  to  the  Intent  the  native  Indians,  might  not  be  injured  or  de¬ 
feated  of  their  juft  Rights  and  PclTeffions,  or  be  impofed  on  or  abufed  in  fethng  : 
and  difpofing  of  their  Lands  and  thereby  deprive  themfelves  of  fuch  Places  as  • 
were  fuitable  for  their  Settlement  and  Improvement  did  by  an  Act  &  Law  palled 
in  the  faid  Colonies  refpe&ively  many  Years  fince,  inhibit,  and  ftrbta  al  Per  Jons  pur- 
chafinr  any  Lands  of  the  Indians,  without  the  Licence  and  Approbation  Oj  toe  General . 
Court  :  notwithftanding  which  fundry  Perfons  for  private  Lucre  have  prefumed  to 
make  Purchafes  of  Lands  from  the  Indians,  not  having  any  Licence  or  Approba¬ 
tion  as  aforefaid  for  the  fame,  to  the  Injury  of  the  Natives,  and  great 
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Diilurbaticc  of  many  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Province  in  the  peaceable  Poffeffion 
of  their  Lands  and  Inheritances  lawfully  acquired  : 

1  herefor  t  for  the  vacating  of  fuch  illegal  Pur  chafes,  and  preventing  the  like  for 
future  :  Be  it  enabled,  &c.  That  all  Deeds  of  Bargain, Sale,  Releafe,or  Quit-Claim, 
i  itles  and  Conveyances  whatfoever,  of  any  Lands,  Tenements  or  Hereditaments 
WITHIN  THIS  PROVINCE,  as  well  for  Term  of  Years  as  forever,  had,  made, 
gotten,  procured  or  obtained,  from  any  Indian  or  Indians ,  by  any  Perfon  or  Perfons 
whatfoever,  at  any  Time  or  Times  fince  the  Tear  of  our  Lord  One  Thoufand fix  Hun¬ 
dred  thirty  three,  without  the  Licence  or  Approbation  of  the  refpedtive  General 
Courts  of  the  laid  late  Colonies,  in  which  fuchLands,  Tenements  or  Hereditaments 

lay,  &c.  (hall  be  deemed  and  adjudged  in  the  Law  to  be  null,  void  and  of  none 
Effect. 

Provided  never  thelefs ,  and  it  is  not  with  Handing  hereby  enabled  and  declared ,  That 
all  iuch  Purchafes,  Releales  and  Titles  heretofore  had  or  obtained  from  any  Indian 
or  Indians ,  by  any  Town  or  Perfon  whatfo  ver,  of  any  Lands  or  Hereditaments 
which  fuch  Town  or  Perfon  alfo  hold  and  enjoy,  by  Virtue  of  any  Grant  or  Tide 
made  or  derived  by  or  from  the  General  Court,  of  either  of  the  Colonies  aforefaid, 
&c.  fhall  be  and  hereby  are  excepted  out  of  this  Ad,  and  be  held  for  o-00d  and 
valid  in  the  Law  :  any  Thing  herein  contained  notwithftanding. 

Provided  alfo ,  That  if  anyPerfon  orPerfons  orTown  in  thisProvince  to  the  Eatt- 
ward  of  Pif cat  aqua  River  have  heretofore  purchafed  or  obtained  any  IndianDeed  or 
Title  tor  anyLands, Tenements  or  Hereditaments  in  thofe  Parts.ov  if  any  Perfon  or 
Perfons  have  heretofore  purchafed  or  obtained  any  Indian  Deed  or  Tide  for  any 
Lands  Tenements  or  Hereditaments  in  the  Illand  of  Capawack ,  alias  Martha's 
Vineyard ,  or  the  Dependencies  thereof,  now  known  by  the  Name  of  Duke’s  County, 
or  in  the  Bland  of  Nantuckett ,  FOR  FURTHER  CONFIRMATION  OF 
THEIR  OTHER  LA  WFUL  TITLES  AND  POSSESSIONS  ;  This  Ad  or 
any  Thing  therein  contained,  fhall  not  extend  or  be  conftrued  to  extend  in  any 
wile  to  vacate  or  make  void  SUCH  Indian  Deed  or  Tide  :  Any  Thing  herein 
contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.” 

Here  it  is  plain  that  all  Deeds  obtained  from  the  Indians  of  Lands  WITHIN 
THIS  PROVINCE  at  any  Time  fine e  the  Tear  1 633,  without  the  Approbation 
of  the  refpedtive  General  Courts  of  the  faid  Colonies  fhall  be  adjudged  in  Law  null 
and  void.  Now,  they  can’t  pretend  to  fay,  that  the  Lands  deicribed  in  Lawfon’s 
Indian  Deeds ,  dated  1649  and  1653,  and  in  Wharton’s  Indian  Deed,  dated  1684, 
are  not  now  within  this  Province ,  or  were  not  at  the  Time  this  Law  was. made,  viz. 
in  1701  within  this  Province.  This  Law  therefore  abfolutely  nullifies  the  faid  In¬ 
dian  Deeds,  and  cuts  off  all  Pretenfions  which  Sir  Hyby  Lake  and  Company,  and 
the  Brunfwick  Proprietors  have  to  thofe  Lands  by  Virrue  of  faid  Indian  Deeds. 

But  let  us  fee  what  they  have  objected  to  this,'  “  All  the  Purchafes  (fay  they) 
made  by  thofe  under  whom  Sir  Byby  and  Company  claim,  have  been  approba- 
ted  by  the  Government  of  the  Ma]fachufetts-Bay  ;  and  this  they  fhew  themfelves 
<c  in  the  aforefaid  Act  of  13th  of  Will.  Ill,  which  they  have  annexed  to  their 
“  Remarks  j  and  therefore  why  they  fhould  fetout  with  reciting  the  Laws  of  the 
It  old  Colony  of  Plymouth  &c,  to  invalidate  all  Purchafes  of  Lands  from  the  In- 

“  dians. 
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«<  dians,  and  conclude  with  the  Ad  of  Will.  Illd,  wherein  there  is  a  Provifo, 
«  which  deftroys  all  the  foregoing  Laws  fo  far  as  they  relate  to  Lands  to  the  Eaft - 
“  ward  of  Pijcataqua ,  where  all  thofe  Lands  purchafed  by  Lawfon  &c.  lay,  we 
«  cannot  conceive,  &c.”  66  We  think  therefore  that  thefe  Laws  require  no  other 
“  Anfwer  befides  what  we  have  offer’d  above,  than  a  bare  Tranfcript  of  faid  Pro- 
“  vifo  in  the  Words  following,  namely,  “  Provided  alfo ,  that  it  any  Perfon  or 
«  Perlons  or  Town  in  this  Province  to  the  Eaflward  of  Pijcataqua  River  have 
«  heretofore  purchafed  or  obtained  any  Indian  Deed  or  Title  for  any  Land,  Tene- 
“  mcntsor  Hereditaments  in  thofe  Parts,this  Ad  or  any  Thing  therein  contained, 
«  fhall  not  extend  or  be  conftrued  to  extend,  to  vacate  or  make  void  fuch  Indian 
iC  Deed  or  Title  ;  any  Thing  herein  contained  to  the  contrary  notwithftanding.” 
And  then  obferve,  This  muft  fhow  their  profound  Ignorance ,  or  fometbing  worfe.'' 

How  accurately  they  have  tranfcribed  the  Provifo  will  appear  by  comparing  their 
Tranfcript  of  it  with  the  Original,  or  with  the  Copy  we  have  taken  of  it  from  the 
Province  Law-Book.  They  have  not  tranfcribed  more  than  Half  of  it ;  and  ha<  e 
intirely  omitted  the  molt  dLntial  Part  of  it  ;  viz.  The  Words,  66  FOR  FUR¬ 
THER  CONFIRMATION  OF  THEIR  OTHER  LAWFUL  TITLES 
AND  POSSESSIONS. n  If  thefe  Words  had  been  inferred  in  their  Tranfcript  of 
the  Provifo,  in  their  properPlace,  they  would  have  fhewn  that  faidProvifo  did  not 
extend  to,  or  comprehend  fuch  Deeds  as  thofe  above  mentioned,  but  only  fuch  In¬ 
dian  Deeds  as  have  been  obtained  FOR  FURL  HER  COR  FIRM ALIGN  01  LAW¬ 
FUL  TITLES. 

Let  their  Tranfcript  be  read  with  the  Addition  of  thofe  effential  Words ,  and  this 
will  appear  the  genuine  natural  Conftrudion  of  it.  Thus  “  Provided alfo,  That  if 

any  Perfon  or  Perfons  or  Town  in  this  Province,  to  the  Eajiward  oj ■  Ptfcataqua 
Ci  River ,  have  heretofore  purchafed  or  obtained  any  Indian  Deed,  or  Title  for  any 
“  Lands,  Tenements,  or  Hereditaments  in  thefe  Parts  FOR  FURTHER  CON- 
“  FIRMATION  OF  THEIR  OTFIER  LAWFUL  TITLES  ;  this  Ad  or 
“  any  Thing  therein  contained  fhall  not  extend,  or  be  conftrued  to  extend  to  va- 
<c  cate  or  make  void  fuch  Indian  Deed  or  Title,  any  Thing  herein  contained  to  the 
<c  contrary  notwithstanding.” 

It  appears  then  they  had  no  Right  to  fay  46  That  all  the  Purchafes  made  by 
thofe  under  whom  Sir  Byby  and  Company  claim,  have  been  approbated  by  theGo- 
vcrnment  of  the  Maffacbufetts-Ray,  which  is  fhewn  in  the  aforefaid  Ad  of  13th 
Will.  Hid  ;  nor  that  the  faid  Provifo  destroyed  all  the  Laws  refir’d  to  in  cur  Re- 
fo  tar  as  they  relate  to  Lands  to  the  Eastward  of  Pt fcataqua  \  nor  that  thefe 
Laws  require  no  other  Anfwer  than  a  bare  Tranfcript  of  faid  Provifo:  But  the 
contrary  of  all  this  appears  *,  and  it  appears  alfo  that  they  had  no  Reafon  to  accufe 
us  of  profound  Ignorance  or  [omething  worfe . — We  heartily  wilh  in  return  for  their 
Compliment,  that  there  was  the  leaftRoom  to  impute  this  unveil’d,  bare- faced Per- 
verfion  of  Truth  to  their  profound  Ignorance  ;  but  even  that  Charity  which  believetb 
all  Things ,  will  not  allow  any  one  to  believe,  but  that  it  proceeded  from  fomething 
worfe  than  Ignorance. 

Thus  we  have  gone  thro’  and  reply’d  to  then  Anfwer  to  our  Remarks ,  and  fhewn 
(befides  other  Things  lefs  material)  That  their  Conftrudion  of  the  Plymouth  Patent 
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in  null  and  toid.  '  '  '  lh'J  *n<l  °,b'n  d,im  ■  Im^/m  Lands  &c. 

P.ge,"T:rei^LS,S'nS0,i“  feV"a'  ™n8'  h»'  “  i»  *»  iwo  laft 

FY!f:Jhey  %  [^y  have  fully  anfwer’d  what  we  charged  upon  their  Plan  and 

~  SfiKSSsias  s®* 

“  H  lerr  T  Whu  \^  bI  Venue  of  SavaZe’s  Deed  above  mention’d )  takes  in’all 

„  P  ,  ,  tbelr  Title.  _  However,  to  make  their  Situation  better  thev  inl.lV 

«  iWn^  II  ^Ut  hrr<rCaUle  haS  been  Pr0Ved  t0  be  as  bad  as  thtir’own  7  Vain 
„  .  '  f  a^Tajl  the|r  Efforts  ;  one  Fate  muft  attend  them  both.  They  mult 

botn  give  Way  to  the  Plymouth  Company,  and  be  loft  in  that  :  which  the  Event 
we  doubt  not,  will  demonftrate.  wmui  tneLvent 

-ftIKrn!<r0f  ti>eir  Title,  or  giving  any  Reafon  why  they  endeavour  to 

eftablifh  Law  (on  s  Claim  when  it  interferes  with 'their  own,  they  only  fav  “  It  is 

ob  ervabie  here  that  the  Pejepfcott  Company  and  thofe  who  hold  under 

'  ,h  r  attcnded  by  the  ‘ame  Fate  ;  they  muft  both  give  Way  TO  the  Ph 
mouth  Company  and  be  loft  in  that,  not  TO  theirRight,  but  PO  them.  This  is 

.  reable  to  what  they  have  always  threatned,  when  they  have  boafted  of  their 

K  dies  ;  by  which  they  defign  to  hear  down,  and  crufh  all  who  oppofe  the  r 

Views  :  But  we  are  very  thankful  that  we  do  not  find  our  felves  in  the  leaft  in 

itnidated  with  (uch  Menaces,  efpecially  when  we  confider  that  Juftice  is  not 

vC  bou8ht’  but  >s  equally  and  impartially  diftributed  ,  and  while  this  is  the 

’ ,  we  doubt  n°t  b^trwc  ,nal1  be  ab,c  to  refill  the  Weight  of  their  Purfes 
and  tbe  infinitely  lefs  Weight  of  their  Arguments.  ’ 

\v  !  70)^  Brunfwick  Proprietors  could  make  fo  long  a  Note  on  the  ftort 

oid  J  O  .  —  I  hey  certainly  can  produce  a  great  deal  out  of  a  little  and  have 

given  abundant  I-  root  of  their  Abilities  in  this  Way.— To  eight  Pao-es  thev  have 

produced  near  forty,  in  Anfwer;  to  the  Monofyllable  To/they  have  produced 

hai,  a  I- age  in  Anfwer  ;  and  from  Deeds  good  for  Nothing  have  produced^  Claim 

3  a  f  i  act  of  Land  of  fome  Hundred  Thoufands  of  Acres.  What  then  are  we  to 
XDedt  from  fur h  ..m  ififl-  .  ,  .  u  en  are  we  to 
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cxpcd  from  fuch  prolifick  f deads,  when  they  come  to  Anfwer  this  Reply 
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To  be  ferious, 

As  they  talk  of  44  Weight  of  Arguments,”  one  might  expert  to  have  found 
fomething  to  the  Purpofe  here  with  Regard  to  their' s  and  Lawfori* s  interfering 
Claims  •,  but  not  a  Word  of  them — they  were  fo  intent  on  the  Particle  TO,  that 
they  wholly  overlook’d  them. 

We  may  repeat  then  with  great  Propriety  what  we  faid  in  our  Remarks  tc  that 
their  Plan  and  Extrads  make  a  ridiculous  Appearance,”  and  may  now  add  with 
equal  Propriety,  that  their  Anfwer  to  faid  Remarks  is  as  ridiculous  as  their  Plan 
and  Extra&s  •,  and  for  the  fame  Reafon,  becaufe  it  neither  defends  the  Pejepfcot 
Claim,  nor  even  lhews  what  it  is. 

As  to  what  they  fay  about  the  Riches  of  the  PlymoutlvCompany,  44  that  hy  them 
they  defign  to  hear  down  &  crujh  all  who  oppofe  theirViews it  is  utterly  ialfe,and  it 
is  as  low  as  falfe.  We  depend  only  on  that  Juftice  which  is  not  to  he  bought ,  hut  is 
equally  and  impartially  dijlri bated. —  With  Refped  to  the  Brunfwick  Proprietors  our 
Opinion  is,  that  they  are  generally  Perfons  in  good  Circumftances,  but  if  we  were 
to  judge  of  the  IVeght  of  their  Purfes ,  hy  the  IVeight  of  their  Arguments,  viz  ffiould 
look  upon  them  as  Bankrupts. 

2dly.  They  would  appear  very  follicitous  about  the  Good  of  the  Province  which 
they  apprehend  in  Danger ,  from  our  fetling  Strangers  within  cur  Trad.  For  fay 
they,  44  We  can’t  but  exprefs  the  greatefl  Concern,  when  we  obferve  them  make 
64  a  Stale  of  the  Good  of  the  Province  in  fetling  the  Eaftern  Parts  of  it :  Can  it 
44  poffibly  be  for  the  Good  of  the  Province  to  endeavour  to  fettle  poor  Strangers 
44  and  Foreigners  upon  Lands,  the  Title  of  which  is  controverted  ?  And  if  in 
44  Procefs  of  Time,  thefe  Foreigners  fhall  be  ejeded  off  thefe  Lands  whereon  the 
44  Plymouth  Company  have  placed  them,  which  is  at  leaft  apoffiblc  Suppofition ,  who 
44  will  they  exped  any  Recompence  from  ?  From  the  Plymouth  Company  moil 
44  certainly.  For  nothing  can  be  more  equal,  than  that  thofe  who  have  wounded 
44  them  fhould  heal  them  *  and  who,  who  can  recompence  the  Province  upon  the 
44  af  or ef aid  Suppofition  ?  The  Government  feem  inclined  to  encourage  Foreigners 
44  to  come  among  us,  and  fettle  our  wafte  Land  ;  and  in  the  Cafe  above  (fuppofed) 
44  where  will  the  Odium  fall  ?  on  the  Plymouth  Company  or  on  the  Province  ?  On 
44  the  Province  without  Queftion  :  And  will  this  be  an  Encouragement  to  Stran- 
44  gers  to  come  among  us  ?  No,  but  the  greatefl  Difcouragement  imaginable  •,  nay, 
44  will  abfolutely  put  a  Stop  to  their  coming.  This  we  imagine  is  a  Matter  of 
that  Moment,  as  to  demand  the  ferious  Coniideration  of  the  Publick.” 

We  can’t  but  pity  thofe  poor  Gentlemen  in  their  great  Diftreis —  they  feem 
wholly  involved  in  Melancholy  and  ill-boding  bears  about  the  Good  of  the  Pro¬ 
vince  and  the  poor  Foreigners. —  This  muff  proceed  from  fome  ill-habit  ol  Lody, 
which  makes  every  Thing  appear  gloomy  and  of  a  dufky  Hue  :  tho  it  indicates 
a  Benevolence  of  Mind  to  be  affeded  with  the  Miferies  of  our  Fellow-Ci Gatores, 
whether  real  or  apprehended  only. — ’From  this  noble  Principle  it  doultlefs  is  that 
their  Diftrefs  originates  :  But  like  good  Phyficians  we  will  miniiler  to  their  Relief 
to  the  utmofl  of  our  Power:  and  it  may  poffibly  have  a  happy  Effed  upon  them 
to  let  them  know  that  their  Difquietude  is  grounded  all  along  uponyz  meer Suppofition 
wily.  They  may  make  themfelves  perpetually  uneafy,  if  they  fuffer  their  D border 
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to  operate  in  this  Way — let  them  but  fuppofe  the  contralto  what  they  have  fup- 
pofed  above,  and  the  Scene  immediately  brightens,  the  Clouds  difappear — the  Pro¬ 
vince  is  fecure,  and  the  poor  Foreigners  provided  for. — — 

gdly  and  lafUy.  They  conclude  (  as  they  began  and  held  on  )  with  very  rude 
Language. 

<c  The  Plymouth-Company  (fay  they)  as  well  as  their  Neighbours  are  under  the 
“  greated  Obligations  to  Providence ,  that  has  put  it  out  of  their  Power  to  incur 
<c  the  Curfe  denounced  againft  thofe  who  remove  their  Neighbours  Land-Mark. — As 

they  have  already  made  themfelves  the  JeJi  and  Contempt  of  all  Men  of  Senfe  and 
“  Probity ,  by  their  abominable  Mifbehaviour •>  and  by  the  Publication  of  their 
“  Remarks,  fo  we  make  not  the  leall:  Doubr,  but  e’re  long  they  will  be  mocked  and 
c<  derided  by  the  lowest  of  the  Peopled * 

Here  it  is  ftrongly  infinuated,  that  the  Plymouth  Company  whenever  they  have 
it  in  their  Power,  have  it  in  their  Inclination  to  remove  their  Neighbours  Land  mark. 
What  is  this  but  making  them  firft  Rate  Villains  ?  For  a  worie  Reflection  they 
cannot  make  upon  Villains  of  the  firft  Rate . 

We  really  believe  they  were  under  fome  diforder  of  Mind  when  they  writ  this  ; 
for  there  is  not  a  Man  of  them  (we  are  perfwadedj  in  his  fober  Hours,  that  even 
entertains  fuch  an  Opinion  of  the  Plymouth  Company  :  it  becomes  us  therefore  ra¬ 
ther  to  pity  them,  than  to  recriminate. 

We  can  eafily  account  for  their  exprefling  themfelves  warmly,  and  for  their  being 
angry,  and  they  themfelves  have  helped  us  tp  account  for  it,  “  by  the  Publication 
of  our  Remarks  But  this  Infolence — this  Outrage  is  abfolutely  unaccountable  any 
other  Way  than  by  the  Diforder  oi  their  Minds,  unlefs  we  fuppofe  them  (which 
we  by  no  Means  do)  to  be  very  great  Villains  :  for  none  but  fuch,  or  fuch  vvhofe 
Minds  are  difeompofed,  could  give  fo  villainous  a  Charader  of  the  PlymouthCcmpany . 

The  Plymouth  Company  are  not  folicitous  about  their  Character  ;  they  are  con¬ 
tent  the  World  fhould  judge  of  it,  even  without  denying  the  Charge  brought 
againlt  them  above  ;  for  if  it  be  juft,  all  they  can  fay  will  not  be  fufficient  to 
wipe  off  the  Odium  it  muff  bring  upon  them  :  and  if  it  be  unjuft,  it  will  be  utterly 
difregarded. 

To  conclude  •,  It  is  our  earned  Wifh  that  the  Brunfwick  Proprietors  may  be  rc- 
flored  to  Soundnefs  of  Mind ,  and  Uprightnefs  of  Intention  ^  and  then  we  may  be 
affured*  that  the  World  will  be  troubled  with  no  more  of  their  trifling  and  ill- 
intentioned  Performances. 


Bofton ,  September  5th  1 753* 

A  T  a  Meeting  of  the  Proprietors  of  the  Kennebeck  Purchafe 
-*  *  from  the  late  Colony  of  Plymouth  : 

Voted ,  That  the  foregoing  REPLY  be  printed. 

'Thomas  Marjbali ,  Prop.  Cler. 


ERRATA. 

pAge  16.  line  14.  for  foldy  read  held ,  P.  24  1.  19  &  26,  in  fome  Copies,  r.  delineated.  22  1.  of  fame 
1  V .  after  Plymouth  Colony ,  infert  and.  Other  MiiUkes  the  Reader  is  defired  to  correft. 
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